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Hungarian director Béla Tarr, master of long, darkly comic films, dies at 70 

 हंगेरियन ननरे्दशक बेला टाि, लंबे औि गहिे हास्यपूर्ण ऩिल्म ंके उस्तार्द, का 70 वर्ण की आयु 

में ननधन 

• The celebrated Hungarian filmmaker Béla Tarr, director of such works as Sátántangó and 
The Turin Horse and the recipient of numerous awards for his long and often darkly comic 
films, has died at 70 

 प्रसिद्ध हंगेरियन ऩिल्काि बेला टाि, Sátántंंगम और र्द टू्यरिन हॉर्ण जैिी कृसिय ों के सिरे्दशक और 

अपिी लोंबी व अक्सर गहरे हास्यपूर्ण स़िल् ों के सलए अिेक पुरस्कार ों के प्राप्तकिाण, का 70 वर्ण की आयु में सिधि 

ह  गया 

• During a career spanning decades, Tarr wrote and directed nine feature films, starting with 
his debut, Family Nest, in 1979 and ending in 2011 with The Turin Horse, which won the 
Silver Bear Jury Grand Prize at the Berlin International Film Festival that year 

 र्दशक ों िक चले अपिे कररयर में, टार िे नौ फीचि ऩिल्ें सलखी ों और सिरे्दसशि की ों, सजिकी शुरुआि 1979 में 

उिकी पहली स़िल् Family Nest िे हुई और 2011 में The Turin Horse के िाथ िमाप्त हुई, सजििे उिी 

वर्ण बनलणन अंतििाष्ट्र ीय ऩिल् महमत्सव में नर्ल्वि बेयि जूिी ग्रैंड प्राइज जीिा 

• Tarr frequently collaborated with Hungarian author László Krasznahorkai, who last year 
won the Nobel Prize in literature 

 टार िे अक्सर हंगेरियन लेखक लास्लम क्रास्नाहमिकाई के िाथ िहय ग सकया, सजन्हें सपछले वर्ण र्ानहत्य का 

नमबेल पुिस्काि समला 

• Tarr’s films, some of which were adaptations of Mr. Krasznahorkai’s novels (Sátántangó and 
Werckmeister Harmonies), have been awarded prizes at festivals around Europe and Asia, 
and he received honorary professorships at universities in China 

 टार की स़िल्ें, सजिमें िे कुछ श्री क्रास्नाह रकाई के उपन्याि ों (Sátántangó और Werckmeister 

Harmonies) के रूपाोंिरर् थी ों, क  यूिमप औि एनशया के मह त्सव ों में पुरस्कार समले, और उन्हें चीन की 

सवश्वसवद्यालय ों में मानर्द प्रमफेर्िनशप भी प्राप्त हुई 
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• In a statement on Tuesday, the Hungarian Filmmakers’ Association con-firmed Tarr’s 
death, writing that “with deep sorrow we announce that, after a long and serious illness, •lm 
director Béla Tarr passed away early this morning” 

 मंगलवाि क  जारी एक बयाि में हंगेरियन ऩिल्मेकर्ण एर्मनर्एशन िे टार के सिधि की पुसि करिे हुए 

सलखा सक “गहरे रु्दख के िाथ हम घ र्र्ा करिे हैं सक लोंबी और गोंभीर बीमारी के बार्द स़िल् सिरे्दशक बेला टाि 

का आज िुबह सिधि ह  गया” 

• Tarr completed his first feature film, Family Nest, when he was only 23 

 टार िे अपिी पहली फीचर स़िल् Family Nest िब पूरी की जब उिकी आयु केवल 23 वर्ण थी 

• That lm won the Grand Prize at the Mannheim-Heidelberg International Film Festival that 
year 

 उि स़िल् िे उिी वर्ण मैनहाइम-हाइडेलबगण अंतििाष्ट्र ीय ऩिल् महमत्सव में ग्रैंड प्राइज जीिा 

Slow-paced lms 

 धीमी गनत की ऩिल्ें 

• Often shot in black and white and defined by long, hypnotic takes, Tarr’s films depict 
bleak, hopeless, even dystopian landscapes 

GS Paper 1: History,  

TOPICS COVERED    07 January 2026 

1.  Education Minister releases 55 volumes of literary works 

 नशक्षा मंत्री ने र्ानहत्यत्यक कृनतयम ंके 55 खंड जािी नकए 

2. QUIZ 
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Education Minister releases 55 volumes of literary works 

 नशक्षा मंत्री ने र्ानहत्यत्यक कृनतयम ंके 55 खंड जािी नकए 

• The books are released in classical Indian languages such as Kannada, Odia, Telugu, 
Malayalam, and Tamil, along with a sign-language series of the Tirukkural by Tamil poet 
Thiruvalluvar 

 ये पुस्तकें  कन्नड़, ओनड़या, तेलुगु, मलयालम औि तनमल जैिी शास्त्रीय भाितीय भार्ाओ ंमें जारी की गई 

हैं, िाथ ही िसमल कसव नतरुवलु्लवि की नतरुकु्किल की र्ांकेनतक भार्ा शंृ्खला भी शासमल है 

• Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Tuesday officially released 55 volumes 
of literary works in classical Indian languages such as Kannada, Odia, Telugu, Malayalam, 
and Tamil, along with a sign-language series of the Tirukkural by Tamil poet Thiruvalluvar 

 कें द्रीय सशक्षा मोंत्री धमेंद्र प्रधान िे मोंगलवार क  कन्नड़, ओसड़या, िेलुगु, मलयालम और िसमल जैिी शास्त्रीय 

भारिीय भार्ाओों में 55 र्ानहत्यत्यक कृनतयम ंके खंड िथा िसमल कसव नतरुवलु्लवि की नतरुकु्किल की 

िाोंकेसिक भार्ा शृ्रोंखला क  आसधकाररक रूप िे जारी सकया 
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• A government statement said that of these literary works, 41 were brought out by the Centres 
of Excellence for Classical Languages under the Central Institute of Indian Languages 
(CIIL) 

 एक िरकारी बयाि में कहा गया सक इि िासहत्यिक कृसिय ों में िे 41 क  कें द्रीय भाितीय भार्ा रं्स्थान 

(CIIL) के अोंिगणि शास्त्रीय भार्ाओ ंके उतृ्कष्ट्ता कें द्रम ंद्वारा प्रकासशि सकया गया 

• In addition, 13 books and the sign language series of Tirukkural have been brought out by 
the Central Institute of Classical Tamil 

• In one such post in Tamil, the Union Minister said that the released books had six 
Malayalam translations of Sangam-period works such as Purananooru, Pathitrupathu, 
and Pathuppattu, and later period works such as Nanmanikkatigai, Nanarpattu, and 
Muthollayiram 

 ऐिी ही एक तनमल प स्ट में कें द्रीय मोंत्री िे कहा सक जारी पुस्तक ों में रं्गम काल की कृसिय ों जैिे पुिनानूरु, 

पनितु्रप्पिु औि पिुप्पट्टु िथा बार्द के काल की कृसिय ों जैिे ननमनर्क्कनटगै, ननिपट्टु औि मुिमल्लनयिम 

के छह मलयालम अनुवार्द शासमल हैं 

• A Telugu translation of Silappathikaram, one of the five great epics, is also included in 
this 

 इिमें पांच महान महाकाव्म ंमें िे एक नर्लप्पनिकािम का तेलुगु अनुवार्द भी शासमल है 

• In another post about the works released in Odia, Mr. Pradhan said this was a “proud 
moment for the world of Odia literature and culture” 

 ओनड़या में जारी कृसिय ों पर एक अन्य प स्ट में श्री प्रधाि िे इिे “ओनड़या र्ानहत्य औि रं्सृ्कनत की रु्दननया 

के नलए गवण का क्षर्” बिाया 

• He noted how works such as Charyapada and Madalapanji would create a “new 
introduction to the rich vocabulary of the Odia language” 

 उन्ह ोंिे कहा सक चयाणपर्द और मर्दालापांजी जैिी कृसियाों “ओनड़या भार्ा की र्मृद्ध शब्दावली का नया 

परिचय” र्देंगी 

• He also mentioned how the English and Hindi translations would “help bring Odisha’s 
history closer to non-Odia readers” 

 उन्ह ोंिे यह भी उले्लख सकया सक अंगे्रजी औि नहंर्दी अनुवार्द “ओनड़शा के इनतहार् कम गैि-ओनड़या पाठकम ं

के किीब लाने में मर्दर्द किें गे” 

• The Education Minister said the Union government had worked “extensively to strengthen 
and promote all Indian languages”, citing measures such as including more languages on 
the scheduled list, translation of classical texts into Indian languages, and encouraging 
education in Indian languages 

 सशक्षा मोंत्री िे कहा सक कें द्र िरकार िे “र्भी भाितीय भार्ाओ ंकम र्शक्त औि प्रमत्सानहत किने के नलए 

व्ापक रूप रे् काम नकया है”, सजिमें अनुरू्नचत रू्ची में असधक भार्ाओों क  शासमल करिा, शास्त्रीय गं्रिम ं

का भारिीय भार्ाओों में अिुवार्द और भारिीय भार्ाओों में सशक्षा क  बढावा रे्दिा शासमल है 

• He said that the National Education Policy of 2020 advanced this vision of education in 
Indian languages, and that India continued to be a “vibrant example of unity in diversity” 

 उन्ह ोंिे कहा सक िाष्ट्र ीय नशक्षा नीनत 2020 िे भारिीय भार्ाओों में सशक्षा की इि दृसि क  आगे बढाया और 

भारि “नवनवधता में एकता का जीवंत उर्दाहिर्” बिा हुआ है 

• He said, “In contrast to the Macaulay (Thomas Babington Macaulay) mindset of the 
colonial era, Indian civilisation has always regarded languages as bridges for dialogue and 
cultural harmony.” 

 उन्ह ोंिे कहा, “औपसिवेसशक काल की मैकॉले (िॉमर् बैनबंगटन मैकॉले) माननर्कता के सवपरीि, भारिीय 

िभ्यिा िे हमेशा भार्ाओों क  रं्वार्द औि र्ांसृ्कनतक र्द्भाव के रे्तु के रूप में मािा है” 

• “Indian languages have stood the test of time despite the attempts to destroy them. India 
is a country of immense linguistic diversity, and it is the responsibility of society to ensure 
that the nation’s historical, cultural, and literary wealth is preserved and that future 
generations are made aware of it,” Mr. Pradhan said 

 “भाितीय भार्ाओ ंने र्मय की कर्ौटी पि खुर्द कम र्ानबत नकया है, उन्हें िि करिे के प्रयाि ों के बावजूर्द। 

भारि नवशाल भार्ाई नवनवधता वाला रे्दश है, और यह िमाज की सजमे्मर्दारी है सक रे्दश की ऐनतहानर्क, 

र्ांसृ्कनतक औि र्ानहत्यत्यक रं्पर्दा क  िोंरसक्षि सकया जाए और आिे वाली पीसढय ों क  इिके बारे में जागरूक 

सकया जाए,” श्री प्रधाि िे कहा 
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GS Paper 1: Society 

TOPICS COVERED    07 January 2026 

1.  Haryana woman with 10 daughters gives birth to a son 

 10 बेनटयम ंवाली हरियार्ा की मनहला ने बेटे कम जन्म नर्दया 

Haryana woman with 10 daughters gives birth to 
a son 

 10 बेनटयम ंवाली हरियार्ा की मनहला ने बेटे कम जन्म 

नर्दया 

• Ten daughters and now a son. 

 र्दि बेसटयााँ और अब एक बेटा। 

• A woman and her labourer husband, married for 19 years, 
welcomed their 11th child in a Haryana hospital this week, 
raising concerns over maternal health and the age-old 
desire for families to have a son come what may. 

 19 वर्ों िे सववासहि एक मसहला और उिके मजरू्दि पनत िे इि िप्ताह 

हरियार्ा के एक अस्पताल में अपिे 11वें बचे्च का स्वागि सकया, सजििे 

मातृ स्वास्थ्य और सकिी भी कीमि पर बेटा पाने की पुिानी इच्छा क  

लेकर सचोंिाएाँ  बढी ों। 

• It was a high-risk delivery but both mother and child are 
doing one, said Dr. Narveer Sheoran of the Ojas Hospital 
and Maternity Home in Jind district’s Uchana town. 

 यह एक उच्च-जमत्यखम प्रर्व था लेसकि मां औि बच्चा र्द ि ों ठीक हैं, ऐिा 

नजंर्द नजले के उचाना कसे्ब त्यिि ओजर् अस्पताल एवं मैटिननटी हमम 

के डॉ. निवीि श्यमिार् िे कहा। 

• The 37-year-old woman was admitted to the hospital on 
January 3 and the baby was born the next day. 

 37 वर्ीय मनहला क  3 जनविी क  अस्पिाल में भिी कराया गया और 

अगले नर्दन बचे्च का जन्म हुआ। 

• She was back home in her village in adjoining Fatehabad district the next day. 

 वह अगले नर्दन ही पाि के फतेहाबार्द नजले के अपिे गााँव वापि लौट गई। 

 

GS Paper 1: Geography 

TOPICS COVERED    07 January 2026 

1.  Madras HC upholds order to light lamp at Madurai stone pillar 

 मद्रार् उच्च न्यायालय ने मरु्दिै के पत्थि सं्तभ पि र्दीप प्रज्वलन के आरे्दश कम बिकिाि 

िखा 
2. Death toll in Siau Island woods in Indonesia 

 इंडमनेनशया के नर्याउ द्वीप में बाढ़ रे् मौतम ंकी रं्ख्या 
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Madras HC upholds order to light lamp 
at Madurai stone pillar 

 मद्रार् उच्च न्यायालय ने मरु्दिै के पत्थि सं्तभ पि 

र्दीप प्रज्वलन के आरे्दश कम बिकिाि िखा 

• A Division Bench of the Madras High 
Court on Tuesday upheld an earlier single-judge 
order directing the Subramaniya Swamy Temple 
management to light the Karthigai Deepam at a 
stone pillar, identified as the deepathoon, atop 
Thirupparankundram Hill in Madurai of Tamil 
Nadu, dismissing fears of public disturbance as an 
“imaginary ghost”, which would only happen if 
sponsored by the State itself. 

• The State government plans to challenge 
the order in the Supreme Court, Minister S. 
Regupathy told journalists after the ruling. 

 सिर्णय के बार्द मंत्री एर्. िेगुपनत िे पत्रकार ों क  बिाया सक 

िाज्य र्िकाि इि आरे्दश क  रु्प्रीम कमटण में चुिौिी रे्दिे की 

य जिा बिा रही है। 

• “It is ridiculous and hard to believe the fear 
of the mighty State that by allowing representatives 
of the Devasthanam [temple management] to light 
the lamp at the stone pillar near top of the hill located 
within its territory of Devasthanam land, on a 
particular day in a year, will cause disturbance to 
public peace. Of course, it may happen only if such 
disturbance is sponsored by the State itself. We 
pray no State should stoop to that level to achieve 
their political agenda,” it said. 

 

Death toll in Siau Island floods in 
Indonesia 

• At least 16 people were killed after 
torrential rains triggered a flash flood on 
Indonesia’s Siau island, north of Sulawesi 

 कम िे कम 16 लमगम ंकी मौि मूर्लाधाि बारिश के बार्द 

अचानक आई बाढ़ िे हुई, ज  इंडमनेनशया के नर्याउ द्वीप, 

रु्लावेर्ी के उत्तर में त्यिि है 

• A river inundated four towns, injuring 22 
people and displacing nearly 700 residents 

 एक नर्दी िे चाि कस्बम ंक  जलमग्न कर सर्दया, सजिमें 22 लमग 

घायल हुए और लगभग 700 ननवानर्यम ंक  सविासपि ह िा 

पड़ा 
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GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED  
07  January 2026 

1. EC tells SC it has duty to weed out foreigners 

 ईर्ी ने एर्र्ी रे् कहा नक नवरे्दनशयम ंकम हटाना उर्का कतणव् है 

2. Poll panel publishes draft rolls for U.P.; 18.7% names removed 

 यूपी के नलए ननवाणचन आयमग ने मर्ौर्दा मतर्दाता रू्ची जािी की; 18.7% नाम हटाए 

गए 

3. The right to disconnect in an ‘always-on’ economy 

‘हमेशा-र्नक्रय’ अिणव्वस्था में नडस्कनेक्ट हमने का अनधकाि 
 

 

EC tells SC it has duty to weed out foreigners 

 ईर्ी ने एर्र्ी रे् कहा नक नवरे्दनशयम ंकम हटाना उर्का कतणव् है 

• The poll body maintained that it has the “constitutional power, even a constitutional duty” 
to ensure that not a single foreigner, as far as possible, occupies space in the nation’s 
electoral rolls. 

 चुिाव आय ग िे कहा सक उिके पाि “रं्वैधाननक शत्यक्त, बत्यि रं्वैधाननक कतणव्” है सक यथािोंभव रे्दश 

की मतर्दाता रू्नचयम ंमें एक भी सवरे्दशी ि रहे। 

• “The NRC register includes all the people, all citizens, whereas, in electoral rolls it is 
citizens who are above 18 years of age. Less than that they are not in the electoral roll. A 
person of unsound mind is excluded from the electoral roll, but is part of the NRC. 
Preparation of the electoral roll is not a parallel NRC on the face of it,”. 

• “All the important functionaries of the three organs of governance have to be citizens of 
India, be it the President, Vice-President, MPs, MLAs, or judges of the constitutional 
courts. One of the conditions is that they be citizens… No person is eligible to participate in 
the electoral process unless he is a citizen,” Mr. Dwivedi said. 

 “शािि के िीि ों अोंग ों के िभी प्रमुख पर्दासधकाररय ों क  भाितीय नागरिक ह िा ह िा है, चाहे वह िाष्ट्रपनत, 

उपिाष्ट्रपनत, र्ांर्र्द, नवधायक या रं्वैधाननक न्यायालयम ंके न्यायाधीश ह ों। शिों में िे एक यह है सक वे 

िागररक ह ों… क ई भी व्यत्यि िागररक हुए सबिा चुिावी प्रसक्रया में भाग लेिे का पात्र िही ों है,” श्री सद्ववेर्दी िे कहा। 
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• He noted how citizenship had played a prime part in the struggle for nationhood. The 
Government of India Act, 1935, had allowed a separate electorate for Europeans, leading to 
an objection raised in the Constituent Assembly. 

 उन्ह ोंिे बिाया सक नागरिकता िे िाष्ट्र -ननमाणर् के िोंघर्ण में अहम भूसमका सिभाई। भाित र्िकाि अनधननयम, 

1935 िे यूर सपय ों के सलए अलग सिवाणचक मोंडल की अिुमसि र्दी थी, सजि पर रं्नवधान र्भा में आपसत्त उठाई 

गई। 

• “From the aforesaid, it is evident that from its inception, the Constituent Assembly intended 
that authorities responsible for preparation of electoral rolls would enquire into citizenship 
and exclude those who were not citizens from the electoral rolls of constituencies. Later, the 
EC was vested with plenary powers with respect to superintendence, direction, and 
control over all elections, as well as the power to verify the status of citizenship under Article 
324 read with Article 326 (adult suffrage),” Mr. Dwivedi submitted for the poll body. 

 “उपर ि िे यह स्पि है सक प्रारोंभ िे ही रं्नवधान र्भा का उदे्दश्य था सक मतर्दाता रू्ची िैयार करिे वाले 

प्रासधकरर् नागरिकता की जाोंच करें  और ज  िागररक िही ों हैं उन्हें सिवाणचि के्षत्र ों की मिर्दािा िूची िे बाहर 

रखें। बार्द में चुनाव आयमग क  िभी चुिाव ों पर ननगिानी, ननरे्दशन औि ननयंत्रर् की पूर्ण शत्यक्तयां र्दी गईों, 

िाथ ही अनुचे्छर्द 324 कम अनुचे्छर्द 326 (वयस्क मतानधकाि) के िाथ पढिे हुए िागररकिा की त्यिसि जाोंचिे 

का असधकार सर्दया गया,” श्री सद्ववेर्दी िे प्रसु्ति सकया। 

• Even the power of Parliament under Article 327 to frame election laws was “subject to 
provisions of the Constitution”, Mr. Dwivedi said, adding that this means that “the 
legislative powers of Parliament envisaged under Article 327 are subject to Articles 324 and 
326.” 

 श्री सद्ववेर्दी िे कहा सक अनुचे्छर्द 327 के िहि चुिाव कािूि बिािे की रं्र्र्द की शत्यि भी “रं्नवधान के 

प्रावधानम ंके अधीन” है, अथाणि् “अिुचे्छर्द 327 के िहि िोंिर्द की सवधायी शत्यियाों अनुचे्छर्द 324 औि 326 के 

अधीि हैं।” 

• Addressing the petitioners’ submission that citizenship was exclusively the domain of the 
Union government, the EC counsel pointed to Section 9(2) of the Citizenship Act. 

 यासचकाकिाणओों की इि र्दलील पर सक नागरिकता केवल कें द्र र्िकाि का सवर्य है, ईिी के वकील िे 

नागरिकता अनधननयम की धािा 9(2) का हवाला सर्दया। 

• “The Central government has exclusive jurisdiction only with termination of citizenship on 
account of voluntary acquisition of foreign citizenship under this provision,” Mr. Dwivedi 
submitted. 

 “इि प्रावधाि के िहि कें द्र र्िकाि क  केवल से्वच्छा िे सवरे्दशी िागररकिा ग्रहर् करिे के कारर् िागररकिा 

िमाप्त करिे का सवशेर् असधकार है,” श्री सद्ववेर्दी िे कहा। 

• The senior counsel argued that it was for the Centre to issue a ‘national identity card’ and 
maintain a ‘National Register of Indian Citizens’ and, for that purpose, establish a National 
Registration Authority under Section 14A of the Citizenship Act, 1955. On the other 
hand, the EC drew its power to verify citizenship for the “preparation of the electoral rolls” 
under Article 324 of the Constitution.  
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Poll panel publishes draft rolls for U.P.; 18.7% names removed 

 यूपी के नलए ननवाणचन आयमग ने मर्ौर्दा मतर्दाता रू्ची जािी की; 18.7% नाम हटाए गए 

• Most populous State sees 2.89 crore names being deleted, the highest absolute number of 
removals under SIR in any State so far; urban centres saw highest percentage of names 
being left out; month-long claims and objections period begins 

 िबिे असधक जििोंख्या वाले िाज्य में 2.89 किमड़ नाम हटाए गए, ज  अब िक सकिी भी राज्य में  

• Among other States and Union Territories where the SIR has been carried out in the 
second phase, the deletions for Tamil Nadu was 15.19%, Gujarat 14.5%, West Bengal 
7.59%, Madhya Pradesh 7.45%, Rajasthan 7.65%, Chhattisgarh 12.88%, Kerala 8.65%, 
Puducherry 10.12%, Goa 8.44%, and Lakshadweep 2.47% 

• The remaining 18.7%, or about 2.89 crore voters, could not be included on the draft list due 
to deaths, permanent migration or multiple registrations 

 शेर् 18.7%, यािी लगभग 2.89 किमड़ मतर्दाता, मृतु्य, स्थायी प्रवार् या एक रे् अनधक पंजीकिर् के 

कारर् मिौर्दा िूची में शासमल िही ों सकए जा िके 

• While 46.23 lakh voters (2.99%) were found to be deceased, 2.17 crore voters (14.06%) 
had either permanently migrated or were not available during the verification process 

 जहााँ 46.23 लाख मतर्दाता (2.99%) मृत पाए गए, वही ों 2.17 किमड़ मतर्दाता (14.06%) या ि  स्थायी रूप 

रे् स्थानांतरित ह  चुके थे या र्त्यापन प्रनक्रया के र्दौिान उपलब्ध नही ंथे 

• Another 25.47 lakh voters (1.65%) were found to be registered at more than one place 

 अन्य 25.47 लाख मतर्दाता (1.65%) एक रे् अनधक स्थानम ंपि पंजीकृत पाए गए 

Most deletions 

 र्बरे् अनधक नाम हटाए गए 

• Urban centres saw the highest percentage of deletions, led by State capital Lucknow at 
30% and closely followed by Ghaziabad, an industrial district adjoining Delhi, at 28% 

 शहिी कें द्रम ंमें िाम हटिे का प्रसिशि िबिे असधक रहा, सजिमें िाज्य की िाजधानी लखनऊ में 30% और 

नर्दल्ली िे िटे औद्य सगक स़िले गानजयाबार्द में 28% िाम हटाए गए 
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• Gautam Buddha Nagar, another district adjoining Delhi, saw 23.7% deletion, Prayagraj 
24% and Kanpur 25% 

 नर्दल्ली िे िटे एक अन्य स़िले गौतम बुद्ध नगि में 23.7%, प्रयागिाज में 24% और कानपुि में 25% िाम 

हटाए गए 

• The SIR process in the State has till now taken a total of 62 days and has seen three 
extensions 

• All those who have submitted enumeration forms, but have not been mapped to the 2003 
list would be called for hearing with any of the 12 documents mandated by the EC as proof 
of citizenship and residence 

 

 
 
The right to disconnect in an ‘always-on’ economy 

‘हमेशा-र्नक्रय’ अिणव्वस्था में नडस्कनेक्ट हमने का अनधकाि 

• In the digital age, our greatest tools of productivity — the smartphone, the laptop, the 
instantaneous email — have become our silent, 24X7 taskmasters. 
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 सडसजटल युग में उत्पार्दकिा के हमारे िबिे बडे़ िाधि — स्माटणफमन, लैपटॉप, तत्काल ईमेल — हमारे मौि 

24X7 कायण-प्रबंधक बि गए हैं। 

• They have eroded the vital boundary between professional life and personal well-being, 
turning evenings, weekends, and even holidays into extensions of the workday. 

 इन्ह ोंिे पेशेवि जीवन और व्त्यक्तगत कल्यार् के बीच की महत्वपूर्ण िीमा क  समटा सर्दया है, सजििे शामें, 

िप्ताहाोंि और यहााँ िक सक छुसियााँ भी कायणसर्दवि का सवस्तार बि गई हैं। 

• This culture of constant availability is not a badge of dedication, it is a creeping sickness, and 
its diagnosis is writ large across the face of the Indian workforce. 

 लगािार उपलब्ध रहिे की यह िोंसृ्कसि िमपणर् का प्रिीक िही ों है, बत्यि एक बढिी हुई बीमारी है, और इिका 

सिर्दाि भाितीय कायणबल के चेहरे पर िाफ सर्दखाई रे्दिा है। 

• The time has come for India to officially legislate a fundamental right for its citizens, the right 
to disconnect. 

• It is a national imperative for public health, long-term economic productivity, and social 
stability. 

• According to the International Labour Organization (ILO), a staggering 51% of India’s 
workforce works more than 49 hours per week, placing the country second globally for 
extended working hours. 

• The human cost of this relentless cycle is even more alarming, 78% of employees in India 
report experiencing job burnout, leading inevitably to physical and emotional exhaustion. 

 इि सिरोंिर चक्र की मािवीय कीमि और भी भयावह है, भारि में 78% कमणचारी नौकिी रे् हमने वाले 

बनणआउट का अिुभव करिे हैं, ज  असिवायण रूप िे शारीररक और भाविात्मक थकाि की ओर ले जािा है। 

• This crisis of perpetual availability is not a matter of feeling fatigued, it translates directly into 
severe health conditions. 

 लगािार उपलब्ध रहिे का यह िोंकट केवल थकाि की भाविा िही ों है, बत्यि िीधे गोंभीर स्वास्थ्य र्मस्याओ ंमें 

बर्दल जािा है। 

• The lack of a proper work-life balance contributes significantly to lifestyle diseases such as 
hypertension, diabetes, anxiety and depression. 

 उसचि कायण-जीवन रं्तुलन की कमी उच्च िक्तचाप, मधुमेह, नचंता और अवर्ार्द जैिी जीविशैली िोंबोंधी 

बीमाररय ों में बड़ा य गर्दाि रे्दिी है। 

• These are not just individual tragedies, they are a societal burden that drains our health-
care system and severely impairs organisational productivity. 

 ये केवल व्यत्यिगि त्रािसर्दयााँ िही ों हैं, बत्यि एक र्ामानजक बमझ हैं ज  हमारी स्वास्थ्य प्रर्ाली क  कमज र 

करिा है और रं्गठनात्मक उत्पार्दकता क  गोंभीर रूप िे प्रभासवि करिा है। 

• A fatigued worker is less creative, more prone to error, and, ultimately, less productive. 

• Furthermore, work-related stress, often fuelled by the expectation of 24X7 digital availability, 
is a significant contributor to the burgeoning national mental health crisis, accounting for 
10%–12% of cases, as per the National Mental Health Survey. 

• The Occupational Safety, Health, and Working Conditions Code, 2020, sets a maximum 
limit on working hours for traditional “workers”, but critically, it often fails to extend the same 
protection to all “employees”. 

 व्ावर्ानयक रु्िक्षा, स्वास्थ्य औि कायण परित्यस्थनतयााँ रं्नहता, 2020, पारोंपररक “श्नमकम”ं के सलए कायण घोंट ों 

की असधकिम िीमा िय करिी है, लेसकि अक्सर िभी “कमणचारियम”ं क  वही िुरक्षा रे्दिे में सवफल रहिी है। 

• This gap leaves a large portion of India’s young, digitally-native, and highly vulnerable 
workforce exposed to exploitative working hours, without adequate safeguards. 

 यह अोंिर भारि के युवा, नडनजटल-प्रवीर्, और अिसधक िोंवेर्दिशील कायणबल के बडे़ सहसे्स क  शमर्र्कािी 

कायण घंटम ंके िामिे सबिा पयाणप्त िुरक्षा के छ ड़ रे्दिा है। 

• In a system where employees fear disciplinary action or termination simply for failing to 
answer a late night email, the power dynamic is inherently skewed towards the employer. 

• First, employees cannot be penalised, disciplined, or discriminated against for refusing to 
respond to work-related communication beyond their specified working hours. 

 पहला, सिधाणररि कायण घोंट ों के बार्द काम िे जुड़ी िोंचार का जवाब ि रे्दिे पर कमणचाररय ों क  रं्दनडत, अनुशानर्त 

या उिके िाथ भेर्दभाव िही ों सकया जा िकेगा। 

• Second, a mechanism must be established to address and resolve grievances when the 
rights of workers are infringed upon. 
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 रू्दिरा, जब कमणचाररय ों के असधकार ों का उल्लोंघि ह  ि  नशकायतम ंके िमाधाि के सलए एक िोंत्र िासपि सकया 

जािा चासहए। 

• Both are fundamentally about restoring dignity and ensuring that the right to recharge is 
respected, allowing individuals to maintain their physical and mental well-being without fear 
of professional repercussions. 

• France, a pioneer in this area, introduced the “right to disconnect” as far back as 2017. 

 इि के्षत्र में अग्रर्ी फ्ांर् िे 2017 में ही “नडस्कनेक्ट हमने का अनधकाि” लागू सकया था। 

• Since then, Portugal, Italy, Ireland, and Australia have followed suit, embedding similar 
protections into their labour codes. 

• This is a clear signal that the most developed economies understand that respecting 
downtime is not an impediment to economic growth, but a precondition for sustainable 
growth. 

• The “right to disconnect” is defined as the employee being no longer compelled to remain 
available beyond their regular working hours, thereby blurring the lines between their personal 
and professional lives and exacerbating stress and burnout. 

• The legislative momentum behind the right to disconnect confirms its urgency, with 
pioneering States such as Kerala already introducing their own legislation for the local 
private sector. 

• My proposed Bill, by amending the Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions 
Code (2020), ensures that this right is foundational across all States and, critically, extends 
protection to the vulnerable contractual and gig workforce often left out by current 
definitions. 

• For any legislation to be effective, it must be supported by comprehensive awareness 
programmes, advocacy and sensitisation workshops for both employees and 
management. 

सकिी भी कािूि क  प्रभावी बिािे के सलए आवश्यक है सक उिे कमणचाररय ों और प्रबोंधि र्द ि ों के सलए व्यापक 

जागरूकता कायणक्रमम,ं वकालत और रं्वेर्दनशीलता कायणशालाओ ंका िमथणि समले। 

• It is especially important to address the organisational norms that perpetuate toxic work 
cultures, those where “presenteeism” is valued over actual output, and where the late 
night email is seen as a proxy for commitment. 

सवशेर् रूप िे उि रं्गठनात्मक मानरं्दडम ंक  िोंब सधि करिा ़िरूरी है ज  नवर्ाक्त कायण रं्सृ्कनत क  बढावा 

रे्दिे हैं, जहााँ वास्तसवक उत्पार्दकिा िे असधक “पे्रजेंटीज़्म” क  महत्व सर्दया जािा है और रे्दि िात के ईमेल क  

प्रसिबद्धिा का पैमािा मािा जािा है। 

• The provisions for proactive mental health support services, including counselling and 
psychological support for workers, must, therefore, become integral to the new workplace 
ethos. 

इिसलए कमणचाररय ों के सलए माननर्क स्वास्थ्य र्हायता रे्वाओ,ं सजिमें पिामशण और मनमवैज्ञाननक र्हयमग 

शासमल हैं, क  िए कायणिल की िोंसृ्कसि का असिवायण सहस्सा बििा चासहए। 

• The right to disconnect is an investment. 

नडस्कनेक्ट हमने का अनधकाि एक ननवेश है। 

• It is an acknowledgment that well-rested minds are sharper, more innovative and more 
committed in the long run. 

• We are dramatically enhancing the quality of those hours spent on the job. 

 
 

GS Paper II: Governance, 

TOPICS COVERED  
07  January 2026 

1. Privatisation and policy gaps threaten India’s public health system 

 ननजीकिर् औि नीनतगत कनमयााँ भाित की र्ावणजननक स्वास्थ्य प्रर्ाली कम खतिे में 

डाल िही हैं 
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Privatisation and policy gaps threaten India’s public health system 

 ननजीकिर् औि नीनतगत कनमयााँ भाित की र्ावणजननक स्वास्थ्य प्रर्ाली कम खतिे में डाल िही 

हैं 
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• India’s public health system struggles with chronic underfunding, privatisation, policy 
failure, and social inequities; doctors occupy a unique position of trust and moral 
authority, giving them the power to act as agents of social change and challenge policies 
that worsen disease and suffering. 

• From fake medicines and unnecessary surgeries to unethical clinical trials, countless 
people have suffered across the country 

 नकली र्दवाओ,ं अनावश्यक र्जणिी िे लेकर अनैनतक त्यिननकल टर ायल िक, रे्दश भर में अिसगिि ल ग ों िे 

पीड़ा झेली है 

• At the same time, risk factors for disease are steadily rising due to policy gaps and 
systemic policy failures 

 इिी िमय नीनत की खानमयम ंऔर प्रर्ालीगत नवफलताओ ंके कारर् बीमाररय ों के जमत्यखम कािक लगािार 

बढ रहे हैं 

• The consumption of ultra-processed foods is driving an epidemic of non-communicable 
diseases 

• ASHA workers continue to struggle for their rights and working conditions in most public 
hospitals remain abysmal 

•  प्राइवेट इनिटी के प्रभाव िे सिजी स्वास्थ्य के्षत्र में डॉक्टर ों पर मानर्क लक्ष्य पूरे करिे का र्दबाव बढ गया है 

• Through schemes like AB PMJAY and growing public-private partnerships, public money 
is increasingly diverted to the private sector 

• With most private medical colleges charging over ₹40 lakhs for undergraduate training 
doctors shift focus from social causes of disease to recovering financial investment 

• While solutions like increased public funding, primary care investment, and regulation of 
privatisation are often discussed they remain abstract ideas 

• Doctors occupy a unique position of power and trust in society giving them an exceptional 
capacity to drive social change 

• How poverty becomes malnutrition how unsafe roads become trauma how weak 
regulation becomes cancer, kidney failure or tuberculosis 

 कैिे गिीबी कुपमर्र् बििी है कैिे अरु्िनक्षत र्ड़कें  रु्दघणटना बििी हैं कैिे कमजमि ननयम कैं र्ि नकडनी 

फेल्यमि या टीबी बि जािे हैं 

• This proximity to suffering grants doctors moral authority that few other groups possess 

 पीड़ा के इििे सिकट ह िे िे डॉक्टर ों क  वह नैनतक अनधकाि समलिा है ज  बहुि कम िमूह ों के पाि ह िा है 

• Their voices carry credibility across social classes in courts in the media and in policymaking 
spaces 

 उिकी आवा़ि हर र्ामानजक वगण में नवश्वर्नीयता रखिी है अर्दालि ों में मीसडया में और िीसि सिमाणर् के मोंच ों 

पर भी 

• Because they speak from lived clinical experience rather than abstract ideology 

 क् ोंसक वे वास्तनवक नचनकत्सकीय अनुभव िे ब लिे हैं ि सक सकिी अमूिण सवचारधारा िे 

• The idea that a physician’s responsibility extends beyond the clinic is not new 

 यह सवचार सक डॉक्टर की सजमे्मर्दारी केवल त्यिननक िक िीसमि िही ों है िया िही ों है 

• In India students know Rudolf Virchow mainly for his contribution to cell theory and modern 
pathology 

 भारि में छात्र रूडमल्फ नविचम क  मुख्यिः  कमनशका नर्द्धांत और आधुसिक पैथ लॉजी के य गर्दाि के सलए 

जाििे हैं 

• However his role as a revolutionary physician is rarely discussed 

 लेसकि एक क्रांनतकािी नचनकत्सक के रूप में उिकी भूसमका पर बहुि कम चचाण ह िी है 

• In 1848 he helped start Medical Reform a weekly newspaper 

 1848 में उन्ह ोंिे िाप्तासहक पसत्रका मेनडकल रिफॉमण शुरू करिे में मर्दर्द की 

• Which promoted the idea that medicine is a social science and the physician is the 
natural attorney of the poor 

 सजििे यह सवचार फैलाया सक नचनकत्सा एक र्ामानजक नवज्ञान है और डॉक्टि गिीबम ंका प्राकृनतक वकील 

हमता है 

• He argued that disease is not only a biological event but a political and social outcome 

 उन्ह ोंिे िकण  सर्दया सक बीमारी केवल जैनवक घटना िही ों बत्यि एक िाजनीनतक औि र्ामानजक परिर्ाम है 

• Shaped by poverty, poor housing, hunger, lack of education and exclusion from power 
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• In 1861 he co founded the German Progressive Party 

 1861 में उन्ह ोंिे जमणन प्रमगे्रनर्व पाटी की िह िापिा की 

• And was elected to the Prussian Diet 

 और प्रनशयन रं्र्र्द के सलए चुिे गए 

• Where he became a leading constitutional opponent of Otto von Bismarck 

 जहाों वे ओटम वॉन नबस्माकण  की िीसिय ों के प्रमुख िोंवैधासिक सवर धी बिे 

• Virchow argued that state resources should move away from military expansion to 
sanitation housing education and public health infrastructure 

• His political engagement continued in the German Reichstag from 1880 to 1893 

 उिकी राजिीसिक भागीर्दारी 1880 रे् 1893 िक जमणन िाइखसै्टग में जारी रही 

• Where he advocated urban sanitation clean water supply public education and scientific 
freedom 

• In 1985, the Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to International Physicians for the 
Prevention of Nuclear War 

 1985 में नमबेल शांनत पुिस्काि इंटिनेशनल नफजीनशयन्स फॉि र्द नप्रवेंशन ऑफ नू्यत्यियि वॉि क  सर्दया 

गया 

• Recognising how physicians mobilised their scientific authority and moral credibility to 
challenge nuclear proliferation 

• During the apartheid era in South Africa, physicians exposed racial discrimination in 
healthcare 

 र्दनक्षर् अफ्ीका में िंगभेर्द काल के र्दौराि डॉक्टर ों िे स्वास्थ्य िेवा में नस्लीय भेर्दभाव क  उजागर सकया 

• They documented abuses and challenged the medical establishment’s complicity with state 
violence 

 उन्ह ोंिे अत्याचािम ंका र्दस्तावेजीकरर् सकया और िाज्य नहंर्ा में नचनकत्सा व्वस्था की नमलीभगत क  चुिौिी 

र्दी 

• Doctors openly opposed apartheid policies asserting that neutrality in injustice is 
incompatible with medical ethics 

 डॉक्टर ों िे रोंगभेर्द िीसिय ों का खुलकर सवर ध सकया और कहा सक अन्याय के र्ामने तटस्थता नचनकत्सा 

नैनतकता के त्यखलाफ है 

• India too has its own history of physicians as social reformers 

 भारि की भी डॉक्टर ों के र्ामानजक रु्धािक ह िे की अपिी परोंपरा रही है 

• Dr Muthulakshmi Reddy stands out as a powerful example 

 डॉ मुिुलक्ष्मी िेड्डी इिका एक िशि उर्दाहरर् हैं 

• One of India’s first women doctors and legislators 

 वे भारि की पहली मनहला डॉक्टिम ंऔि नवधायकम ंमें िे थी ों 

• She fought against child marriage, devadasi practices, and the exclusion of women from 
education and public life 

 उन्ह ोंिे बाल नववाह, रे्दवर्दार्ी प्रिा और मनहलाओ ंके र्ामानजक बनहष्काि के त्यखलाफ िोंघर्ण सकया 

• Her work shows how medical authority can advance gender justice, social reform, and 
public welfare 

• Oncologists must ask why tobacco and alcohol are still aggressively promoted 

 कैं र्ि नवशेर्ज्ञम ंक  पूछिा चासहए सक तंबाकू औि शिाब का प्रचार अब भी आक्रामक रूप िे क् ों ह िा है 

• Why smokeless tobacco has become more affordable rather than less 

 धुआं िनहत तंबाकू िस्ता क् ों ह िा जा रहा है महोंगा क् ों िही ों 

• Why patients lack access to life saving cancer therapies 

 मरीज ों क  जीवन िक्षक कैं र्ि उपचाि क् ों उपलब्ध िही ों हैं 

• And why so much suffering remains normalised 

 और इििी असधक पीड़ा क  िामान्य क् ों माि सलया गया है 

• Trauma surgeons must confront why road traffic injuries are rising 

 टर ॉमा र्जणनम ंक  यह िवाल उठािा चासहए सक र्ड़क रु्दघणटनाएं क् ों बढ रही हैं 

• Nephrologists must ask why dialysis needs are rising and access remains limited 

 नेफ्मलॉनजस्टम ंक  पूछिा चासहए सक डायनलनर्र् की जरूरि िेजी िे क् ों बढ रही है और पहुोंच इििी र्ीनमत 

क् ों है 

• Obstetricians must question why anaemia persists among pregnant women 

 प्ररू्नत नवशेर्ज्ञम ंक  यह पूछिा चासहए सक गभणवती मनहलाओ ंमें एनीनमया अब भी क् ों बिा हुआ है 
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• Pulmonologists must ask why India has failed to eliminate tuberculosis despite decades of 
effort 

 फेफड़ा नवशेर्ज्ञम ंक  यह िवाल करिा चासहए सक र्दशक ों की क सशश ों के बावजूर्द भारि टीबी क  खत्म क् ों 

िही ों कर िका 

Doctors and the Responsibility to Challenge Systemic Failure 

 प्रर्ालीगत नवफलताओ ंकम चुनौती रे्दने की डॉक्टिम ंकी नजमे्मर्दािी 

• Following these questions inevitably leads to the same conclusions: policy failure, either 
because effective policies do not exist or because existing policies remain confined to paper 
and are never meaningfully implemented. 

 इि िवाल ों के पीछे वही सिष्कर्ण िामिे आिे हैं नीनत नवफलता, या ि  इिसलए सक प्रभावी िीसियााँ मौजूर्द िही ों हैं 

या इिसलए सक ज  िीसियााँ हैं वे केवल काग़ि ों िक िीसमि रह जािी हैं और कभी िाथणक रूप िे लागू िही ों ह िी ों। 

• These answers also point to persistent complacency, and often complicity, among 
those in power. 

 ये उत्तर ित्ता में बैठे ल ग ों की लगािार बिी रहिे वाली उर्दार्ीनता और अक्सर र्ांठगांठ की ओर भी इशारा 

करिे हैं। 

• They lead us to multiple industries that prioritise profit over people’s health, often enabled, 
protected, or even actively supported by the state. 

• Who benefits from the tap being left open. How can it be closed. Who is responsible for 
closing it, and why are they not doing so. 

 

Ultra-Processed Foods  

• Ultra-processed foods are industrial 
formulations made mostly from substances 
extracted from foods or created in 
laboratories, rather than from whole foods 
themselves. 

• These foods are designed to be convenient, 
long-lasting, and highly palatable, but they 
usually contain high levels of sugar, salt, 
unhealthy fats, and additives. 

Meaning and Concept 

• Ultra-processed foods are products that undergo multiple stages of 
industrial processing and contain ingredients not commonly used in 
home cooking. 

• These foods typically include preservatives, artificial colours, flavours, emulsifiers, and 
sweeteners. 

• The main purpose of ultra-processing is to increase shelf life, enhance taste, and maximise 
profit, rather than to improve nutritional value. 

 

 
 

GS Paper II: International Relations 

TOPICS COVERED  07  January 2026 

1. Dangerous paradigm. 

खतिनाक प्रनतमान। 

2. At a crossroads. 

चौिाहे पि। 
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3. America’s Venezuelan actions are most unlawful 

अमेरिका की वेनेजुएला रे् जुड़ी कािणवाइयााँ र्बरे् अनधक गैिकानूनी हैं 
4. Data shows Venezuela’s pivot from the U.S. to China 

आंकडे़ नर्दखाते हैं नक वेनेजुएला का झुकाव अमेरिका रे् चीन की ओि 
 

 
Dangerous paradigm. 

खतिनाक प्रनतमान। 

• Following the kidnapping and removal to U.S. soil of Venezuelan 
President Nicolás Maduro and his wife, on the back of military action 
not authorised by Congress or supported by the UN, U.S. President 
Donald Trump has now made clear his intent to set the crosshairs of 
American neo-imperialist expansionism on other nations and 
territories including Colombia, Greenland, Mexico, Cuba, and Iran. 
 

• The Trump administration surprised the world, and apparently 
Venezuelan military forces, when it launched an overnight strike on 
Caracas over the weekend, including likely use of artillery and special 
forces, to extract the Maduros to face federal drug trafficking and 
weapons charges, charges that Mr. Maduro pleaded not guilty to. 

 टर ंप प्रशार्न िे िप्ताहाोंि में कािाकार् पि िातमिंात हमला कर रु्दसिया और शायर्द 

वेिे़ुिएला की िेिा क  भी चौोंका सर्दया, सजिमें िोंभविः  तमपखाने औि नवशेर् बलम ं

का उपय ग हुआ, िासक मारु्दर  र्दोंपिी क  रं्घीय डर ग तस्किी औि हनियािम ंके 

आिमपम ंका िामिा करािे के सलए सिकाला जा िके, सजि आर प ों पर श्री मारु्दर  िे 

खुर्द कम ननर्दोर् बिाया। 

• Responding to media after the event, Mr. Trump appeared to be 
setting his sights on Colombian President Gustavo Petro, when he 
said that that country was being “run by a sick man who likes making 
cocaine and selling it to the U.S.,” and “He’s not going to be doing it for 
very long.” 

 घटिा के बार्द मीसडया िे बाि करिे हुए श्री टर ोंप िे क लोंसबया के रािर पसि गुस्तावम पेटर म 

पर सिशािा िाधिे हुए कहा सक वह रे्दश “एक बीमार आर्दमी द्वारा चलाया जा रहा है 

ज  क कीि बिािा और उिे अमेररका में बेचिा पिोंर्द करिा है,” और “वह यह काम 

ज्यार्दा िमय िक िही ों कर पाएगा।” 

• Similarly, Mr. Trump has remarked that the U.S. has a “need” for 
Greenland from the perspective of its “national security”, that 
“something will have to be done about Mexico” to rid the nation of the 
scourge of drug cartels, that Cuba is “ready to fall” in the absence of 
revenue linked to Venezuelan oil, and that Iran would be “hit very hard 
by the U.S.” if it cracked down on protesters on its soil. 

• The deeper danger of this so called “Donroe Doctrine” — ultimately 
premised on seizing Venezuela’s cherished oil resources rather than 
any pretext of “restoring democracy” — is that it may embolden 
autocrats and nations with an appetite for fomenting conflict to 
engage in similar destabilising unilateral military action against 
perceived enemies, potentially resulting in full-fledged cross-border 
confrontations. 
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America’s Venezuelan actions are most unlawful 

अमेरिका की वेनेजुएला रे् जुड़ी कािणवाइयााँ र्बरे् अनधक गैिकानूनी हैं 

• It is axiomatic that Article 2(4) of the United Nations Charter proscribes the use of force in 
international relations. 

 यह िवणसवसर्दि है सक रं्युक्त िाष्ट्र  चाटणि का अनुचे्छर्द 2(4) अोंिररािर ीय िोंबोंध ों में बल प्रय ग क  प्रसिबोंसधि 

करिा है। 

• The UN Charter, as Oona A. Hathaway and Scott J. Shapiro argue, outlawed war and 
fundamentally reshaped international law, making war an illegitimate instrument for settling 
disputes. 

 जैिा सक ऊना ए हैिवे और स्कॉट जे शानपिम िकण  रे्दिे हैं, िोंयुि रािर  चाटणर िे युद्ध क  गैरकािूिी ठहराया 

और अोंिररािर ीय कािूि क  मूल रूप िे बर्दल सर्दया, सजििे सववार्द िुलझािे का िाधि युद्ध िही ों रह गया। 

• Article 2(4) permits only two narrow exceptions, force may be used in self-defence or with 
the authorisation of the UN Security Council. 

• Hegemonic states such as the U.S. have consistently sought to overcome this constraint by 
adopting innovative solutions, including the broadening of the concept of self-defence. 

 अमेरिका जैिे प्रभुत्वशाली रे्दश ों िे इि बाधा क  पार करिे के सलए लगािार िए उपाय अपिाए हैं, सजिमें 

आत्मिक्षा की अवधारर्ा का सवस्तार भी शासमल है। 

• Arguably, self-defence is not limited to repelling an ongoing armed attack but also 
encompasses pre-emptive and anticipatory self-defence to combat cross-border terrorism. 

 िकण  सर्दया जािा है सक आत्मरक्षा केवल जारी िशस्त्र हमले क  र किे िक िीसमि िही ों है, बत्यि िीमा-पार 

आिोंकवार्द िे सिपटिे के सलए पूवण-ननवािक और पूवाणनुमाननत आत्मिक्षा क  भी शासमल करिी है। 

• Moreover, the use of force has also been invoked to justify humanitarian interventions such 
as the North Atlantic Treaty Organization bombing of Yugoslavia in 1999. 
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 इिके अलावा, बल प्रय ग क  मानवीय हस्तके्षपम ंक  उसचि ठहरािे के सलए भी इसे्तमाल सकया गया है, जैिे 

1999 में यूगमस्लानवया पि नाटम की बमबािी। 

• In the Venezuelan case, the U.S. appears to have surpassed even these contested 
categories and identified new grounds for the use of force. 

 वेिे़ुिएला के मामले में अमेरिका इि सववासर्दि शे्रसर्य ों िे भी आगे बढकर बल प्रय ग के सलए िए आधार गढिा 

हुआ प्रिीि ह िा है। 

• Senior U.S. officials are on record as stating that this cross-border operation was done as part 
of a law enforcement measure, bringing accused criminals such as Mr. Maduro and his wife 
to face trial in the U.S. 

 वररष्ठ अमेररकी असधकाररय ों िे ररकॉडण पर कहा है सक यह िीमा-पार कारणवाई एक कानून प्रवतणन उपाय के 

िहि की गई, िासक श्री मारु्दर  और उिकी पत्नी जैिे आर सपि ों क  अमेरिका में मुकर्दमे का िामिा कराया जा 

िके। 

• Other reasons offered are that the President was waging a ceaseless campaign of violence 
and subversion against the U.S. and posed a threat to the entire region. 

• The other legal issue this case has thrown up is the treatment of President Maduro. 

 इि मामले िे रािर पसि मारु्दिम के िाथ सकए गए व्यवहार िे जुड़ा एक और कािूिी प्रश्न खड़ा सकया है। 

• As the International Court of Justice held in the Arrest Warrant Case (Democratic 
Republic of the Congo vs Belgium), heads of state enjoy inviolability and immunity 
ratione personae (personal immunity) from the criminal jurisdiction of a foreign court. 

 जैिा सक अंतििाष्ट्र ीय न्यायालय िे अिेस्ट वािंट केर् (डेममके्रनटक रिपत्यिक ऑफ कांगम बनाम बेत्यियम) 

में कहा, रािर ाध्यक्ष ों क  सकिी सवरे्दशी अर्दालि के आपरासधक असधकार के्षत्र िे अस्पशणनीयता और व्त्यक्तगत 

प्रनतिक्षा प्राप्त ह िी है। 

• Irrespective of how someone came to office, under international law, what matters is the test 
of effective control. 

 क ई व्यत्यि ित्ता में कैिे आया, इििे परे, अोंिररािर ीय कािूि में प्रभावी ननयंत्रर् की किौटी ही सिर्ाणयक ह िी 

है। 

• The Maduro administration exercised effective control over Venezuelan territory. 

 मारु्दिम प्रशार्न का वेिे़ुिएला के के्षत्र पर प्रभावी सियोंत्रर् था। 

• Thus, President Maduro, as the head, is entitled to personal immunity and inviolability 
under international law. 

 इिसलए रािर पसि मारु्दिम क  रािर ाध्यक्ष ह िे के िािे अोंिररािर ीय कािूि के िहि व्त्यक्तगत प्रनतिक्षा और 

अस्पशणनीयता प्राप्त है। 

• Holding otherwise would give states a licence to stop recognising regimes or heads of state 
they do not consider lawful, using their subjective criteria, thereby denying them immunity, 
which would wreak havoc in the international legal system. 

 इिके सवपरीि माििे िे राज्य ों क  यह छूट समल जाएगी सक वे अपिे व्यत्यिपरक मािर्दोंड ों के आधार पर सकिी 

शािि या रािर ाध्यक्ष क  अवैध घ सर्ि कर उिकी प्रसिरक्षा छीि लें, सजििे अंतििाष्ट्र ीय कानूनी व्वस्था में भारी 

अव्यविा फैल जाएगी। 

• Moreover, forcibly taking the custody of a foreigner, let alone a head of state, on foreign land 
without that state’s consent or without a legal procedure, and physically bringing the person to 
face trial before a domestic court, is an internationally wrongful act. 

 इिके अलावा, सकिी सवरे्दशी व्यत्यि क , सवशेर्कर सकिी रािर ाध्यक्ष क , सबिा उि राज्य की िहमसि या कािूिी 

प्रसक्रया के सवरे्दशी भूसम पर जबरि सहरािि में लेिा और घरेलू अर्दालि में मुकर्दमे के सलए ले जािा एक 

अंतििाष्ट्र ीय रूप रे् गलत कायण है। 

• The U.S. endeavouring to ‘run’ Venezuela, reminiscent of naked imperialism, is also 
unlawful, as it amounts to undue interference in Venezuela’s internal affairs. 

• The meteoric rise of authoritarian regimes, including in countries that were once regarded 
as the vanguards of liberal democracy, has meant that governments do not want to be 
constrained by any law, whether domestic or international. 

 तानाशाही शार्नम ंके िे़ि उभार िे, उि रे्दश ों में भी ज  कभी उर्दाि लमकतंत्र के अगुआ मािे जािे थे, यह 

त्यिसि पैर्दा कर र्दी है सक िरकारें  सकिी भी कािूि िे बाँधिा िही ों चाहिी ों, चाहे वह घरेलू ह  या अोंिररािर ीय। 

• The weakening of the domestic rule of law has negatively impacted the efficacy of 
international law in constraining power. 
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 घिेलू नवनध शार्न के कमज र पड़िे िे ित्ता क  िीसमि करिे में अोंिररािर ीय कािूि की प्रभावशीलता भी घट 

गई है। 

• Thus, to strengthen the international rule of law, one must bolster the domestic rule of law 
and democracy. 

 अिः  अंतििाष्ट्र ीय नवनध शार्न क  मजबूि करिे के सलए घिेलू नवनध शार्न और लमकतंत्र क  िुदृढ करिा 

आवश्यक है। 

• While it is true that powerful nations use international law as an instrument to perpetuate their 
dominance, it is equally undeniable that several elements of international law are 
antithetical to authoritarianism. 

•  िािाशाही शािि इि मािर्दोंड ों पर हमला करिे रहेंगे और अोंिररािर ीय कािूि क  पूरी उपेक्षा िे रे्दखेंगे। 

• Therefore, it is incumbent on the democratic forces to come together to resist them with 
renewed resolve. 

 इिसलए लमकतांनत्रक शत्यक्तयम ंपर यह स़िमे्मर्दारी है सक वे िए िोंकल्प के िाथ एकजुट ह कर इिका प्रसिर ध 

करें। 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Data shows Venezuela’s pivot from the U.S. to China 

आंकडे़ नर्दखाते हैं नक वेनेजुएला का झुकाव अमेरिका रे् चीन की ओि 

• With close to 200 American troops entering Caracas on Saturday, the Trump 
administration’s invasion of Venezuela and the capture of its President Nicolas Maduro 
was the most dramatic U.S. intervention in Latin America since the 1989 Panama invasion. 

 शसिवार क  लगभग 200 अमेरिकी रै्ननकम ंके किाकार् में प्रवेश के िाथ, टर ंप प्रशार्न द्वािा वेनेजुएला पि 
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आक्रमर् और रािर पसि ननकमलर् मारु्दिम की सगरफ्तारी 1989 के पनामा आक्रमर् के बार्द लैसटि अमेररका में 

िबिे िाटकीय अमेररकी हस्तके्षप मािा गया। 

• Experts suggest that the move was primarily aimed at reimposing the Monroe Doctrine to re-
establish U.S. hegemony in the Americas and reducing China’s influence in the region. 

 सवशेर्ज् ों का माििा है सक यह कर्दम मुख्यिः  ममनिम नर्द्धांत क  सफर िे लागू कर अमेरिका की प्रभुता 

िासपि करिे और के्षत्र में चीन के प्रभाव क  कम करिे के उदे्दश्य िे उठाया गया। 

• It is interesting to note that Venezuela relied heavily on the U.S. for weapons till 1995 before 
diversifying largely to players like Germany and Russia. 

 यह उले्लखिीय है सक वेिे़ुिएला 1995 तक हनियािम ंके नलए अमेरिका पर काफी हर्द िक सिभणर था, इिके 

बार्द उििे जमणनी औि रूर् जैिे रे्दश ों की ओर रुख सकया। 

• However, since the mid-2000s, China has consistently emerged as one of its key partners for 
weapons imports. 

 लेसकि 2000 के र्दशक के मध्य िे चीन लगािार वेिे़ुिएला के सलए हनियाि आयात का एक प्रमुख िाझेर्दार 

बिकर उभरा है। 

• There were no recorded instances of arms exports in the SIPRI database from the U.S. to 
Venezuela in the last two decades, except for a negligible share in 2015. 

 SIPRI डेटाबेर् में सपछले र्दम र्दशकम ंमें अमेररका िे वेिे़ुिएला क  हसथयार सियाणि का क ई उले्लख िही ों है, 

सिवाय 2015 में िगण्य सहसे्स के। 

• The trend became more apparent during the Maduro regime, and since 2014, China has 
accounted for 46% of all arms imports by Venezuela. 

 यह प्रवृसत्त मारु्दिम शार्न के र्दौराि और स्पि हुई, िथा 2014 िे चीि वेिे़ुिएला के कुल हनियाि आयात का 

46% सहस्सा बि चुका है। 

• Secondly, Venezuela is one of China’s key trade partners in Latin America. 

 रू्दिरे, वेिे़ुिएला लैसटि अमेररका में चीन का एक प्रमुख व्ापारिक र्ाझेर्दाि है। 

• While Venezuela holds the world’s largest proven crude oil reserves, it lacks the 
resources to effectively extract and refine them. 

 हालाोंसक वेिे़ुिएला के पाि रु्दसिया का िबिे बड़ा नर्द्ध कचे्च तेल का भंडाि है, लेसकि उिे प्रभावी ढोंग िे 

सिकालिे और पररषृ्कि करिे के िोंिाधि ों की कमी है। 

• Consequently, the country has sought alternative economic alliances with nations like China 
and Russia, which show greater tolerance for financial and geopolitical risks. 

• China formed less than 1% of Venezuela’s mineral exports in the early 2000s but reached 
a peak of 28% by 2018. 

 2000 के शुरुआती वर्ों में चीि वेिे़ुिएला के खननज ननयाणत का 1% रे् भी कम था, लेसकि 2018 िक यह 

बढकर 28% ह  गया। 

• A Reuters analysis showed that for some months in mid-2025, almost all the oil exports from 
the country went to China. 

 िॉयटर्ण के नवशे्लर्र् के अिुिार, 2025 के मध्य में कुछ महीि ों िक रे्दश का लगभग िारा िेल सियाणि चीन 

क  गया। 

• China has also surpassed the U.S. as the primary source of imports for Venezuela. 

 चीि िे वेिे़ुिएला के सलए आयात का प्रमुख स्रमत बििे में अमेरिका क  पीछे छ ड़ सर्दया है। 

• In 2023, the U.S. accounted for only one-fourth of Venezuela’s imports, while China 
accounted for one-third. 

 2023 में अमेररका वेिे़ुिएला के आयाि का केवल एक-चौिाई था, जबसक चीि का सहस्सा एक-नतहाई था। 

• In the mid-1990s, the U.S. share in Venezuela’s imports consistently crossed the 40% mark, 
but in the last two decades, it has almost halved, compensated by the rise in China’s share. 

• China’s investments in Latin America in the form of aid, loans and grants total more than 
$300 billion between 2001–2023. 

 2001 रे् 2023 के बीच लैसटि अमेररका में चीन का ननवेश िहायिा, ऋर् और अिुर्दाि के रूप में 300 अिब 

डॉलि रे् अनधक रहा है। 

• Of this, more than one-third about $106 billion was invested in Venezuela, making it the 
biggest recipient of Chinese investments in the region. 

 इिमें िे एक-नतहाई रे् अनधक लगभग 106 अिब डॉलि केवल वेनेजुएला में सिवेश सकए गए, सजििे वह 

के्षत्र में चीिी सिवेश का िबिे बड़ा लाभाथी बिा। 

• Not only in Latin America, Venezuela is also the fourth-largest recipient of Chinese aid 
globally, according to AidData. 
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 केवल लैसटि अमेररका ही िही ों, बत्यि AidData के अिुिार वेिे़ुिएला रु्दसिया भर में चीनी र्हायता का चौिा 

र्बरे् बड़ा प्राप्तकताण भी है। 

• China has committed to more than 170 projects in the country during this period. 

 इि अवसध में चीि िे रे्दश में 170 रे् अनधक परियमजनाओ ंके सलए प्रसिबद्धिा जिाई है। 

• Almost all of these funds have been disbursed as loans, and over 26% has been invested in 
key sectors such as energy, mining and related industries. 

 इिमें िे लगभग िभी धिरासश ऋर् के रूप में र्दी गई है और इिमें िे 26% रे् अनधक ऊजाण, खनन औि 

रं्बंनधत उद्यमगम ंजैिे प्रमुख के्षत्र ों में सिवेश सकया गया है। 

Monroe Doctrine 

• The Monroe Doctrine was a foreign policy principle announced by the 

United States in 1823, declaring that the Western Hemisphere was no 
longer open to European colonisation. 
• It stated that any attempt by European powers to interfere in the political 
affairs of the Americas would be viewed as a hostile act against the 
United States. 
• The doctrine became one of the most influential ideas in shaping U.S. 
foreign policy and the political order of the American 
continents. 

Historical Background 

• The Monroe Doctrine was proclaimed by President 
James Monroe on 2 December 1823 during his 
annual message to the U.S. Congress. 
• At the time, many Latin American countries had 
recently gained independence from Spain and 
Portugal. 
• European powers, especially Spain, France, and Russia, were considering reasserting control over 
their former colonies. 
• The United States feared that renewed European intervention would threaten both regional stability and 
American security. 

Core Principles of the Monroe Doctrine 

• The Monroe Doctrine declared that no new European colonies should be established in the Americas. 
• It stated that the political systems of Europe and the Americas were fundamentally different, and 
therefore European powers should not interfere in the New World. 
• The doctrine promised that the United States would not interfere in internal affairs of European 
countries, provided Europe stayed out of the Americas. 
• It asserted that any European intervention in the Western Hemisphere would be treated as a direct 
threat to U.S. peace and safety. 

Key Features of the Doctrine 

• The Monroe Doctrine created a clear geographical division of influence, with Europe dominating the 
Old World and the United States asserting leadership in the New World. 
• It strengthened the idea of regional sovereignty for newly independent Latin American states. 
• Although the doctrine had no immediate military enforcement power, it relied on British naval strength 
and U.S. diplomatic influence in its early years. 

Evolution of the Monroe Doctrine 
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• In the nineteenth century, the Monroe Doctrine gradually evolved from a defensive statement into a tool 
of American regional dominance. 
• The Roosevelt Corollary (1904) added a new dimension by asserting that the United States had the 
right to intervene in Latin American countries to maintain order and stability. 
• This expansion transformed the doctrine from a shield against Europe into a justification for U.S. 
interventionism in the Americas. 

Practical Application of the Monroe Doctrine 

• The United States used the Monroe Doctrine to oppose French intervention in Mexico during the 
1860s. 
• It was invoked during disputes involving Venezuela and European creditors in the late nineteenth 
century. 
• In the twentieth century, it influenced U.S. actions in Cuba, Nicaragua, the Dominican Republic, and 
Panama. 

Cold War Context 

• During the Cold War, the Monroe Doctrine was frequently cited to justify U.S. efforts to limit Soviet 
influence in Latin America. 
• The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 reflected the continuing relevance of the doctrine, as the United 
States opposed the presence of Soviet missiles in the Western Hemisphere. 
• In this period, the doctrine became closely linked with the policy of containment. 

 

 

QUIZ 

What geopolitical crisis preceded the 
articulation of the Roosevelt Corollary? 

• The geopolitical crisis that led to the 
formulation of the Roosevelt Corollary was the 
Venezuelan Crisis of 1902–1903. 

• During this crisis, Britain, Germany, and 
Italy imposed a naval blockade on Venezuela to 
force repayment of unpaid foreign debts. 

• The episode alarmed the United States and 
pushed it to redefine its role in the Western 
Hemisphere. 
• Many Latin American nations, including 
Venezuela, had accumulated heavy foreign debts 
after independence. 

• Weak economies and political instability made regular repayment difficult. 

• European powers, especially Britain and Germany, began using gunboat diplomacy to 
protect their financial interests. 

The Venezuelan Crisis (1902–1903) 

• In December 1902, Britain, Germany, and Italy sent their naval fleets to the Caribbean. 

• They blockaded Venezuelan ports, seized ships, and cut off trade routes. 

• Their goal was to force Venezuela to repay outstanding loans and compensation claims. 
• The action directly violated the spirit of the Monroe Doctrine (1823), which opposed 

European intervention in the Americas. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
5

 

• The U.S. feared that Europe might go beyond debt collection and establish permanent 
political control in Latin America. 

• President Theodore Roosevelt realized that simply warning Europe was no longer enough. 

From Crisis to Policy: Birth of the Roosevelt Corollary 

• If Latin American nations failed to maintain economic and political stability, European powers 
would use that as an excuse to intervene. 
 • Therefore, the United States should step in first, rather than allow Europe to do so. 

Roosevelt Corollary (1904) 

• Announced in 1904, it was an extension of the Monroe Doctrine. 
 • It declared that the United States had the right to exercise “international police power” in the 
Western Hemisphere. 
 • This meant the U.S. could intervene in Latin American countries to prevent European 
involvement. 

• The Venezuelan blockade proved that European powers were still willing to use military force in 
the Americas. 
 • The U.S. responded by shifting from a defensive policy (Monroe Doctrine) to an interventionist 
policy (Roosevelt Corollary). 
 • Thus, the Venezuelan Crisis became the immediate trigger for the Roosevelt Corollary. 

Why this Crisis Matters in International Relations 

• It marked the transition of the U.S. from a passive guardian of the Monroe Doctrine to an active 
regional enforcer. 
 • It laid the foundation for future U.S. interventions in Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, 
and Haiti. 
 • It reshaped the balance of power in the Caribbean and Latin America for the entire 20th century. 

• The European blockade convinced the United States that words alone could not protect the 
Americas from outside intervention. 
 • As a result, the Roosevelt Corollary transformed U.S. policy from non-interference to regional 
interventionism, redefining power politics in the Western Hemisphere. 

 

What was one of the earliest uses of the Roosevelt Corollary in practice? 

• One of the earliest and most significant uses of the Roosevelt Corollary was the U.S. 
intervention in the Dominican Republic in the early 20th century. 

• The United States intervened to manage the country’s debt and financial system in order 
to prevent European powers from intervening, maintain political stability, and safeguard 
U.S. strategic interests in the Caribbean. 

Economic and political conditions in the Dominican Republic 

• By the early 1900s, the Dominican Republic was suffering from chronic political instability, 
 heavy foreign debt, weak state institutions. 
 • European creditors, particularly from Germany and Italy, were demanding repayment. 
 • There was a strong possibility that European nations would use military pressure to recover their 
money, as seen earlier in Venezuela (1902–1903). 

• In 1905, the U.S. government took control of the Dominican customs administration. 
 • American officials managed the collection of port revenues, which were the country’s main source 
of income. 
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 • These funds were used to repay foreign creditors, stabilise government finances, prevent 
European military involvement. 

Why this was a Landmark Case 

• This was one of the first times the United States exercised direct financial control over another 
sovereign nation in Latin America. 
 • It demonstrated that the Roosevelt Corollary was not merely a statement of policy, but a tool for 
active intervention. 
 • It set a precedent for future U.S. involvement in countries such as Haiti, Nicaragua, Cuba. 

Which U.S. policy later renounced the Roosevelt Corollary’s interventionist 
thrust? 

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Good Neighbor Policy 

• The U.S. policy that renounced the interventionist thrust of the Roosevelt Corollary was 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Good Neighbor Policy, introduced in the 1930s. 

• This policy rejected the idea of the United States acting as a “hemispheric policeman” and 
instead promoted non-intervention, mutual respect, and cooperation with Latin American 
countries. 

• After 1904, the Roosevelt Corollary justified frequent U.S. interventions in Cuba, Dominican, 
Republic, Nicaragua, Haiti.  

• These actions created resentment in Latin America, diplomatic tensions, anti-American 
sentiment. 

• By the late 1920s, it became clear that constant intervention was politically costly, 
economically burdensome, and strategically risky. 

• To replace coercion with diplomacy and partnership. 
 • To build regional solidarity in the Western Hemisphere. 

Major Steps Taken Under the Good Neighbor Policy 

• 1933 – Withdrawal of U.S. Marines from Nicaragua. 

• 1934 – End of U.S. military occupation of Haiti. 

• 1934 – Repeal of the Platt Amendment, which allowed U.S. intervention in Cuba. 

• Expansion of diplomatic and economic cooperation instead of military control. 

Why This Policy Shift Was Important 

• It restored trust between the U.S. and Latin American nations. 

• It improved hemispheric unity during the lead-up to World War II. 

• It marked the official abandonment of the interventionist logic of the Roosevelt Corollary. 

• It reshaped U.S.–Latin American relations for decades. 
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At a crossroads. 

चौिाहे पि। 

• What began as a strike by shopkeepers in Tehran 
on December 28 against the sharp fall in the value of 
the Iranian rial, has snowballed into the largest 
nationwide protest Iran has witnessed since the 
2022–2023 unrest triggered by the custodial death of 
Mahsa Amini. 

• This renewed cycle of unrest comes amid the 
deepening economic vulnerabilities and political 
risks confronting Iran’s theocratic state, just six 
months after it survived a fierce 12-day war with 
Israel. 

अशाोंसि का यह िया र्दौर ईराि के धानमणक शार्न के िामिे 

खड़ी बढिी आनिणक कमजमरियम ंऔर िाजनीनतक जमत्यखमम ंके 

बीच आया है, ठीक छह महीने बार्द जब वह इजिाइल के र्ाि 

12 नर्दनम ंके भीर्र् युद्ध िे उबर पाया था। 

• What makes the protests challenging for Iran’s rulers 
is the perceived involvement of foreign powers. 

ईराि के शािक ों के सलए इि सवर ध प्रर्दशणि ों क  चुिौिीपूर्ण 

बिािे वाला पहलू नवरे्दशी शत्यक्तयम ंकी कसथि िोंसलप्तिा है। 

• Mossad, Israel’s spy agency, claimed, on 
December 29, that its operatives were present “in the 
field” with the protesters. 

इ़िराइल की खुसफया एजेंिी ममर्ार्द िे 29 नर्दरं्बि क  र्दावा 

सकया सक उिके एजेंट प्रर्दशणिकाररय ों के िाथ “मैर्दान में” मौजूर्द 

थे। 

• On January 2, U.S. President Donald Trump, who 
had ordered strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities during 
the June 2025 war between Iran and Israel, 
threatened Iran that the U.S. was “locked and 
loaded” to use force if protesters were killed. 

• In October, food inflation hit 64%, the second 
highest after South Sudan. 

अकू्टबि में खाद्य मुद्रास्फीनत 64% िक पहुाँच गई, ज  र्दनक्षर् 

रू्डान के बार्द रू्दिरी िबिे असधक है। 

• The rial has lost 60% of its value since the June 
war, while oil exports in 2025 fell by about 7% from 
its 2024 average. 

जून के युद्ध के बार्द िे रियाल िे अपिी 60% कीमि ख  र्दी है, 

जबसक 2025 में तेल ननयाणत 2024 के और्त िे लगभग 7% 

घट गया है। 

• Power outages have become a daily reality. 

नबजली कटौती अब र ़िमराण की िच्चाई बि गई है। 

• The severity of the crisis was underscored in 
December when President Masoud Pezeshkian said 
his government was “stuck” and could not perform 
“miracles” to fix the problems. 

िोंकट की गोंभीरिा नर्दरं्बि में िब उजागर हुई जब रािर पसि मरू्र्द पेजेत्यियान िे कहा सक उिकी िरकार 

“फाँ र्ी हुई” है और िमस्याओों क  हल करिे के सलए “चमत्काि” िही ों कर िकिी। 

• As the economy deteriorates and external threats mount, the regime’s greater repression is 
creating a cycle of crisis. 
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• Washington’s policy of economic squeeze and threats is deepening the suffering of 
ordinary Iranians while turning the regime more paranoid. 

• Years of shrinking economic opportunity and the erosion of political and personal 
freedoms have created a reservoir of public anger that could erupt. 

िाल ों िे घटिे आनिणक अवर्िम ंऔर िाजनीनतक व व्त्यक्तगत स्वतंत्रताओ ंके क्षरर् िे जन आक्रमश का ऐिा 

भोंडार िैयार कर सर्दया है ज  कभी भी फूट िकिा है। 

• Religion and nationalism may no longer suffice in the face of an economic crisis. 

आनिणक रं्कट के िामिे अब शायर्द धमण औि िाष्ट्रवार्द भी पयाणप्त िही ों रह गए हैं। 

• Iran’s leadership must initiate reforms, tackle corruption and re-engage with the world. 

ईराि के िेिृत्व क  रु्धािम ंकी शुरुआि करिी ह गी, भ्रष्ट्ाचाि िे सिपटिा ह गा और रु्दननया रे् नफि रे् जुड़ना 

ह गा। 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED     07 January 2026 

1. Trade union urges Centre to increase EPF and ESI cap 

 टर ेड यूननयन ने कें द्र रे् ईपीएफ औि ईएर्आई र्ीमा बढ़ाने की मांग की 
2. Rethinking India’s skilling outcomes 

भाित के त्यस्कनलंग परिर्ामम ंपि पुननवणचाि 
3. SEBI mulls new norm for sharing price data 

 रे्बी कीमत डेटा र्ाझा किने के नलए नए मानरं्दड पि नवचाि कि िहा है 

4. Crorepati I-T lers surge 22% in AY26 even as tax base stagnates 

 एवाई26 में किमड़पनत आयकि रिटनण र्दात्यखल किने वालम ंकी रं्ख्या 22% बढ़ी, 

जबनक कि आधाि त्यस्थि िहा 
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Trade union urges Centre to increase EPF 
and ESI cap 

 टर ेड यूननयन ने कें द्र रे् ईपीएफ औि ईएर्आई र्ीमा 

बढ़ाने की मांग की 

• The BMS leadership also urged the Union 
government to increase the ceiling limits of the 
Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) and Employees’ 
State Insurance (ESI) 

 बीएमएि िेिृत्व िे कें द्र र्िकाि िे कमणचािी भनवष्य नननध (ईपीएफ) 

और कमणचािी िाज्य बीमा (ईएर्आई) की िीमा बढािे का भी आग्रह 

सकया 

• They sought a substantial increase in the minimum 
PF pension from ₹1,000, an enhancement of bonus 
calculation limits, and an increase in gratuity 
entitlement from 15 days to 30 days 

 उन्ह ोंिे नू्यनतम पीएफ पेंशन क  ₹1,000 िे पयाणप्त रूप िे बढािे, 

बमनर् गर्ना र्ीमा बढािे और गे्रचु्यटी पात्रता क  15 नर्दनम ंरे् 30 

नर्दनम ंिक बढािे की माोंग की 

• The leaders also demanded a hike in the 
honorarium and incentives for all scheme workers 

• It also requested the Minister to establish welfare 
Boards for all categories of drivers in the private 
transport service sector 
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Rethinking India’s skilling outcomes 

भाित के त्यस्कनलंग परिर्ामम ंपि पुननवणचाि 

• Over the last decade, India has built one of the largest skilling ecosystems in the world 

 सपछले एक र्दशक में भारि िे रु्दसिया के िबिे बडे़ कौशल नवकार् तंत्रम ंमें िे एक का सिमाणर् सकया है 

• Between 2015 and 2025, India’s flagship skilling programme Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas 
Yojana has trained and certified around 1.40 crore candidates 

• India’s Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) stands at 28%, but the National Education Policy 
2020 aims to raise it to 50% by 2035 

• Despite years of investment, only about 4.1% of India’s workforce has received formal 
vocational training, barely improving from about 2% a decade ago 

 वर्ों के सिवेश के बावजूर्द भारि के कायणबल का केवल 4.1% ही औपचाररक व्याविासयक प्रसशक्षर् प्राप्त कर 

िका है, ज  एक र्दशक पहले के लगभग 2% िे बहुि असधक िही ों है 

• In contrast, across OECD countries, about 44% of upper-secondary learners are enrolled 
in vocational programmes 

 इिके सवपरीि OECD रे्दशम ंमें लगभग 44% उच्च माध्यनमक छात्र व्याविासयक कायणक्रम ों में िामाोंसकि हैं 

• This rises to around 70% in countries such as Austria, the Czech Republic, Finland, the 
Netherlands, the Slovak Republic and Slovenia 

 यह अिुपाि ऑत्यस्टरया, चेक गर्िाज्य, नफनलैंड, नीर्दिलैंड्र्, स्लमवाक गर्िाज्य औि स्लमवेननया जैिे रे्दश ों 

में बढकर लगभग 70% ह  जािा है 

• The India Skills Report 2025 shows that post-degree skilling by graduates is not a 
mainstream behaviour in India 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
1

 

 इंनडया त्यस्कल्स रिपमटण 2025 बिािी है सक सडग्री के बार्द स्नािक ों द्वारा त्यस्कसलोंग भारि में अब भी मुख्यधािा 

का व्वहाि िही ों बि पाई है 

• If skilling is to scale meaningfully, it must travel through and alongside formal education 

 यसर्द त्यस्कसलोंग क  वास्तव में व्यापक बिािा है, ि  उिे औपचारिक नशक्षा के िाथ और उिी के माध्यम िे आगे 

बढिा ह गा 

How can industry contribute meaningfully 

 उद्यमग र्ािणक रूप रे् कैरे् यमगर्दान रे्द र्कता है 

• Industry is the single largest beneficiary of effective skilling and trained manpower 

 प्रभावी त्यस्कनलंग और प्रसशसक्षि मािव िोंिाधि का िबिे बड़ा लाभाथी स्वयों उद्यमग है 

• According to various industry reports, high attrition, long onboarding cycles, and 
productivity losses impose real costs 

 सवसभन्न उद्य ग ररप टों के अिुिार असधक कमणचािी पलायन, लोंबी ऑनबमनडिंग प्रनक्रयाएाँ  और उत्पार्दकता में 

कमी वास्तसवक लागि बढािी हैं 

• Attrition rates of 30–40% are common across retail, logistics, hospitality and 
manufacturing 

 रिटेल, लॉनजत्यस्टक्स, हॉत्यस्पटैनलटी औि मैनु्यफैक्चरिंग के्षत्र ों में 30–40% िक की एसटर शि र्दर िामान्य है 

• Yet there is still not much participation from the industry 

 इिके बावजूर्द उद्यमग की भागीर्दािी अब भी िीसमि है 

• Most employers do not use public skilling certifications as hiring benchmarks 

 असधकाोंश सिय िा भिी के सलए र्िकािी त्यस्कनलंग प्रमार्पत्रम ंक  मािक के रूप में उपय ग िही ों करिे 

• Instead, they rely on internal training, referrals, or private platforms 

 इिके बजाय वे आंतरिक प्रनशक्षर्, नर्फारिशम ंया ननजी पे्लटफॉमों पर सिभणर रहिे हैं 

• The National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS) has increased participation, but 
its effects are still unequal, particularly among bigger companies 

 िाष्ट्र ीय प्रनशकु्षता प्रमत्साहन यमजना (NAPS) िे भागीर्दारी बढी है, लेसकि इिके प्रभाव अब भी अर्मान हैं, 

खािकर बड़ी कों पसिय ों में 

• Industry is neither incentivised nor obligated to contribute meaningfully to curriculum 
development, certification standards, or assessment rigour at scale 

 उद्य ग क  ि ि  पयाणप्त रूप िे प्रमत्साहन सर्दया गया है और ि ही बाध्य सकया गया है सक वह पाठ्यक्रम सिमाणर्, 

प्रमार्ि मािक ों या मूल्ाोंकि की कठ रिा में िाथणक य गर्दाि रे्द 

• As long as skilling remains something industry consumes rather than co-designs, it will lag 
behind labour-market reality 

 जब िक त्यस्कसलोंग ऐिी प्रसक्रया बिी रहेगी सजिे उद्य ग केवल उपयमग किता है न नक र्ह-नडजाइन किता है, 

िब िक वह श्म बाजाि की वास्तनवकताओ ंिे पीछे ही रहेगी 

Why do Sector Skill Councils fail 

 रे्क्टि त्यस्कल काउंनर्ल क्म ंअर्फल हमती हैं 

• The most serious structural failure in India’s skilling ecosystem lies with the Sector Skill 
Councils (SSCs) 

 भारि के त्यस्कसलोंग इक सिस्टम की िबिे गोंभीर रं्िचनात्मक नवफलता रे्क्टि त्यस्कल काउंनर्ल (SSC) िे 

जुड़ी हुई है 

• SSCs were created with a clear mandate to act as industry-facing institutions that define 
standards ensure relevance and anchor employability 

 SSCs क  स्पि मंडेट के िाथ बिाया गया था िासक वे उद्यमग रे् जुड़ी रं्स्थाएं बिें ज  मािक िय करें  

प्रािोंसगकिा िुसिसिि करें  और िमजगाियमग्यता क  आधार र्दें  

• They were meant to own the skilling value chain from identifying industry demand to 
certifying job readiness 

• Today responsibility is fragmented training is delivered by one entity assessment by another 
certification by SSCs and placement by someone else if at all 

 आज सजमे्मर्दारी नबखि चुकी है प्रसशक्षर् क ई रे्दिा है मूल्ाोंकि क ई और करिा है प्रमार्ि SSCs करिे हैं 

और पे्लिमेंट क ई और या कभी ह िा ही िही ों 
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• Unlike higher education or technical institutions where reputational risk enforces 
accountability the skilling system diffuses responsibility without consequence 

 उच्च नशक्षा और तकनीकी रं्स्थानम ंके सवपरीि जहाों प्रसिष्ठा का डर जवाबरे्दही िय करिा है त्यस्कसलोंग सिस्टम 

में सजमे्मर्दारी बोंट जािी है और सकिी पर अिर िही ों पड़िा 

• This fragmentation has eroded trust 

 इि सबखराव िे नवश्वार् कम कमजमि सकया है 

• Employer surveys show that SSC credentials have limited value compared to degrees or 
prior work experience 

 सिय िा िवे बिािे हैं सक SSC प्रमार्पत्रम ंकी अहसमयि नडग्री या पूवण कायण अनुभव िे कम है 

• Standards exist but employers do not reliably hire against them 

 मािक मौजूर्द हैं लेसकि सिय िा उिके आधार पर भर िेमोंर्द िरीके िे भिी िही ों करिे 

• Industry led certification models show what is missing 

 उद्य ग आधाररि प्रमार्ीकिर् मॉडल यह सर्दखािे हैं सक क्ा कमी है 

• Certifications from AWS Google Cloud Microsoft work because the certifier’s credibility is 
at stake 

 AWS गूगल िाउड माइक्रमर्ॉफ्ट के प्रमार्पत्र इिसलए चलिे हैं क् ोंसक वहाों प्रमासर्ि करिे वाले की 

नवश्वर्नीयता र्दाोंव पर ह िी है 

• Assessments are fair and graded not binary and employers know what a certified candidate 
can do 

 मूल्ाोंकि ननष्पक्ष औि गे्रडेड ह िा है केवल पाि फेल िही ों और सिय िा जाििे हैं सक प्रमासर्ि उम्मीर्दवार क्ा 

कर िकिा है 

• SSCs were meant to play this role at a national scale 

 SSCs क  यही भूसमका िाष्ट्र ीय स्ति पर सिभािी थी 

• Instead they have limited themselves to standards creation without owning outcomes 

 लेसकि उन्ह ोंिे खुर्द क  केवल मानक बनाने िक िीसमि कर सलया और परिर्ामम ंकी सजमे्मर्दारी िही ों ली 

• Until SSCs are held accountable for employability certification will remain symbolic rather 
than economic 

• India’s skilling challenge is a failure of accountability not of intent or government funding 

 भारि की त्यस्कसलोंग चुिौिी जवाबरे्दही की कमी है ि सक िीयि या र्िकािी फंनडंग की 

• Expanding NAPS and deepening industry integration can become the fastest levers to 
improve job readiness at scale 

 NAPS का सवस्तार और उद्यमग रे् गहिा जुड़ाव बडे़ पैमािे पर नौकिी की तैयािी िुधारिे का िबिे िे़ि 

िरीका बि िकिा है 

• Initiatives like PM SETU and modernisation of ITIs show stronger execution models 

 PM SETU और ITI आधुननकीकिर् जैिी पहलें बेहिर सक्रयान्वयि मॉडल की ओर िोंकेि करिी हैं 

• These models build industry ownership and accountability into programme design 

 इि मॉडल ों में कायणक्रम की िोंरचिा में ही उद्यमग की नहसे्सर्दािी और जवाबरे्दही शासमल ह िी है 

• When skills are embedded in degrees 

 जब कौशल क  नडग्री में जमड़ा जािा है 

• When industry is treated as a co owner 

 जब उद्य ग क  र्ह स्वामी मािा जािा है 

• When SSCs are made answerable for placement outcomes 

 जब SSCs क  पे्लर्मेंट के परिर्ामम ंके सलए जवाबरे्दह बिाया जािा है 

• Skilling moves from fragmented welfare intervention to a pillar of national economic 
empowerment 

 िब त्यस्कसलोंग नबखिी हुई कल्यार् यमजना िे बर्दलकर िाष्ट्र ीय आनिणक र्शत्यक्तकिर् का आधार बि जािी है 

• That shift is not just about jobs 

 यह बर्दलाव केवल नौकरियम ंिक िीसमि िही ों है 

• It is about the dignity of labour productivity and India’s ability to convert its demographic 
strength into sustained national growth 

 यह श्म की गरिमा उत्पार्दकता और भारि की अपिी जनर्ांत्यख्यकीय शत्यक्त क  स्थायी िाष्ट्र ीय नवकार् में 

बर्दलिे की क्षमिा िे जुड़ा है 
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Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER)  
• Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) measures the total enrolment in a particular level of education, 
regardless of age, as a percentage of the population in the official age group corresponding to that level 
of education. 
• GER is widely used to assess the overall 
participation of children and youth in the education 
system. 
• It helps governments evaluate access, inclusion, 
and expansion of education at different stages such as 
primary, secondary, and higher education. 

• Gross Enrolment Ratio represents the capacity of an 
education system to enroll students, even if they are 
older or younger than the official age group. 
• It is expressed as a percentage and can exceed 100 
percent when there are large numbers of overage or 
underage students enrolled. 
• GER focuses on coverage of education, not on age-
appropriate enrolment. 

 

PM SETU (Pradhan Mantri Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi) 

• PM SETU, officially known as Pradhan Mantri Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi), 
is a Central Sector Scheme launched in June 2020 with the objective of providing working capital 
loans to street vendors so that they could restart their livelihoods. 
• PM SETU is an important policy instrument aimed at promoting financial inclusion, digital 
empowerment, and self-reliance among the urban informal workforce. 
• Recognising the vulnerability of this group, the Government of India introduced PM SETU as part of the 
AtmaNirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 
• The scheme was notified by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), which is the nodal 
ministry for its implementation. 

• PM SETU is designed as a micro-credit scheme that provides small, collateral-free loans to street 
vendors. 
• The scheme recognises street vendors as legitimate economic actors in urban economies and seeks 
to integrate them into the formal financial system. 
• It combines credit support with incentives for digital transactions, thereby linking livelihood security 
with digital transformation. 

Objectives of PM SETU 

• PM SETU aims to enable street vendors to resume their vending activities with access to affordable 
working capital. 
• The scheme seeks to reduce the dependence of vendors on informal m oneylenders. 
• It promotes digital payments among small traders. 
• It strengthens the overall framework of urban livelihood security. 

Key Features of PM SETU 
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Loan Support 

• Street vendors are eligible for an initial 
working capital loan of ₹10,000. 
• On timely repayment, vendors become 
eligible for higher loan tranches of ₹20,000 
and ₹50,000. 
• These loans are collateral-free and 
provided through scheduled commercial 
banks, regional rural banks, small finance 
banks, and cooperative banks. 

Interest Subsidy 

• The Government provides an interest 
subsidy of 7 percent per annum on timely 
repayment of loans. 
• This subsidy is directly credited to the 
beneficiary’s loan account. 

Digital Incentives 

• Vendors using digital modes of payment such as UPI, QR codes, and mobile wallets receive 
cashback incentives. 

Eligibility under PM SETU 

• The scheme covers street vendors engaged in 
vending on or before 24 March 2020. 
• Vendors are identified through surveys conducted by 
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs). 
• Even vendors without formal identity cards can apply 
through a Letter of Recommendation issued by local 
authorities. 

Institutional Framework 

• The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs is 
responsible for policy design and national-level 
coordination. 
• State governments and Urban Local Bodies 
implement the scheme on the ground. 
• Public and private sector banks act as lending 
institutions. 
• Common Service Centres (CSCs) assist vendors in application and digital onboarding. 

Recent Updates and Progress 

• According to official government data, more than 50 lakh street vendors have benefited from the 
scheme since its launch. 
• The scheme has been extended beyond its initial phase due to its positive impact on urban 
livelihoods. 
• PM SETU has been integrated with Jan Dhan accounts, Aadhaar, and mobile connectivity, 
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strengthening the JAM trinity framework. 
• The government continues to refine the scheme to improve credit flow and digital inclusion. 

  

 

Crorepati I-T lers surge 22% in AY26 even as tax base stagnates 

 एवाई26 में किमड़पनत आयकि रिटनण र्दात्यखल किने वालम ंकी रं्ख्या 22% बढ़ी, जबनक कि 

आधाि त्यस्थि िहा 

• While the headline growth in total less remains muted, the composition of income reported 
has shifted materially upward. 

• The four highest brackets, ranging from ₹50 lakh to over ₹10 crore, have each recorded 
growth of more than 20%, with the top income category registering the fastest increase. 

 ₹50 लाख िे लेकर ₹10 किमड़ िे असधक िक के चार िबिे ऊों चे आय वगों में प्रिेक में 20% िे असधक की 

वृत्यद्ध हुई, सजिमें शीर्ण आय वगण में िबिे िे़ि बढ िरी र्दजण की गई। 

• Tax experts say the surge reflects a mix of stronger income growth at the top-end and 
improved reporting, rather than a statistical anomaly. 

• “Tighter reporting norms, wider use of data analytics, and greater transparency through AIS 
and TDS/TCS tracking have significantly curtailed underreporting,” Mr. Sehgal said, adding 
that the surge likely reflects improved compliance rather than sudden creation of new wealth. 

• “The data signals a genuine upward trend in prosperity and income generation, marked by 
rising urban incomes, stronger business performance and a compliance-driven expansion of 
the formal tax base,”. 

 

GS Paper III: S&T, 

TOPICS COVERED     07 January 2026 

1. ISRO calls for proposals from Indian scientists to analyse data from 
Aditya-L1 

 ISRO ने आनर्दत्य-L1 के डेटा के नवशे्लर्र् के नलए भाितीय वैज्ञाननकम ंरे् प्रस्ताव 

आमंनत्रत नकए 

2. New way to study surfaces brings ‘real world’ pressure into the lab 
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र्तहम ंका अध्ययन किने का नया तिीका प्रयमगशाला में ‘वास्तनवक रु्दननया’ का र्दबाव 

लाता है 

3. What are biomaterials and how do they work? 

बायममैटीरियल्स क्ा हैं औि वे कैरे् काम किते हैं? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Smiles assured: Students at 
Government Girls LP School in 
Kochi, Kerala reacting to 
deworming pills distributed on 
Tuesday as part of National 
Deworming Day. 
 

 

 

 

 

National Deworming Day 

• National Deworming Day (NDD) is a public health 

initiative of the Government of India aimed at 

eliminating intestinal worm infections among children 

and adolescents. 

• It is observed twice every year, usually in February 

and August, across all States and Union Territories. 

• The programme focuses on improving nutritional 

status, cognitive development, school attendance, and 

overall health of children by reducing the burden of 

parasitic infections. 

Meaning and Concept  

• National Deworming Day involves the mass 

administration of anti-helminthic medicines, mainly 

Albendazole, to children. 

• The programme targets children because they are most 

vulnerable to soil-transmitted helminth infections due to 

poor sanitation and hygiene practices. 
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• Deworming is recognised as a cost-effective public 

health intervention that directly contributes to child 

development and educational outcomes. 

• National Deworming Day was launched in February 

2015 by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 

Government of India. 

Target Group  

• The programme covers all children and adolescents 

aged 1 to 19 years. 

• Children aged 1 to 5 years are covered through 

Anganwadi centres. 

• Children aged 6 to 19 years are covered through 

schools, including government, government-aided, and 

private institutions. 

• Out-of-school children are reached through community platforms and special drives. 

Diseases Addressed under National Deworming Day 

• National Deworming Day targets soil-transmitted helminths, which include roundworm, 

hookworm, and whipworm. 

• These worms spread through contaminated soil, unsafe drinking water, and poor sanitation 

practices. 

• Chronic infection leads to anaemia, malnutrition, stunted growth, fatigue, and poor learning 

ability. 

Medicine Used  

• The programme administers Albendazole, which is safe, 

effective, and recommended by the World Health 

Organization. 

• The medicine is given as a single dose, making it suitable for 

large-scale public health delivery. 

Mode of Implementation 

• Deworming tablets are distributed in schools and Anganwadi centres by trained teachers and 

frontline health workers. 

• Auxiliary Nurse Midwives (ANMs), ASHA workers, and Anganwadi workers support 

supervision and follow-up. 

• A National Mop-Up Day is organised after the main day to cover children who missed the first 

round. 

• The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare is the nodal ministry for the programme. 

• The Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Women and Child Development play a key role 

in implementation. 

• Technical support is provided by organisations such as the World Health Organization. 
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ISRO calls for proposals from Indian scientists to analyse data from Aditya-L1 

 ISRO ने आनर्दत्य-L1 के डेटा के नवशे्लर्र् के नलए भाितीय वैज्ञाननकम ंरे् प्रस्ताव आमंनत्रत 

नकए 

• The Aditya-L1 spacecraft reached the L1 point on January 6, 2024, 127 days after it was 
launched on September 2, 2023, and since then has been making continuous and 
comprehensive observations of the Sun from the Sun–Earth L1 point. 

• It added that this L1 point, located approximately 1.5 million kilometers away from Earth, 
offers the unique advantage of continuous, uninterrupted observation of the Sun, free 
from eclipses or occultation. 
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New way to study 
surfaces brings 
‘real world’ 
pressure into the 
lab 

र्तहम ंका अध्ययन 

किने का नया तिीका 

प्रयमगशाला में 

‘वास्तनवक रु्दननया’ 

का र्दबाव लाता है 

• To understand how 
materials work, 
whether a metal in a 
car’s catalytic 
converter or the 
substances in a 
battery, scientists need 
to look at their surfaces 
at the atomic level. 

 कार के कैटनलनटक 

कन्वटणि में मौजूर्द धािु ह  

या बैटिी के भीिर के 

पर्दाथण, इि िभी क  िमझिे 

के सलए वैज्ासिक ों क  

उिकी ििह ों क  पिमारु् 

स्ति पर रे्दखिा पड़िा है। 

• One of the best 
tools for this is X-ray 
photoelectron 
spectroscopy (XPS). 

 इिके सलए िबिे अचे्छ 

उपकरर् ों में िे एक है 

एक्स-िे फमटमइलेक्टर ॉन 

से्पक्टर मस्कमपी (XPS)। 

• A device shoots X-
rays at a material and 
measures the 
properties of electrons 
that bounce off, 
revealing to 

researchers exactly what elements are present and how 
they’re bonding. 

 एक उपकरर् पर्दाथण पर एक्स-िे डालिा है और लौटकर आिे वाले इलेक्टर ॉि ों के गुर् ों क  मापिा है, सजििे 

श धकिाणओों क  यह पिा चलिा है सक कौि-कौि िे तत्व मौजूर्द हैं और वे सकि िरह बंधन बिा रहे हैं। 

• The problem is that there’s a major catch, XPS usually requires a vacuum (a space with no 
air). 

 िमस्या यह है सक इिमें एक बड़ी बाधा है, क् ोंसक XPS क  िामान्यिः  वैकू्म यािी सबिा हवा की जगह की 

आवश्यकिा ह िी है। 

• If there are gas molecules around, they block the electrons before they reach the detector. 

 यसर्द आिपाि गैर् के अरु् ह ों ि  वे इलेक्टर ॉि ों क  सडटेक्टर िक पहुाँचिे िे पहले ही र क रे्दिे हैं। 

• This creates a problem called the pressure gap. 

 इििे पे्रशि गैप िामक िमस्या पैर्दा ह िी है। 
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• While XPS works great in a vacuum, real-world chemical reactions usually happen under 
atmospheric pressure, about 1 atm. 

 जहााँ XPS वैकू्म में बेहिरीि काम करिा है, वही ों वास्तसवक रु्दसिया की रािायसिक असभसक्रयाएाँ  आमिौर पर 

वायुमंडलीय र्दबाव, लगभग 1 एटीएम, पर ह िी हैं। 

• Studying a catalyst in a vacuum is a bit like trying to study how a fish swims by looking at it 
on dry land, you aren’t seeing its natural behaviour. 

 वैकू्म में सकिी उते्प्ररक का अध्ययि करिा ऐिा ही है जैिे रू्खी जमीन पर रखी मछली क  रे्दखकर यह 

िमझिा सक वह पानी में कैरे् तैिती है, यािी उिका स्वाभानवक व्वहाि िही ों सर्दखिा। 

• Currently, to bridge this gap, scientists often have to travel to large, stadium-sized facilities 
called synchrotrons. 

• This shape accelerates gas flowing through it to supersonic speeds. 

 यह आकार उिमें िे गुजरिे वाली गैि क  रु्पिर्मननक गनत िक पहुाँचा रे्दिा है। 

• If the technology proves reliable, scientists could study surface chemistry at realistic 
pressures in their own labs, rather than applying for time at synchrotron facilities. 

 यसर्द यह िकिीक नवश्वर्नीय िासबि ह िी है, ि  वैज्ासिक अपिे ही प्रय गशालाओों में वास्तसवक र्दबाव पर 

र्तह िर्ायन का अध्ययि कर िकें गे, बजाय नरं्क्रमटर ॉन कें द्रम ंमें िमय मााँगिे के। 

• They could also better understand how catalysts break down pollutants or how rust forms in 
real time, potentially leading to more efficient industrial processes. 

 इििे वे यह भी बेहिर िमझ िकें गे सक उते्प्रिक प्ररू्दर्क ों क  कैिे ि ड़िे हैं या जंग वास्तसवक िमय में कैिे 

बििी है, ज  आगे चलकर असधक कुशल औद्यमनगक प्रनक्रयाओ ंका मागण ख ल िकिा है। 

 
 

 
 
 
What are biomaterials and how do they work? 

बायममैटीरियल्स क्ा हैं औि वे कैरे् काम किते हैं? 

• As countries look to shift to cleaner processes to manufacture consumer products be it 
plastics or textiles biomaterials will become the new frontier of materials engineering 

 जब रे्दश उपभ िा उत्पार्द ों के सिमाणर् में स्वच्छ प्रसक्रयाओों की ओर बढ रहे हैं चाहे वह प्लात्यस्टक ह  या वस्त्र 

बाय मैटीररयल्स मटेररयल इोंजीसियररोंग का िया म चाण बिेंगे 
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What are biomaterials 

 बायममैटीरियल्स क्ा हैं 

• Biomaterials are materials derived wholly or partly from biological sources or 
engineered using biological processes that are designed to replace or interact with 
conventional materials 

 बाय मैटीररयल्स वे िामग्री हैं ज  पूरी िरह या आोंसशक रूप िे जैसवक स्र ि ों िे प्राप्त ह िी हैं या जैसवक प्रसक्रयाओों 

िे िैयार की जािी हैं और सजन्हें पारोंपररक िामसग्रय ों क  बर्दलिे या उिके िाथ काम करिे के सलए सड़िाइि 

सकया गया है 

• They are increasingly used across sectors such as packaging, textiles, construction and 
healthcare 

 इिका उपय ग िेजी िे पैकेनजंग वस्त्र ननमाणर् औि स्वास्थ्य रे्वा जैिे के्षत्र ों में बढ रहा है 

• Biomaterials can be broadly categorised into three types 

 बाय मैटीररयल्स क  म टे िौर पर तीन प्रकािम ंमें बाोंटा जा िकिा है 

• Drop in biomaterials which are chemically identical to petroleum based materials and can 
be used in existing manufacturing systems such as bio PET 

 डर ॉप इि बाय मैटीररयल्स ज  िार्ायननक रूप रे् पेटर मनलयम आधारित र्ामनग्रयम ंके र्मान ह िे हैं और 

मौजूर्दा सवसिमाणर् प्रर्ासलय ों में इसे्तमाल सकए जा िकिे हैं जैिे बायम पीईटी 

• Drop out biomaterials which are chemically different and require new processing or end of 
life systems such as polylactic acid PLA 

 डर ॉप आउट बाय मैटीररयल्स ज  िार्ायननक रूप रे् अलग ह िे हैं और सजिके सलए िई प्र िेसिोंग या अोंि 

उपय ग प्रर्ासलय ों की आवश्यकिा ह िी है जैिे पॉलीलैत्यक्टक एनर्ड पीएलए 

• Novel biomaterials which offer new properties not found in conventional materials such as 
self healing materials bioactive implants and advanced composites 

 िवीि बाय मैटीररयल्स ज  पारोंपररक िामसग्रय ों में ि समलिे वाले नए गुर् प्रर्दाि करिे हैं जैिे स्वयं मिम्मत 

किने वाली र्ामग्री बायमएत्यक्टव इम्पप्लांट औि उन्नत कंपमनजट 

Why does India need biomaterials 

 भाित कम बायममैटीरियल्स की आवश्यकता क्म ंहै 

• For India biomaterials address multiple goals including environmental sustainability 
industrial growth revenue generation and farmer livelihoods through a single pathway 

 भारि के सलए बाय मैटीररयल्स पयाणविर्ीय त्यस्थिता औद्यमनगक नवकार् िाजस्व रृ्जन औि नकर्ानम ंकी 

आजीनवका जैिे कई लक्ष् ों क  एक ही मागण िे पूरा करिे हैं 

• Indigenous biomaterials biomanufacturing can reduce India’s heavy dependence on fossil 
based imports for plastics chemicals and materials 

 स्वरे्दशी बाय मैटीररयल्स का बाय मैनु्यफैक्चररोंग भारि की जीवाश्म आधारित आयातम ंपि ननभणिता क  कम 

कर िकिा है 

• It would also enable diversified value for agricultural feedstocks and residues offering 
farmers new income streams beyond food markets 

 यह कृसर् कचे्च माल और अवशेर् ों के सलए नवनवध मूल्य रं्वधणन िोंभव करेगा सजििे सकिाि ों क  खाद्य बाजार ों 

के अलावा िए आय स्र ि समलेंगे 

• As global regulations and consumer preferences shift toward low carbon and circular 
products biomaterials position Indian industry to remain competitive in export markets 

 जैिे जैिे वैसश्वक सियम और उपभ िा प्राथसमकिाएों  लम काबणन औि र्कुण लि उत्पार्दम ंकी ओर बढ रही हैं 

बाय मैटीररयल्स भारिीय उद्य ग क  ननयाणत बाजािम ंमें प्रसिस्पधी बिाए रखिे हैं 

• Biomaterials also support domestic policy goals around waste reduction such as the ban on 
single use plastics and climate action goals 

 बाय मैटीररयल्स कचिा घटाने जैिे घरेलू िीसि लक्ष् ों क  भी िमथणि रे्दिे हैं जैिे नरं्गल यूज प्लात्यस्टक पि 

प्रनतबंध और जलवायु कािणवाई लक्ष्य 

Where does India stand today 

 आज भाित कहां खड़ा है 

• India’s biomaterials sector spanning bioplastics, biopolymers and bio derived materials is 
rapidly emerging as a strategic industrial and sustainability opportunity 
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 भारि का बाय मैटीररयल्स के्षत्र सजिमें बायमप्लात्यस्टक्स बायमपॉनलमि औि जैव-आधारित र्ामग्री शासमल हैं 

िेजी िे एक रर्िीसिक औद्य सगक और त्यिरिा अविर के रूप में उभर रहा है 

• The bioplastics market alone is valued at around 500 million dollars in 2024 and is forecast 
to grow strongly through the decade 

 केवल बाय प्लात्यस्टक्स बाजार का मूल् 2024 में लगभग 500 नमनलयन डॉलि आोंका गया है और इिके र्दशक 

भर िे़िी िे बढिे का अिुमाि है 

• Balrampur Chini Mills planned PLA plant investment in Uttar Pradesh is one of the biggest 
investments in India 

 बलिामपुि चीनी नमल्स द्वारा उत्ति प्ररे्दश में प्रस्तासवि पीएलए िोंयोंत्र सिवेश भारि के िबिे बडे़ सिवेश ों में िे 

एक है 

• Domestic innovation includes startups like Phool.co converting temple flower waste into 
biomaterials 

 घरेलू िवाचार में फूल डॉट कम जैिे स्टाटणअप शासमल हैं ज  मोंसर्दर ों के फूल ों के कचरे क  बाय मैटीररयल्स में 

बर्दलिे हैं 

• And Praj Industries which have their own demonstration level bioplastics plant in progress 

 और प्राज इंडस्टरीज सजिका अपिा डेम ोंस्टर ेशि स्तर का बाय प्लात्यस्टक्स िोंयोंत्र सिमाणर्ाधीि है 

• Although India has a rich agricultural base in some sectors there is foreign dependence for 
technologies required to transform feedstocks into market ready final products 

 हालाोंसक भारि के पाि मजबूि कृसर् आधार है सफर भी कुछ के्षत्र ों में कचे्च माल क  बा़िार य ग्य उत्पार्द ों में 

बर्दलिे वाली िकिीक ों के सलए नवरे्दशी ननभणिता बिी हुई है 

What is the way forward 

 आगे का िास्ता क्ा है 

• India has an advantage in building a biomaterials industry but some issues need to be 
addressed first 

 भारि क  बाय मैटीररयल्स उद्य ग सवकसिि करिे में बढि है लेसकि पहले कुछ मुद्द ों क  िुलझािा ह गा 

• If feedstocks do not scale with increased demand there could be competition with food 
sources 

 यसर्द कच्चा माल बढिी माोंग के िाथ िही ों बढा ि  खाद्य स्रमतम ंके र्ाि प्रनतस्पधाण ह  िकिी है 

• Aggressive agricultural practices could lead to water stress and soil deterioration 

 आक्रामक कृसर् पद्धसियाों जल रं्कट औि नमट्टी के क्षिर् का कारर् बि िकिी हैं 

• Weak waste management and composting infrastructure could undermine environmental 
benefits 

 कम़ि र कचिा प्रबंधन औि कम्पमत्यसं्टग अवरं्िचना पयाणवरर्ीय लाभ ों क  कमज र कर िकिी है 

• Fragmented policy coordination across agriculture, environment and industry may slow 
adoption 

 कृसर् पयाणवरर् और उद्य ग के बीच नीनत र्मन्वय की कमी अपिािे की गसि धीमी कर िकिी है 

• Failure to move quickly could leave India dependent on imports as other countries scale 
faster 

 िे़िी िे कर्दम ि उठािे पर भारि आयात पि ननभणि रह िकिा है जबसक अन्य रे्दश िे़िी िे आगे बढ जाएों गे 

• To capitalise on this sector policy actions include scaling biomanufacturing infrastructure 
especially fermentation and polymerisation capacity 

 इि के्षत्र का लाभ उठािे के सलए िीसिगि कर्दम ों में बायममैनु्यफैक्चरिंग अवरं्िचना का सवस्तार शासमल है 

सवशेर्कर फमेंटेशन औि पॉनलमिाइजेशन क्षमता 

• Improving feedstock productivity for crops such as sugarcane maize and agricultural 
residues using emerging technologies 

 उभरिी िकिीक ों िे गन्ना मक्का औि कृनर् अवशेर्म ंजैिे फिल ों की उत्पार्दकता बढ़ाना 

• Investing in R and D and standards to develop both drop in and novel biomaterials 

 आि एंड डी औि मानकम ंमें सिवेश कर डर ॉप इन औि नवीन बायममैटीरियल्स र्द ि ों का सवकाि 

• Clear regulatory definitions labelling norms and end of life pathways such as recycling 
or industrial composting are essential 

 स्पि ननयामक परिभार्ाएं लेबनलंग मानक औि जीवन अंत मागण जैिे रीिाइत्यलोंग या औद्य सगक कम्प त्यस्टोंग 

अिोंि आवश्यक हैं 
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• These build consumer and industry confidence 

 ये उपभमक्ता औि उद्यमग का भिमर्ा बढािे हैं 

• Government procurement time bound incentives and support for pilot plants and 
shared facilities can help de risk early investments 

 र्िकािी खिीर्द र्मयबद्ध प्रमत्साहन औि पायलट रं्यंत्रम ंतिा र्ाझा रु्नवधाओ ंके नलए र्मिणन शुरुआिी 

सिवेश के ज त्यखम क  कम कर िकिे हैं 

 
 

GS Paper III: Environment, 

TOPICS COVERED     07 January 2026 

1. Sufferers of poor AQI contribute to the problem too: SC on air pollution 

 खिाब AQI रे् पीनड़त लमग भी र्मस्या में यमगर्दान रे्दते हैं: वायु प्ररू्दर्र् पि रु्प्रीम कमटण 
2. 

Not just forests: why grasslands also belong in national climate plans 

नऱ्िण  जंगल ही नही:ं िाष्ट्र ीय जलवायु यमजनाओ ंमें घार् के मैर्दानम ंकम भी क्म ंशानमल 

नकया जाना चानहए 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sufferers of poor AQI contribute to the problem too: SC on air pollution 
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• The Supreme Court on Tuesday said the victims of poor air quality index in the national 
capital are themselves directly or indirectly “contributors” to the perennial problem 

 रु्प्रीम कमटण िे मोंगलवार क  कहा सक रािर ीय राजधािी में खराब वायु गुर्वत्ता रू्चकांक के पीसड़ि स्वयों प्रिक्ष 

या अप्रिक्ष रूप िे इि िायी िमस्या के “यमगर्दानकताण” हैं 

• “The sufferers of AQI issue are themselves indirectly contributing to it,” the top court 
observed orally 

 शीर्ण अर्दालि िे मौत्यखक सटप्पर्ी में कहा, “AQI र्मस्या िे पीसड़ि ल ग स्वयों अप्रिक्ष रूप िे इिमें य गर्दाि रे्द 

रहे हैं” 

• Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, heading a Bench comprising Justice Joymalya Bagchi, 
candidly said past reports and methods employed over the years have failed to improve the 
air quality 

 भाित के मुख्य न्यायाधीश रू्यण कांत, न्यायमूनतण जॉयमाल्या बागची वाली पीठ का िेिृत्व करिे हुए, स्पि 

रूप िे कहा सक वर्ों में अपिाई गई सपछली ररप टें और िरीके वायु गुर्वत्ता में िुधार करिे में सवफल रहे हैं 

• “The weapon which was sought to be evolved, did not come about. Nothing has come out 
despite all the reports. Nothing,” the CJI said 

 र्ीजेआई िे कहा, “सजि हसथयार क  सवकसिि करिे की क सशश की गई, वह बि ही िही ों पाया। िभी प्रयाि ों 

के बावजूर्द कुछ भी िामिे िही ों आया। कुछ भी िही ों” 

• The court said there was no clarity even as to what was exactly causing the pollution 

 अर्दालि िे कहा सक प्ररू्दर्र् का वास्तसवक कारर् क्ा है, इि पर भी क ई स्पििा िही ों है 

• The problem of pollution and its causes were riddled with conflicting claims, one side 
accusing farmers for stubble burning while the other side pointing a finger at vehicular 
pollution 

 प्ररू्दर्र् की िमस्या और उिके कारर् सवर धाभािी र्दाव ों िे भरे हुए हैं, जहाों एक पक्ष पिाली जलाने के सलए 

सकिाि ों क  र्द र्ी ठहरािा है, वही ों रू्दिरा पक्ष वाहन प्ररू्दर्र् की ओर उोंगली उठािा है 

• “As an expert body, have you been able to identify the causes? Are you convinced about the 
causes? Which causes are affecting to what extent?” Chief Justice Kant asked the Centre 
for Air Quality Management (CAQM), represented by Additional Solicitor General 
Aishwarya Bhati 

 मुख्य न्यायाधीश कांत िे वायु गुर्वत्ता प्रबंधन कें द्र (CAQM) िे, सजिका प्रसिसिसधत्व अनतरिक्त र्ॉनलनर्टि 

जनिल ऐश्वयाण भाटी कर रही थी ों, पूछा, “एक सवशेर्ज् सिकाय के रूप में, क्ा आप कारर् ों की पहचाि कर पाए 

हैं? क्ा आप कारर् ों क  लेकर आश्वस्त हैं? कौि िे कारर् सकि हर्द िक प्रभाव डाल रहे हैं?” 

• The Chief Justice and the amicus curiae differed over the exact percentage of contribution 
of pollution caused by heavy vehicles 

 मुख्य न्यायाधीश और एनमकर् कू्िी के बीच भािी वाहनम ंिे ह िे वाले प्ररू्दर्र् के य गर्दाि के िटीक प्रसिशि 

क  लेकर मिभेर्द था 

• Amicus curiae, senior advocate Aparajita Singh, said it was 20% while the Chief Justice 
suggested it is close to 40% 

 एनमकर् कू्िी, वररष्ठ असधविा अपिानजता नरं्ह िे कहा सक यह 20% है, जबसक मुख्य न्यायाधीश िे इिे 

लगभग 40% बिाया 

• “See that is the problem. You have a report saying it is 20% and I looked at another report 
saying it is 40%,” the CJI said addressing Ms. Singh 

 र्ीजेआई िे रु्श्ी नरं्ह क  िोंब सधि करिे हुए कहा, “रे्दत्यखए यही िमस्या है। आपके पाि एक ररप टण है ज  

20% कहिी है और मैंिे रू्दिरी ररप टण रे्दखी ज  40% कहिी है” 

• The CJI said curbing the entry of trucks and banning construction to provide clean air would 
a•ect the public in another way 

 र्ीजेआई िे कहा सक स्वच्छ हवा प्रर्दाि करिे के सलए टरकम ंकी आवाजाही पर र क और ननमाणर् कायण पर 

प्रसिबोंध जििा क  रू्दिरे िरीके िे प्रभासवि करेगा 

• Stopping trucks may disrupt the supply of essential commodities and halting construction 
would a•ect housing, which many in the capital were in dire need of 

 टर क ों क  र किे िे आवश्यक वसु्तओ ंकी आपूसिण बासधि ह  िकिी है और सिमाणर् र किे िे आवार् प्रभासवि 

ह गा, सजिकी राजधािी में कई ल ग ों क  अिसधक आवश्यकिा है 

• The CAQM said it had held a meeting on January 2 and would need two months to •rm up 
a plan 

 CAQM िे कहा सक उििे 2 जनविी क  एक बैठक की थी और य जिा क  अोंसिम रूप रे्दिे के सलए र्दम महीने 

की आवश्यकिा ह गी 
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Not just forests: why grasslands also belong in 
national climate plans 

नऱ्िण  जंगल ही नही:ं िाष्ट्र ीय जलवायु यमजनाओ ंमें घार् के 

मैर्दानम ंकम भी क्म ंशानमल नकया जाना चानहए 

The United Nations has declared 2026 to be the ‘International 
Year for Rangelands and Pastoralists’ 

• Their letter, published in Science, asserted that even 
though savannahs are potentially better carbon sinks, forests have hogged the limelight in 
global climate negotiations 

 Science में प्रकासशि उिके पत्र में यह कहा गया सक यद्यसप र्वाना के्षत्र िोंभासवि रूप िे बेहिर काबणन नरं्क 

हैं, सफर भी वैसश्वक जलवायु वािाणओों में वनम ंिे ही असधक ध्याि आकसर्णि सकया है 

• The UNFCCC COP30 climate talks took place over the course of 10 days in the city of Belém 
in Brazil, and it had a major focus on forests 

• Early on at the conference, the announcement of the Tropical Forest Forever Facility 
(TFFF) was exciting to most attendees 

 िमे्मलि की शुरुआि में ही टर ॉनपकल ़िॉिेस्ट ़िॉिएवि ़ैिनर्नलटी (TFFF) की घ र्र्ा असधकाोंश प्रसिभासगय ों 

के सलए उत्साहजिक थी 

• With commitments of multi-million-dollar funds from different countries, the TFFF was 
established to fund countries to keep tropical forests intact 

 सवसभन्न रे्दश ों िे समले मल्टी-नमनलयन-डॉलि फंड की प्रसिबद्धिाओों के िाथ, TFFF की िापिा रे्दश ों क  

उष्णकनटबंधीय वनम ंकम रु्िनक्षत िखने के सलए सवत्तप सर्ि करिे हेिु की गई 

• COP30, which ended with a lack of any concrete roadmap to protect the climate, also 
signalled a glaring disparity in a global climate action agenda that has continued to favour 
forests alone 

• “Everyone is facing the effects of climate change, but the desert people are facing some of 
the harshest effects,” said Samantha Murray, an Ilka/Wongutha/Nyoongar indigenous 
person and the CEO of Indigenous Desert Alliance (IDA) 

 र्मांिा मिे, ज  एक इिा/वमगुंिा/न्यमगंाि आनर्दवार्ी व्त्यक्त और इंनडनजनर् डेजटण एलायंर् (IDA) की 

र्ीईओ हैं, िे कहा, “हर क ई जलवायु परिवतणन के प्रभाव ों का िामिा कर रहा है, लेसकि िेनगस्तानी र्मुर्दाय 

िबिे कठ र प्रभाव झेल रहे हैं” 

• “It is getting hotter, and it is getting harder to live here” 

 “यहााँ गमी बढ़ती जा रही है, और यहााँ िहना औि कनठन ह िा जा रहा है” 

• The IDA is a network of indigenous community rangers that works to protect and manage 
the vast desert grasslands that make up more than a third of Australia’s landmass 

 IDA आनर्दवार्ी र्मुर्दाय िेंजिम ंका एक िेटवकण  है, ज  सवशाल िेनगस्तानी घार्भूनमयम ंकी रक्षा और प्रबोंधि 

के सलए कायण करिा है, ज  ऑस्टरेनलया के कुल भूभाग के एक नतहाई रे् अनधक सहसे्स का सिमाणर् करिी हैं 

Just beginning 

 अभी शुरुआत ही है 

• Grasslands are one of the most threatened ecosystems in the world 

 घािभूसम रु्दसिया की िबिे असधक खतिे में पड़ी पारित्यस्थनतकी प्रर्ानलयम ंमें िे एक हैं 

• The biome has suffered rapid habitat loss due to agriculture, conversion to forests and 
plantations, the spread of invasive species, and the extraction of fossil fuels 

 इि बाय म क  कृनर्, वनम ंऔि बागानम ंमें परिवतणन, आक्रामक प्रजानतयम ंके फैलाव और जीवाश्म ईधंन के 

र्द हि के कारर् िे़िी िे आवार्ीय क्षनत का िामिा करिा पड़ा है 

• In addition, many governments have suppressed indigenous and local land management 
techniques such as controlled fires and grazing, leaving forest land to burn during 
wildfires with greater intensity and to release more carbon into the atmosphere as forests 
degrade 

 इिके अलावा, कई िरकार ों िे ननयंनत्रत आग औि चिाई जैिी आनर्दवार्ी औि स्थानीय भूनम प्रबंधन 

तकनीकम ंक  र्दबा सर्दया है, सजििे जंगल की आग के र्दौराि वि असधक िीव्रिा िे जलिे हैं और वि ों के क्षरर् 

के िाथ वािावरर् में असधक काबणन छ ड़िे हैं 
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• Today, the desert grasslands of Australia are reeling under the effects of dry spells and 
flash floods induced by climate change 

 आज, ऑस्टरेनलया की िेनगस्तानी घार्भूनमयााँ जलवायु परिवतणन िे उत्पन्न रू्खे र्दौि औि अचानक बाढ़ के 

प्रभाव ों िे जूझ रही हैं 

• These consequences are playing out in tandem with those of the buffel grass (Cenchrus 
ciliaris), an invasive species of grass that hasn’t only replaced native grass but which also 
burns with higher intensity 

 ये पररर्ाम बफेल घार् (Cenchrus ciliaris) के प्रभाव ों के िाथ-िाथ िामिे आ रहे हैं, ज  एक आक्रामक 

प्रजानत है और सजििे ि केवल रे्दशी घार् क  प्रसििासपि सकया है बत्यि यह अनधक तीव्रता िे जलिी भी है 

• Organisations like the IDA have been at the forefront of bringing more attention to the desert 
grasslands of Australia 

• Brazil is home to one of the world’s most biodiverse savannahs, called the cerrado 

 ब्राजील रु्दसिया के िबिे असधक जैव-नवनवध र्वाना के्षत्रम ंमें िे एक रे्िाडम का घर है 

• Home to eight of the 12 water systems of Brazil, including major river systems like the Sao 
Francisco and the Tocantins, the cerrado is stressed 

 रे्िाडम, ज  ब्राजील की 12 में रे् 8 जल प्रर्ानलयम ंका घर है, सजिमें र्ाओ फ्ांनर्स्कम और टमकैं नटन्स जैिी 

प्रमुख िर्दी प्रर्ासलयााँ शासमल हैं, आज र्दबाव में है 

• In fact the cerrado grasslands face twice as much range loss due to human activities as 
well as climate change compared to the Amazon rainforests in the country 

• The cerrado today faces multiple pressures from growing agricultural expansion, mining, 
fire suppression, disenfranchisement of communities’ rights to their land, and public 
policies that protect agribusiness over ecosystems. 

 आज रे्िाडम बढिे कृनर् नवस्ताि, खनन, आग कम र्दबाने की नीनतयम,ं र्मुर्दायम ंके भूनम अनधकािम ंके 

हनन, और ऐिी र्ावणजननक नीनतयम ंिे कई र्दबाव ों का िामिा कर रहा है, ज  पारित्यस्थनतकी तंत्र की िुलिा में 

एग्रीनबजनेर् की रक्षा करिी हैं। 

• In addition, 70% of Brazil’s agricultural toxic wastes are dumped in this biome, 
endangering the ecology as well as the people that live there. 

 इिके अलावा, ब्राजील के कृनर् नवरै्ले कचिे का 70% इिी बाय म में डाला जािा है, सजििे पारित्यस्थनतकी 

और वहााँ रहिे वाले लमगम ंर्द ि ों क  खिरा ह िा है। 

• “We can still choose another path. First, by officially recognising territorial rights and 
secure demarcations for Indigenous peoples and Quilombolas (Afro-descendent 
communities in Brazil),” Dandara said, highlighting that protecting the cerrado is also a 
social justice issue. 

 डंडािा िे कहा, “हम अभी भी रू्दिरा रास्ता चुि िकिे हैं। िबिे पहले, आनर्दवार्ी लमगम ंऔि निलमबंमलार् 

(ब्रा़िील में अफ्र -वोंशज िमुर्दाय ों) के सलए के्षत्रीय अनधकािम ंकी आनधकारिक मान्यता और िुरसक्षि र्ीमांकन 

के माध्यम िे,” यह रेखाोंसकि करिे हुए सक रे्िाडम की रक्षा एक र्ामानजक न्याय का मुद्दा भी है। 

• “We need to ensure the implementation of inclusive public policies that integrate the 
participation of traditional communities in the management of natural resources.” 

 “हमें ऐिी र्मावेशी र्ावणजननक नीनतयम ंके सक्रयान्वयि क  िुसिसिि करिा ह गा, ज  प्राकृनतक रं्र्ाधनम ंके 

प्रबोंधि में पािंपरिक र्मुर्दायम ंकी भागीर्दारी क  एकीकृि करें।” 

• Bridging these narratives from the side events to the negotiating rooms of the COP is a 
long road. 

र्ाइड इवेंट्र् िे लेकर COP के वाताण कक्षम ंिक इि सवमशों क  ज ड़िा एक लोंबा रास्ता है। 

• By design, the UNFCCC COP focuses almost exclusively on conversations around 
managing carbon, while biodiversity and land degradation largely remain the talking 
points for the U.N. Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the U.N. Convention to 
Combat Desertification (CCD). 

 सड़िाइि के अिुिार, UNFCCC COP लगभग पूरी िरह काबणन प्रबंधन पर कें सद्रि रहिा है, जबसक जैव-

नवनवधता और भूनम क्षिर् मुख्यिः  रं्युक्त िाष्ट्र  जैव नवनवधता अनभर्मय (CBD) और रं्युक्त िाष्ट्र  

मरुस्थलीकिर् रे् ननपटने का अनभर्मय (CCD) के एजेंडे में रहिे हैं। 

• To their credit, however, the CBD and the CCD have made better efforts to recognise 
grasslands in their programmes. 

 हालााँसक, CBD और CCD िे अपिे कायणक्रम ों में घार्भूनमयम ंक  मान्यिा रे्दिे के सलए बेहिर प्रयाि सकए हैं। 

• For example, at the UNCCD COP16 conference in Saudi Arabia, there were efforts to 
highlight the importance of grasslands and rangelands in achieving land degradation 
neutrality. 
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 उर्दाहरर् के िौर पर, र्ऊर्दी अिब में आय सजि UNCCD COP16 िमे्मलि में भूनम क्षिर् तटस्थता हासिल 

करिे में घार्भूनमयम ंऔि िेंजलैंड्र् के महत्व क  उजागर करिे के प्रयाि सकए गए। 

• Through resolution L15, the UNCCD COP officially recognised that rangelands are complex 
socio-ecological systems and called on its parties to “prioritise policies and investments” 
and to “improve tenure security in rangelands”. 

• In 1992, the formation of the three Rio Conventions marked a historic first step in bridging 
the gap between the UNCBD, the UNFCCC, and the UNCCD, and from there a mechanism 
to cooperate on goals to address climate change, biodiversity loss, and land degradation 
together 

 1992 में तीन रियम कन्वेंशनम ंका गठि UNCBD, UNFCCC और UNCCD के बीच की खाई क  पाटिे की 

सर्दशा में एक ऐसिहासिक पहला कर्दम था, सजििे जलवायु परिवतणन, जैव नवनवधता ह्रार् और भूनम क्षिर् िे 

सिपटिे के सलए िाझा िोंत्र सवकसिि हुआ 

• COP30 also saw the active participation of organisations such as the World Wide Fund for 
Nature and the International Union for the Conservation of Nature on the matter of these 
overlooked biomes 

• In its policy recommendation, the report stated that grasslands should be considered in “an 
integrated manner across all three Rio Conventions to break silos and maximise 
effectiveness” 

 अपिी नीनत नर्फारिश में ररप टण िे कहा सक घािभूसमय ों क  “तीनम ंरियम कन्वेंशनम ंमें एकीकृत रूप रे् रे्दखा 

जाना चानहए तानक अलगाव तमड़ा जा र्के औि प्रभावशीलता बढ़ाई जा र्के” 

• The report also stated that grasslands must be recognised in the country-specific nationally 
determined contributions (NDCs), which are national climate action plans that outline a 
country’s commitment to reducing emissions under the Paris Agreement 

 ररप टण में यह भी कहा गया सक घािभूसमय ों क  रे्दश-नवनशष्ट् िाष्ट्र ीय स्ति पि ननधाणरित यमगर्दान (NDCs) में 

मान्यिा र्दी जािी चासहए, ज  पेरिर् र्मझौते के िहि उत्सजणन घटािे के सलए रे्दश ों की प्रसिबद्धिा र्दशाणिे हैं 

Small step for India 

 भाित के नलए छमटा लेनकन अहम कर्दम 

• According to a white paper released by the Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and 
the Environment (ATREE), Bengaluru, at the UNFCCC COP16 in Saudi Arabia, grasslands 
in India come under the purview of 18 Ministries, each with competing interests and policy 
goals 

 बेंगलुरु त्यस्थत अशमका टरस्ट फॉि रिर्चण इन इकमलॉजी एंड र्द एनवायिनमेंट (ATREE) द्वारा र्ऊर्दी अिब 

में UNFCCC COP16 के र्दौराि जारी एक शे्वत पत्र के अिुिार, भारि में घािभूसमयााँ 18 मंत्रालयम ंके असधकार 

के्षत्र में आिी हैं, सजिके सहि और िीसिगि लक्ष् अक्सर परस्पर प्रसिस्पधी ह िे हैं 

• While the Union Environment Ministry considers grasslands for afforestation purposes, 
the Ministry of Rural Development publishes the “wasteland atlas of India” that often 
includes grasslands deemed available for conversion to other uses 

• In fact, one of India’s eight NDCs is “to create an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion 
tonnes of CO2 equivalent through additional forest and tree cover by 2030” 

• In a similar vein, a policy brief shared by a group of researchers from Brazil urged the 
UNFCCC to “adopt the Ecosystem-Based Approach as an immediate pathway” to 
conserve and sustainably manage “open ecosystems” as adaptation actions, enabling their 
inclusion in Brazil’s NDCs 

 इिी प्रकार, ब्राजील के श धकिाणओों के एक िमूह द्वारा िाझा सकए गए एक नीनत रं्के्षप में UNFCCC िे 

आग्रह सकया गया सक वह “इकमनर्स्टम-आधारित दृनष्ट्कमर् कम तात्कानलक मागण के रूप में अपनाए” िासक 

“खुले पारित्यस्थनतकी तंत्रम”ं का िोंरक्षर् और ििि प्रबोंधि सकया जा िके और उन्हें ब्राजील के NDCs में 

शासमल सकया जा िके 

• Recognising the importance of grasslands as unique ecosystems worthy of attention, valuing 
their potential for carbon sequestration and ecosystem services, integrating grassland 
protection in countrywide NDCs, all while giving local communities the rights to their land 
and management practices are essential first steps in mainstreaming the protection and 
sustenance of grasslands worldwide 
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• All these goals can be achieved if the parties to the U.N. uphold the values of 
multilateralism and prioritise science and civil society over the fossil fuel and 
agribusiness lobbies 

 

GS Paper III: IS 

TOPICS COVERED     07 January 2026 

1. Chief of Army Staff highlights modern warfare in UAE talk 

 रे्ना प्रमुख ने यूएई में वाताण के र्दौिान आधुननक युद्ध पि प्रकाश डाला 
 

 

Chief of Army Staff highlights modern warfare 
in UAE talk 

 रे्ना प्रमुख ने यूएई में वाताण के र्दौिान आधुननक युद्ध 

पि प्रकाश डाला 

• The Chief of the Army Staff, General Upendra 
Dwivedi, on Tuesday addressed officers of the UAE 
National Defence College (NDC) during his ongoing official 
visit to the United Arab Emirates. 

• Following the visit to the UAE, Gen. Dwivedi will 
visit Sri Lanka from January 7 to 8. On arrival, the COAS 
will be accorded a Guard of Honour by the Sri Lanka 
Army. 

 यूएई की यात्रा के बार्द जनिल नद्ववेर्दी 7 रे् 8 जनविी िक श्ीलंका 

का र्दौरा करें गे। आगमि पर र्ीओएएर् क  श्ीलंका रे्ना द्वारा गाडण 

ऑफ ऑनि प्रर्दाि सकया जाएगा। 

• General Dwivedi will also pay homage at the Indian 
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) War Memorial, honouring 
the sacrifice of Indian soldiers. 

 जनिल नद्ववेर्दी इंनडयन पीर् कीनपंग फमर्ण (IPKF) युद्ध स्मािक पर 

भी श्रद्धाोंजसल असपणि करें गे, जहााँ भाितीय रै्ननकम ंके बनलर्दान क  

िम्मासिि सकया जाएगा। 

 




