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Hungarian director Béla Tarr, master
of long, darkly comic films, dies at 70

Assoaate! I!ress

BUDAPEST

The celebrated Hungarian
filmmaker Béla Tarr, direc-
tor of such works as Sdtdn-
tango and The Turin Horse
and the recipient of nume-
rous awards for his long
and often darkly comic
films, has died at 70.

During a career span-
ning decades, Tarr wrote
and directed nine feature
films, starting with his de-
but, Family Nest, in 1979
and ending in 2011 with
The Turin Horse, which
won the Silver Bear Jury
Grand Prize at the Berlin
International Film Festival
that year.

Tarr frequently collabo-
rated with Hungarian auth-
or Laszlo Krasznahorkai,

Celebrated filmmaker: Béla Tarr completed his first feature film,
Family Nest, when he was only 23. REUTERS

who last year won the No-
bel Prize in literature.
Tarr’s films, some of which
were adaptations of Mr.
Krasznahorkai’s  novels
(Sdtantango and Werck-
meister Harmonies), have
been awarded prizes at fes-
tivals around Europe and

Asia, and he received hon-
orary professorships at un-
iversities in China.

In a statement on Tues-
day, the Hungarian Film-
makers’ Association con-
firmed Tarr’s death,
writing that “with deep
sorrow we announce that,

after a long and serious ill-
ness, film director Béla
Tarr passed away early this
morning”.

Tarr completed his first
feature film, Family Nest,
when he was only 23. That
film won the Grand Prize at
the Mannheim-Heidelberg
International Film Festival
that year.

Slow-paced films

His films, the longest of
which, Satantango, clocks
in at 439 minutes, often
used slow pacing and stark
imagery to depict despair
and social decay.

Often shot in black and
white and defined by long,
hypnotic takes, Tarr’s films
depict bleak, hopeless,
even dystopian land-
scapes.

Hungarian director Béla Tarr, master of long, darkly comic films, dies at 70
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e The celebrated Hungarian filmmaker Béla Tarr, director of such works as Satantangé and
The Turin Horse and the recipient of numerous awards for his long and often darkly comic

films, has died at 70
TRIg g PR 99T e, Satant T 3R g SR g SRt aat & Feze @ik
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e During a career spanning decades, Tarr wrote and directed nine feature films, starting with
his debut, Family Nest, in 1979 and ending in 2011 with The Turin Horse, which won the
Silver Bear Jury Grand Prize at the Berlin International Film Festival that year

G ah Iat U BRI H, TR A 9 B fived foret sik MR o, foma! geend 1979 &
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e Tarr frequently collaborated with Hungarian author Laszlé Krasznahorkai, who last year
won the Nobel Prize in literature
TR 7 ARR TN A@P TR PIATGRSTS & 1Y a1 fobar, 5% forsa af anfgs &1
Aad REPR el

e Tarr’s films, some of which were adaptations of Mr. Krasznahorkai’s novels (Satantangé and
Werckmeister Harmonies), have been awarded prizes at festivals around Europe and Asia,
and he received honorary professorships at universities in China
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In a statement on Tuesday, the Hungarian Filmmakers’ Association con-firmed Tarr’s
death, writing that “with deep sorrow we announce that, after a long and serious illness, * Im
director Béla Tarr passed away early this morning”
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Tarr completed his first feature film, Family Nest, when he was only 23

TR 7 3O Ugel WiaR e Family Nest 08 T3 &1 SId 31 31 dhad 23 ay ot

That Im won the Grand Prize at the Mannheim-Heidelberg International Film Festival that
year
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Slow-paced Ims
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Often shot in black and white and defined by long, hypnotic takes, Tarr’s films depict
bleak, hopeless, even dystopian landscapes
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Education Minister releases
55 volumes of literary works

The books are released in classical Indian languages such as Kannada, Odia, Telugu, Malayalam,

and Tamil, along with a sign-language series of the Tirukkural by Tamil poet Thiruvalluvar

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

nion Education Mi-
U nister Dharmendra

Pradhan on Tues-
day officially released 55
volumes of literary works
in classical Indian languag-
es such as Kannada, Odia,
Telugu, Malayalam, and
Tamil, along with a sign-
language series of the Ti-
rukkural by Tamil poet
Thiruvalluvar.

Mr. Pradhan said that
this was a “part of our larg-
er national effort to place
India’s linguistic heritage
at the centre of education,
research and cultural
pride”.

A government state-
ment said that of these lit-
erary works, 41 were
brought out by the Centres
of Excellence for Classical
Languages under the Cen-
tral Institute of Indian Lan-
guages (CIIL). In addition,
13 books and the sign lan-
guage series of Tirukkural
have been brought out by
the Central Institute of
Classical Tamil.

Vision of inclusive India
While releasing the works,
Mr. Pradhan said, “The in-
clusion of the essence of
the Tirukkural in sign lan-

Higher Education Secretary Vineet Joshi, Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and Chamu Krishna Shastry, Chairperson of
Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti, at the book release. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

guage empowers the vision
of an inclusive India,
where access to knowledge
is ensured for all” Mr.
Pradhan emphasised the
role of language as a “un-
ifying force”, noting that
the Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had “always”
stressed how all Indian lan-
guages were national lan-
guages.

Mr. Pradhan also posted
independent messages on
social media hailing the
launch of these books in
their respective languages.

In one such post in Ta-
mil, the Union Minister
said that the released
books had six Malayalam
translations of Sangam-pe-
riod works such as Purana-
nooru, Pathitrupathu, and

Pathuppattu, and later pe-
riod works such as Nanma-
nikkatigai,  Nanarpattu,
and Muthollayiram. A Telu-
gu translation of Silappath-
ikaram, one of the five
great epics, is also included
in this.

In another post about
the works released in Odia,
Mr. Pradhan said this was a
“proud moment for the
world of Odia literature
and culture”. He noted
how works such as Charya-
pada and Madalapanji
would create a “new intro-
duction to the rich vocab-
ulary of the Odia lan-
guage”, also mentioning
how the English and Hindi
translations would “help
bring Odisha’s history clos-
er to non-Odia readers.”

e @ = i e pfaal & 55 @s oY g

The Education Minister
said the Union government
had worked “extensively to
strengthen and promote
all Indian languages”, cit-
ing measures such as in-
cluding more languages on
the scheduled list, transla-
tion of classical texts into
Indian languages, and en-
couraging education in In-
dian languages.

He said that the National
Education Policy of 2020
advanced this vision of
education in Indian lan-
guages, and that India con-
tinued to be a “vibrant ex-
ample of unity in
diversity”.

He said, “In contrast to
the Macaulay (Thomas Ba-
bington Macaulay) mindset
of the colonial era, Indian
civilisation has always re-
garded languages as bridg-
es for dialogue and cultural
harmony.”

“Indian languages have
stood the test of time des-
pite the attempts to des-
troy them. India is a coun-
try of immense linguistic
diversity, and it is the res-
ponsibility of society to en-
sure that the nation’s his-
torical, cultural, and
literary wealth is preserved
and that future generations
are made aware of it,” Mr.
Pradhan said.

e The books are released in classical Indian languages such as Kannada, Odia, Telugu,
Malayalam, and Tamil, along with a sign-language series of the Tirukkural by Tamil poet
Thiruvalluvar

3} QX PAs, Nfear, A, vaaray iR affra SRt ;e YRdg ytarsit & SRt &t 718
2 Y & i B3 Raedar ) aeapRa &1 WidbTe HTwT sEe 1 it 8

e Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Tuesday officially released 55 volumes
of literary works in classical Indian languages such as Kannada, Odia, Telugu, Malayalam,
and Tamil, along with a sign language series of the Tirukkural by Tamil poet Thiruvalluvar
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A government statement said that of these literary works, 41 were brought out by the Centres
of Excellence for Classical Languages under the Central Institute of Indian Languages
(CIIL)

TP BRI 9 T &1 T e 37 AIRfAS FHiaal § T 41 B Heia URAHT T HRITH
(CIIL) & Sicia R YT F IHTAT Bl GRT USRI far mar

In addition, 13 books and the sign language series of Tirukkural have been brought out by
the Central Institute of Classical Tamil

In one such post in Tamil, the Union Minister said that the released books had six
Malayalam translations of Sangam-period works such as Purananooru, Pathitrupathu,
and Pathuppattu, and later period works such as Nanmanikkatigai, Nanarpattu, and
Muthollayiram

T €t v aftre de ® Sl Tt 3 et fob SR QRaw! A WM BTe B piad) s RANS,
TRIFWY 3R TYWEE qUT §1C & HId DI Hiad! oY TTHOED TR, F-Ruee 3R Uy
& T§ HAATAH 3JdTG M &

A Telugu translation of Silappathikaram, one of the five great epics, is also included in
this

O Ui HE HeTHTa B ¥ Us RaufyerRy &1 a7 ergare o nfta 8

In another post about the works released in Odia, Mr. Pradhan said this was a “proud
moment for the world of Odia literature and culture”

ifear 7 SR Pl R T o Uive # ot v 7 32 “3nfEar wifgw oik Ixpfa o1 gfran
& forg wd &1 &or Iam

He noted how works such as Charyapada and Madalapaniji would create a “new
introduction to the rich vocabulary of the Odia language”

q@ﬁu?ﬂ%meﬁvmﬁm“aﬁ%mwaﬁmmmw

He also mentioned how the English and Hindi translations would “help bring Odisha’s
history closer to non-Odia readers”

31 U5 Ht I o o aiielt ofik Y ergare “siifszn & sfasm ot R-aifsar urest
& HI9 aM | A B

The Education Minister said the Union government had worked “extensively to strengthen
and promote all Indian languages”, citing measures such as including more languages on
the scheduled list, translation of classical texts into Indian languages, and encouraging
education in Indian languages

1 13t A FE1 b Hs MR 7 T URdT U3 Bt T R Hiewfed #vA & g
AUF =0 A B fHar 87, S sragfera gt & i wronsit o) nfid =, ety dut
BT YR yTwrelt § srgare iR YRt Wrwalt § Rie o) grar & it

He said that the National Education Policy of 2020 advanced this vision of education in
Indian languages, and that India continued to be a “vibrant example of unity in diversity”
3o el i P fRuam Fifa 2020 7 WRAT wrwish F fRian o1 39 2P 1 oM Sgr 3R
YR “fafaerar o uear &1 sfdd SereIvr A1 gsn g

He said, “In contrast to the Macaulay (Thomas Babington Macaulay) mindset of the
colonial era, Indian civilisation has always regarded languages as bridges for dialogue and
cultural harmony.”

I Bal, “3Nufafie BId Bt AeTd (UTAY sfetres Adia) ARG & T, YR
FRIAT A GHRT UTHIST & g 3R TRPAP Tgld & A & &4 J A1 87

‘Indian languages have stood the test of time despite the attempts to destroy them. India
is a country of immense linguistic diversity, and it is the responsibility of society to ensure
that the nation’s historical, cultural, and literary wealth is preserved and that future
generations are made aware of it,” Mr. Pradhan said

“mwaﬁ%waﬂﬁﬁwa&hzaﬁmﬁam%,ﬁww$wasw|
YR fa=mrer o fafderar arem <=1 &, SR U5 99T &1 fomieR § & 3w o1 efaeie,
TRpfaw R ifefAe Tuar o1 WRidrd farar Se 3R o arelt Rfedl &1 g% IR & SRew
foar sme,” o g™ A el
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1. | Haryana woman with 10 daughters gives birth to a son
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Haryana woman with 10 daughters gives birth to
ason

é%aﬁﬁmﬁﬁsﬁuwnaﬂtr%mﬁa%ﬁw

¢ Ten daughters and now a son.

Y Sfedr 3R 319 Uw deTl

¢ A woman and her labourer husband, married for 19 years,
welcomed their 11th child in a Haryana hospital this week,

Haryana woman w1th 10 raising concerns over maternal health and the age-old

desire for families to have a son come what may.

daughters gives birth to ason 19 qu¥ 3 faariza we wfeer ok S ToigR Th 3 29 T@E
Ten daughters and now a son. A woman and her IO & TP SRUdTel H 30 116 = BT W foba, oy

labourer husband married for 19 years welcomed HI ¥y IR fopeht oft Fod R der U= @Y ETIT-ﬂ T Bl
their 11th child in a Haryana hospital this week, AR ﬁl?ﬂﬁ el

;S}g%?;?fggf&?:ﬁ?ﬂ?:fg;ﬂgnt:’ee o It was a high-risk delivery but both mother and child are
what may. It was a high-risk delivery but both doing one, said Dr. Narveer Sheoran of the Ojas Hospital
mother and child are doing fine, said Dr. Narveer and Maternity Home in Jind district’s Uchana town.

Sheoran of the Ojas Hospital and Maternity g U S-Sl AW Uga U7 A1 | 3R §=1 1 31 &, U
Home in Jind district’s Uchana town. The foie o9 & ST & R 3o 3udTe ud Aexf~idt g

37-year-old woman was admitted to the hospital { TRER TRTOT Fal
on January 3 and the baby was born the next day. &S, ul !

She was back home in her village in adjoining e The 37-year-old woman was admitted to the hospital on
Fatehabad district the next day. en January 3 and the baby was born the next day.

37 qifa Afgdr &1 3 S=ad) B Rudrd # Yol Ham T 3R
3T T 9= &1 ST gl

e She was back home in her village in adjoining Fatehabad district the next day.

I8 3T f&1 & U & wagTaTe frat & org+ Tiiq aray die TR
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1. | Madras HC upholds order to light lamp at Madurai stone pillar
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Madras HC upholds
order to light lamp at
Madurai stone pillar

The Hindu Bureau
MADURAI

A Division Bench of the Ma-
dras High Court on Tues-
day upheld an earlier sin-
gle-judge order directing
the Subramaniya Swamy
Temple management to
light the Karthigai Deepam
at a stone pillar, identified
as the deepathoon, atop
Thirupparankundram Hill
in Madurai of Tamil Nadu,
dismissing fears of public
disturbance as an “imagin-
ary ghost”, which would
only happen if sponsored
by the State itself.

The State government
plans to challenge the or-
der in the Supreme Court,
Minister S. Regupathy told
journalists after the ruling.

The Madurai Bench of
Justices G. Jayachandran
and K.K. Ramakrishnan
criticised the State govern-
ment for citing its appre-
hension of law and order
issues and public peace as
a reason for not complying
with the earlier order of
Justice G.R. Swaminathan.

‘Imaginary ghost’
“Itis ridiculous and hard to
believe the fear of the
mighty State that by allow-
ing representatives of the
Devasthanam [temple
management] to light the
lamp at the stone pillar
near top of the hill located
within its territory of De-
vasthanam land, on a par-
ticular day in a year, will
cause disturbance to pu-
blic peace. Of course, it
may happen only if such
disturbance is sponsored
by the State itself. We pray
no State should stoop to
that level to achieve their
political agenda,” it said.
For the administration
to act as though such a
congregation will disturb
the peace or cause stam-

Q Icis
ridiculous

amd hard tobelicwe
the fear of the mighoy
State that alk wving
reresentatives of
thie Devasthanaim to
lighit Qe lanp... will
cause disturbaiice (o
publicpeace

MADRAS HIGH COURT
AT AT REMCH)
u

pedes or disharmony
among communities is
either an exposure of their
incapacity to maintain law
and order or their hesita-
tion to bring harmony
among communities, the
court said.

“We find that the appre-
hension expressed by the
District Administration re-
garding the probability of
disturbance to the public
peace is nothing but an
imaginary ghost created by
them for their convenience
sake and to put one com-
munity against another
community under suspi-
cion and constant mis-
trust. By allowing a few
persons from Devastha-
nam to the pillar for light-
ing the lamp and keeping
the devotees stay at the
foothill and worship is not
an un-manageable task,”
the judges said.

They said no member of
the public should be al-
lowed to accompany the
team from the Devastha-
nam, whose size is to be
decided in consultation
with the police and the Ar-
chaeological Society of In-
dia. The District Collector
is to co-ordinate and super-
vise the event, the court
said.

Madras HC upholds order to light lamp
at Madurai stone pillar

ST S AT A 7Y & URR TWH W
39 yoae & TS B SRHIR @]

o A Division Bench of the Madras High
Court on Tuesday upheld an earlier single-judge
order directing the Subramaniya Swamy Temple
management to light the Karthigai Deepam at a
stone pillar, identified as the deepathoon, atop
Thirupparankundram Hill in Madurai of Tamil
Nadu, dismissing fears of public disturbance as an
“imaginary ghost”, which would only happen if
sponsored by the State itself.

o The State government plans to challenge
the order in the Supreme Court, Minister S.
Regupathy told journalists after the ruling.

fofg & a1g Wt . Wufa 3 wER! & Farn fe
T PR Y S & A B & A o B
IS &1 XaT 8

. “It is ridiculous and hard to believe the fear
of the mighty State that by allowing representatives
of the Devasthanam [temple management] to light
the lamp at the stone pillar near top of the hill located
within its territory of Devasthanam land, on a
particular day in a year, will cause disturbance to
public peace. Of course, it may happen only if such
disturbance is sponsored by the State itself. We
pray no State should stoop to that level to achieve
their political agenda,” it said.

Death toll in Siau Island floods in
Indonesia

. At least 16 people were killed after
torrential rains triggered a flash flood on
Indonesia’s Siau island, north of Sulawesi

FY Y HH 16 AN S Hid THATUR TR & 918
RIS 3ATS 916 I g3, off seRm & R i,
garadt & IR A R

. A river inundated four towns, injuring 22
people and displacing nearly 700 residents

TS A4l 7 IR HF| DI ofadHd Hx fear, fod 22 &t
Had gU 3R AT 700 FRrarRyal &t fawafg g
)|
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1. | EC tells SC it has duty to weed out foreigners

341 A Tl A a1 f faeRml & gern st

o B

2. | Poll panel publishes draft rolls for U.P.; 18.7% names removed

gt & fore fafe ST = wdter waeTaT g 9} #Y; 18.7% A9 g
i1y

3. | The right to disconnect in an ‘always-on’ economy

gA-afpa foawyr # fewpaae g1 &1 3IferR

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Election Com-

mission of India

(EC) began its de-
fence of the ongoing spe-
cial intensive revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls before the
Supreme Court on Tues-
day by dismissing claims
that it is conducting a “pa-
rallel” National Register of
Citizens (NRC) as sheer
“rhetoric”.

The poll body main-
tained that it has the “con-
stitutional power, even a
constitutional duty” to en-
sure that not a single fo-
reigner, as far as possible,
occupies space in the na-
tion’s electoral rolls.

The SIR kicked off in Bi-
har last year and expanded
to cover 12 more States and
‘Union Territories in the on-
going second phase.

“We have a constitution-
al duty, and not just a con-
stitutional power, to en-

EC stresses that NRC register includes all citizens;
the electoral rolls only consider those above 18

sure no ! are
there on the electoral rolls.
It is not important how ma-
ny foreigners are found... It
was repeatedly asked of us
to show how many foreign-
ers were found in Bihar,
but that is not important.
Even if there was one fo-
reigner, he had to be ex-
cluded. We are not con-
cerned with the rhetoric of
the political parties. They
may be right or wrong. As
the Election Commission,
it is our constitutional duty
to ensure there are no fo-
reign voters as far as possi-
ble,” senior advocate Ra-
kesh Dwivedi, appearing
for the EC, clarified before
a Bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant.

Faulty comparison

Mr. Dwivedi said the com-
parison of the SIR with the
NRC was devoid of truth.
The EC differentiated bet-
ween the NRC conducted
in Assam and the “special

Q We are not
concerned

with the rhetoric of the

political parties.... it is

our constitutional duty to

ensure there are no
foreign voters as far
as possible

RAKESH DWIVEDD

Senior advocate for the
Election Commission

revision” of electoral rolls
underway in the State.

“The NRC register in-
cludes all the people, all ci-
tizens, whereas, in electo-
ral rolls it is citizens who
are above 18 years of age.
Less than that they are not
in the electoral roll. A per-
son of unsound mind is ex-
cluded from the electoral
roll, but is part of the NRC.
Preparation of the electo-
ral roll is not a parallel NRC
on the face of it,” Mr. Dwi-
vedi contended.

The senior counsel ar-
gued that it was for the
Centre to issue a ‘national
identity card’ and maintain
a ‘National Register of In-
dian Citizens’ and, for that
purpose, establish a Na-
tional Registration Authori-
ty under Section 14A of the
Citizenship Act, 1955. On
the other hand, the EC
drew its power to verify ci-
tizenship for the “prepara-
tion of the electoral rolls”
under Article 324 of the
Constitution. Mr. Dwivedi

2.89 crore voters
deleted in U.P.

NEW DELHI/LUCKNOW

The Election Commission on
Tuesday published the draft
rolls for Uttar Pradesh under
the special intensive revision
with 2.89 crore names deleted,
the highest for any State or
Union Territory where SIR has
been held so far. » PAGE 5

said the Constitution was
“citizen-centric”, which
meant ‘citizenship” was a
central theme.

“All the important func-
tionaries of the three or-
gans of governance have to
be citizens of India, be it
the President, Vice-Presi-
dent, MPs, MLAs, or judges
of the constitutional
courts. One of the condi-
tions is that they be citi-
zens... No person is eligible
to participate in the electo-
ral process unless he is a ci-

EC tells SC it has duty to weed out foreigners

1 A Tt A wer f fAeRm &Y g 9T

e The poll body maintained that it has the “constitutional power, even a constitutional duty”

oo g

tizen,” Mr. Dwivedi said.

Citizenship status
He noted how citizenship
had played a prime part in
the struggle for nation-
hood. The Government of
India Act, 1935, had al-
lowed a separate electorate
for Europeans, leading to
an objection raised in the
Constituent Assembly.
“From the aforesaid, it
is evident that from its in-
ception, the Constituent
Assembly intended that
authorities responsible for
preparation of electoral
rolls would enquire into ci-
tizenship and exclude
those who were not citi-
zens from the electoral
rolls of constituencies. La-
ter, the EC was vested with
plenary powers with res-
pect to superintendence,
direction, and control over
all elections, as well as the
power to verify the status
of citizenship under Article
324 read with Article 326

EC tells SC it has duty to weed out foreigners

Poll body defends SIR in the Supreme Court,
insists it has power to verify citizenship status

Counsel for the EC says the Constitution is
citizen-centric; the central theme is citizenship

(adult suffrage),” Mr. Dwi-
vedi submitted for the poll
body.

Even the power of Par-
liament under Article 327
to frame election laws was
“subject to provisions of
the Constitution”, Mr. Dwi-
vedi said, adding that this
means that “the legislative
powers of Parliament en-
visaged under Article 327
are subject to Articles 324
and 326

Citizenship Act
Addressing the petitioners’
submission that citizen-
ship was exclusively the
domain of the Union go-
vernment, the EC counsel
pointed to Section 9(2) of
the Citizenship Act. “The
Central government has
exclusive jurisdiction only
with termination of citizen-
ship on account of volun-
tary acquisition of foreign
citizenship under this pro-
vision,” Mr. Dwivedi
submitted.

to ensure that not a single foreigner, as far as possible, occupies space in the nation’s
electoral rolls.

TG SHTANT 3 gl fob I U e e, afep waenf=e sdar § o guriva 3w

DI Hagrar Jidi d te of fad=h 933
e “The NRC register includes all the people, all citizens, whereas, in electoral rolls it is
citizens who are above 18 years of age. Less than that they are not in the electoral roll. A
person of unsound mind is excluded from the electoral roll, but is part of the NRC.
Preparation of the electoral roll is not a parallel NRC on the face of it,”.
e “All the important functionaries of the three organs of governance have to be citizens of
India, be it the President, Vice-President, MPs, MLAs, or judges of the constitutional

courts. One of the conditions is that they be citizens... No person is eligible to participate in
the electoral process unless he is a citizen,” Mr. Dwivedi said.

“W%ﬁﬁ%ﬂmmmﬁwmﬁmm%ﬂ%a@ﬂgﬁ,
SwRIyufy, Hivg, fauras a1 @awnfe arradl & g gl I S Th I8 3

AR &Y. dis it afda Ak gu famm gamd ufsear & ymT o &1 u 8t ], ot fgadh A wel
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He noted how citizenship had played a prime part in the struggle for nationhood. The
Government of India Act, 1935, had allowed a separate electorate for Europeans, leading to
an objection raised in the Constituent Assembly.
351 T o AnTiaar = rg-fmtor & Yoy 7 sred yie AR | YR WReR sifufras,
]11%353r®ﬁﬁf$1%ﬂqm Hed &t srgdfa 4 off, o W wfaem aur & Smufxy 3o
I
“From the aforesaid, it is evident that from its inception, the Constituent Assembly intended
that authorities responsible for preparation of electoral rolls would enquire into citizenship
and exclude those who were not citizens from the electoral rolls of constituencies. Later, the
EC was vested with plenary powers with respect to superintendence, direction, and
control over all elections, as well as the power to verify the status of citizenship under Article
324 read with Article 326 (adult suffrage),” Mr. Dwivedi submitted for the poll body.
IR J I8 WY ¢ fob TRY T S WA gHT o1 327 o {5 aerar Gt dOR &34 ardl
UTIRIEHRUT ARGl B ofid B R S AN g1 8 3¢ (-ara- &= &) Jagral Yol ¥ a1eR
G | §1¢ & gAT9 AT &1 9aft gAral R ARt iR ok fAriror &6t ot =ifeaai o,
Y E 3G 324 B TG 326 (TP AAMUPR) S 1Y Ugd 8¢ TNIRDr o1 R Siem
o1 IBR fear man,” ot fgadt = v |
Even the power of Parliament under Article 327 to frame election laws was “subject to
provisions of the Constitution”, Mr. Dwivedi said, adding that this means that “the
legislative powers of Parliament envisaged under Article 327 are subject to Articles 324 and
326.”
ot fgdcl 7 5T fob gedg 327 & T8 A1 BIH 911 DI TG DI fad ff “Afqu= &
mﬂ?’%&rsﬂ?' &, 31l “3rI=g 327 & ded Uue o AU wifadat srgede 324 3R 326 &
RiCE

Addressing the petitioners’ submission that citizenship was exclusively the domain of the
Union government, the EC counsel pointed to Section 9(2) of the Citizenship Act.

gifmTmaistl #1 39 gelld WR o AN Gl Had bg IRBR &1 favg §, S & gdbid 4
ARTRS AT SAfUFad Ft YRT 9(2) FT garan (e

“The Central government has exclusive jurisdiction only with termination of citizenship on
account of voluntary acquisition of foreign citizenship under this provision,” Mr. Dwivedi
submitted.

T YIGYT P ded g VPR &I had W Y faceit AR dr U0 31 & HRUT ANTRSGl
AT B o1 R ifipR 8,7 4t fgadt 3 warl

The senior counsel argued that it was for the Centre to issue a ‘national identity card’ and
maintain a ‘National Register of Indian Citizens’ and, for that purpose, establish a National
Registration Authority under Section 14A of the Citizenship Act, 1955. On the other
hand, the EC drew its power to verify citizenship for the “preparation of the electoral rolls”
under Article 324 of the Constitution.
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Poll panel publishes draft rolls
for U.P.:; 18.7% names removed

Most populous State sees 2.89 crore names being deleted, the highest absolute number of removals under SIR in any State

so far; urban centres saw highest percentage of names being left out; month-long claims and objections period begins

Sreeparna Chakrab.
Mayank Kumar
NEW DELHI/LUCKNOW

he Election Com-

mission (EC) on

Tuesday published
the draft electoral rolls for
Uttar Pradesh after con-
ducting the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) with
2.89 crore names deleted
from the earlier voter list of
the State.

The number of names
deleted in Uttar Pradesh is
the highest for any State or
Union Territory in absolute
numbers where SIR has
been conducted so far.

Only the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, a Union
Territory, has more dele-
tions in percentage terms
than Uttar Pradesh.

Uttar Pradesh is the last
State to publish the draft
list in the second phase of
SIR. Among other States
and Union Territories
where the SIR has been
carried out in the second

Record deletions

Following a months-long Special Intensive Revision (SIR), nearly
2.89 crore electors were removed from U.P’s electoral rolls

W This exercise saw the -—\
highest deletions in any \
State so far. With 18.7%

of its electorate removed,
Uttar Pradesh also recorded
the highest deletion
percentage among states.
Alowdown:

15.44 crore: Electors in
earlier list

2.17 crore: Voters removed due to
permanent migration/absent

2.89 crore: Removed
during SIR

25.47 lakh: Voters removed due
to duplications

46.23 lakh: Deceased
voters removed

12.55 crore: Final electors
(ason Jan 6 2026)

phase, the deletions for Ta-
mil Nadu was 15.19%, Guja-
rat 14.5%, West Bengal
7.59%, Madhya Pradesh
7.45%, Rajasthan 7.65%,
Chhattisgarh 12.88%, Kera-
la 8.65%, Puducherry
10.12%, Goa 8.44%, and
Lakshadweep 2.47%.

Out of the 15.44 crore
voters in the earlier 2025
list, 12.55 crore names

were retained on the draft
list, U.P. Chief Electoral Of-
ficer (CEO) Navdeep Rinwa
told presspersons in
Lucknow.

The remaining 18.7%, or
about 2.89 crore voters,
could not be included on
the draft list due to deaths,
permanent migration or
multiple registrations.

While 46.23 lakh voters

(2.99%) were found to be
deceased, 2.17 crore voters
(14.06%) had either perma-
nently migrated or were
not available during the
verification process.
Another 25.47 lakh voters
(1.65%) were found to be
registered at more than
one place.

Most deletions
Urban centres saw the
highest percentage of dele-
tions, led by State capital
Lucknow at 30% and close-
ly followed by Ghaziabad,
an industrial district ad-
joining Delhi, at 28%. Gau-
tam Buddha Nagar, anoth-
er district adjoining Delhi
saw 23.7% deletion, Praya-
graj 24% and Kanpur 25% .
The SIR process in the
State has till now taken a
total of 62 days and has
seen three extensions. The
exercise was originally
scheduled to end on De-
cember 11. The first exten-
sion was given for 15 days
till December 26, then till

Poll panel publishes draft rolls for U.P.; 18.7% names removed

December 31 and finally Ja-
nuary 6.

With the publication of
the draft list, the month-
long claims and objections
period begins. All those
who have submitted enum-
eration forms, but have not
been mapped to the 2003
list would be called for
hearing with any of the 12
documents mandated by
the EC as proof of citizen-
ship and residence.

Mr. Rinwa said the EC
had capped voters per
polling station for future
elections at 1,200 instead
of the earlier norm of
1,500. To meet this re-
quirement, around 15,030
new polling stations were
created across the State.

Meanwhile, Opposition
parties in the State alleged
names were wrongly cut as
voters shifted residence
from one place to another
in the State, adding the
burden of proof onto indi-
viduals, amid strict
deadlines.

gt & fore fAate ST = wdter waeTan gl 9l #Y; 18.7% ATH geY ¢

¢ Most populous State sees 2.89 crore names being deleted, the highest absolute number of
removals under SIR in any State so far; urban centres saw highest percentage of names
being left out; month-long claims and objections period begins
Y 3P SIRIAT aTel I H 2.89 HRIS ATH g4 7Y, S 3 db foradt off Isa |

¢ Among other States and Union Territories where the SIR has been carried out in the
second phase, the deletions for Tamil Nadu was 15.19%, Gujarat 14.5%, West Bengal
7.59%, Madhya Pradesh 7.45%, Rajasthan 7.65%, Chhattisgarh 12.88%, Kerala 8.65%,
Puducherry 10.12%, Goa 8.44%, and Lakshadweep 2.47%

e The remaining 18.7%, or about 2.89 crore voters, could not be included on the draft list due
to deaths, permanent migration or multiple registrations

Y 18.7%, AT T 2.89 RIS WG, g, IR YR 1 TH & SHfUF Ushidwor &
HROT FETeT I A it T8 fpu o I
o While 46.23 lakh voters (2.99%) were found to be deceased, 2.17 crore voters (14.06%)
had either permanently migrated or were not available during the verification process
ST 46.23 ARG TedGTaT (2.99%) Hd UMY T, G861 2.17 mmm(u 06%) I1 Al T &4
q RIMFTARE 8 g% 3 1 A9 UfehaT & QR Iuas el &
e Another 25.47 lakh voters (1.65%) were found to be registered at more than one place

37 25.47 ATE HAGIAT (1.65%) TP | AU RITI TR Usiigpd UTg 7T

Most deletions

Y 31t AT geTe MY

o Urban centres saw the highest percentage of deletions, led by State capital Lucknow at
30% and closely followed by Ghaziabad, an industrial district adjoining Delhi, at 28%

et Hgl H 9 g BT Ul Jad 31fies g1, o I Y IS a@TS H 30% 3R
feweh T Te sienfiies fora mfsramaTe & 28% A gerT U
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e Gautam Buddha Nagar, another district adjoining Delhi, saw 23.7% deletion, Prayagraj

24% and Kanpur

25%

faeeht @ Ot o ford MW g5 TR H 23.7%, TARRTS § 24% 3R STHEQR T 25% 1Y

BCIU Y

e The SIR process in the State has till now taken a total of 62 days and has seen three

extensions

e All those who have submitted enumeration forms, but have not been mapped to the 2003

list would be called for hearing with any of the 12 documents mandated by the EC as proof

of citizenship and residence

The right to disconnect in an ‘always-on’ economy

n the digital age, our greatest tools of

productivity — the smartphone, the laptop,

the instantaneous email - have become

our silent, 24X7 taskmasters. They have
eroded the vital boundary between professional
life and personal well-being, turning evenings,
weekends, and even holidays, into extensions of
the workday. This culture of constant availability
is not a badge of dedication; it is a creeping
sickness, and its diagnosis is writ large across the
face of the Indian workforce. The time has come
for India to officially legislate a fundamental right
for its citizens: the right to disconnect.

As the proposer of a Private Member’s Bill
advocating this very measure, 1 believe that this is
not merely a piece of progressive labour reform.
It is a national imperative for public health,
long-term economic productivity, and social
stability. We cannot achieve our aspirations as a
global power if our most valuable resource — our
people — are quietly burning out.

An unsustainable pace of work in India

The data paint a grim picture. According to the
International Labour Organization (ILO), a
staggering 51% of India’s workforce works more
than 49 hours per week, placing the country
second globally for extended working hours. This
is an unsustainable pace. The human cost of this
relentless cycle is even more alarming: 78% of
employees in India report experiencing job
burnout, leading inevitably to physical and
emotional exhaustion.

This crisis of perpetual availability is not a
matter of feeling fatigued; it translates directly
into severe health conditions. The lack of a
proper work-life balance contributes significantly
to lifestyle diseases such as hypertension,
diabetes, anxiety and depression. These are not
just individual tragedies; they are a societal
burden that drains our health-care system and
severely impairs organisational productivity. A
fatigued worker is less creative, more prone to
error, and, ultimately, less productive. The
current emphasis on measuring work by sheer
duration over quality is archaic and
self-defeating. The tragic death of Anna Sebastian
Perayil (the healthy young E&Y employee who
literally died of overwork in 2024) was a warning
for the entire workforce. Furthermore,
work-related stress, often fuelled by the
expectation of 24X7 digital availability, is a
significant contributor to the burgeoning national
mental health crisis, accounting for 10%-12% of
cases, as per the National Mental Health Survey.
To ignore this silent epidemic is to wilfully
neglect the well-being of the nation.

India’s current legal framework, despite recent
attempts, remains insufficient to protect the
average worker in the hyper-connected, modern
economy. The Occupational Safety, Health, and

—
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India’s legal
framework is
still weak and
insufficient in
protecting the
average worker
in the hyper-
connected

and modern
economy

Working Conditions Code, 2020, sets a maximum
limit on working hours for traditional “workers”,
but critically, it often fails to extend the same
protection to all “employees”, particularly
contractual, freelance, and gig workers. This gap
leaves a large portion of India’s young,
digitally-native, and highly vulnerable workforce
exposed to exploitative working hours, without
adequate safeguards. In a system where
employees fear disciplinary action or termination
simply for failing to answer a late night email, the
power dynamic is inherently skewed towards the
employer.

A global issue

My proposed Bill aims to correct this
foundational flaw. It is crucial that the Code is
amended to clearly define and limit working
hours for all employees. It seeks to enshrine the
“right to disconnect” in law, ensuring two core
protections: first, employees cannot be
penalised, disciplined, or discriminated against
for refusing to respond to work-related
communication beyond their specified working
hours. Second, a mechanism must be established
to address and resolve grievances when the rights
of workers are infringed upon. Both are
fundamentally about restoring dignity and
ensuring that the right to recharge is respected,
allowing individuals to maintain their physical
and mental well-being without fear of
professional repercussions.

India is not alone in grappling with the
challenges of the ‘always-on” economy. This isa
global issue demanding a legislative response.
Countries across the world have already
recognised this necessity, setting a clear
precedent that we must now follow. France, a
pioneer in this area, introduced the “right to
disconnect” as far back as 2017. Since then,
Portugal, Italy, Ireland, and Australia have
followed suit, embedding similar protections into
their labour codes.

These laws mandate that companies negotiate
specific protocols to limit after-hours digital
communication. This is a clear signal that the
most developed economies understand that
respecting downtime is not an impediment to
economic growth, but a precondition for
sustainable growth. We must shed the myth that
the world will stop turning if an email is answered
the next morning.

The law, however, is merely a framework. The
“right to disconnect” is defined as the employee
being no longer compelled to remain available
beyond their regular working hours, thereby
blurring the lines between their personal and
professional lives and exacerbating stress and
burnout. The legislation provides the shield, but
we must also wield the sword of cultural change.

The legislative momentum behind the right to

The right to disconnect in an ‘always-on’ economy

FA-Afpa fouawr § fewpaae g1 &1 e r

e In the digital age, our greatest tools of productivity — the smartphone, the laptop, the
instantaneous email — have become our silent, 24X7 taskmasters.

disconnect confirms its urgency, with pioneering
States such as Kerala already introducing their
own legislation for the local private sector. While
these State-level initiatives are commendable
steps, the complexity and national scale of the
‘always-on’ crisis demand a uniform, central
amendment to secure this protection for every
Indian worker. My proposed Bill, by amending
the Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code (2020), ensures that this right is
foundational across all States and, critically,
extends protection to the vulnerable contractual
and gig workforce often left out by current
definitions. This national approach embeds the
right to disconnect as an essential pillar of
occupational safety, including mandated mental
health support, transforming it from a simple
prohibition on employer action into a holistic
mandate for employee well-being.

Other interconnected steps to take

Still, laws alone are insufficient to facilitate
meaningful transformation. For any legislation to
be effective, it must be supported by
comprehensive awareness programmes,
advocacy and sensitisation workshops for both
employees and management. It is especially
important to address the organisational norms
that perpetuate toxic work cultures — those
where “presenteeism” is valued over actual
output, and where the late night email is seen as a
proxy for commitment. The provisions for
proactive mental health support services,
including counselling and psychological support
for workers, must, therefore, become integral to
the new workplace ethos.

The right to disconnect is an investment. It is
an acknowledgment that well-rested minds are
sharper, more innovative and more committed in
the long run. By allowing employees to genuinely
recharge and recover, we are not simply reducing
working hours. We are dramatically enhancing
the quality of those hours spent on the job.

Incorporating legal protections for a work-life
balance — the right to disconnect and limiting
working hours — will forge a holistic and vigorous
approach toward improving the workplace
environment in India. By focusing on the
well-being of our employees, both their physical
and mental health will improve, creating a more
sustainable and, ultimately, more productive
workforce for the future of India.

The choice before us is clear: to continue down
the path of burnout, risking the health and
potential of our young demographic dividend, or
to embrace this reform, liberating our workforce
and proving that India’s economy is built not just
on speed, but on the strength and sustainability
of its people. I urge the government to implement
this necessary step towards a healthier, happier,
and more productive nation.
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They have eroded the vital boundary between professional life and personal well-being,
turning evenings, weekends, and even holidays into extensions of the workday.

SR URIAR e 3R AfHRITd HETU1 & o9 ST Heaqul W &1 fiyer fean 7, o =,
JudTeld SR gl da fob gfear ft srifeay &1 fawr a9 712 §|

This culture of constant availability is not a badge of dedication, it is a creeping sickness, and
its diagnosis is writ large across the face of the Indian workforce.

AR YA Y64 B T8 WP T AU &1 Ul 181 §, Fedh U dgal g8 AR @, 3R &7
M WRdHa sriad & 95 W 916 fGErs gl

The time has come for India to officially legislate a fundamental right for its citizens, the right
to disconnect.

It is a national imperative for public health, long-term economic productivity, and social
stability.

According to the International Labour Organization (ILO), a staggering 1% of India’s
workforce works more than 49 hours per week, placing the country second globally for
extended working hours.

The human cost of this relentless cycle is even more alarming, 78% of employees in India
report experiencing job burnout, leading inevitably to physical and emotional exhaustion.

=% R T BT AT B 31 1 HaTE 8, MR § 78% SHAR st @ 81 ara
FHSATIT FT 3HT H 7, Sl A TG I IRING 3R UGS YT Bt 3R & o1l 5|
This crisis of perpetual availability is not a matter of feeling fatigued, it translates directly into
severe health conditions.

AR YA IgH BT TE YT Had YHTH DI UG g1 o, Sfews 1Y TR Tarea wawnsit &
Sed ST g

The lack of a proper work-life balance contributes significantly to lifestyle diseases such as
hypertension, diabetes, anxiety and depression.

S B ofa g o HH 3= Ty, ayds, RidT ok arawre S haTdieh gadh
Sl § g1 dTe et B

These are not just individual tragedies, they are a societal burden that drains our health-
care system and severely impairs organisational productivity.

Y Pael Al ATl T8l 8, Sfcep Teb HIHIRIS alel & off SHR [aTRRA YUITet & HHSIR
FAT ¢ 3R WTSTHD SdTGHhdl &I 1R T J JHIfad FXal 8

A fatigued worker is less creative, more prone to error, and, ultimately, less productive.
Furthermore, work-related stress, often fuelled by the expectation of 24X7 digital availability,
is a significant contributor to the burgeoning national mental health crisis, accounting for
10%—-12% of cases, as per the National Mental Health Survey.

The Occupational Safety, Health, and Working Conditions Code, 2020, sets a maximum
limit on working hours for traditional “workers”, but critically, it often fails to extend the same
protection to all “employees”. ]

TS &, WA 3R B1d yfefRuferat wfgar, 2020, tRuRe “yftrel” & forw ot Hel
DI 3 dH AT a7 BT €, Afp R Tt “pHaTiRaYy B agl JRem 3 # fave et 2
This gap leaves a large portion of India’s young, digitally-native, and highly vulnerable
workforce exposed to exploitative working hours, without adequate safeguards.

T8 3R YR & gaT, feferea-udiun, 3R srafiie Taegitd wrdead & oS e &1 MUuraR
®Td °el & qraA forT vaie QRan & s Tar gl

In a system where employees fear disciplinary action or termination simply for failing to
answer a late night email, the power dynamic is inherently skewed towards the employer.

First, employees cannot be penalised, disciplined, or discriminated against for refusing to
respond to work-related communication beyond their specified working hours.

ggar, Fuiia &rd gl & a1g FTH I IS TR &1 9a1d A o R HHAA! &I afed, srgmfa
RIRECASIKR AT CEEACRIS RCa]

Second, a mechanism must be established to address and resolve grievances when the
rights of workers are infringed upon.
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¢ Both are fundamentally about restoring dignity and ensuring that the right to recharge is
respected, allowing individuals to maintain their physical and mental well-being without fear
of professional repercussions.

e France, a pioneer in this area, introduced the “right to disconnect” as far back as 2017.
9 &7 § ool Wi A 2017 § 8 “fEwpniae g9 &1 Sifrer an fasar o)

e Since then, Portugal, Italy, Ireland, and Australia have followed suit, embedding similar
protections into their labour codes.

e This is a clear signal that the most developed economies understand that respecting
downtime is not an impediment to economic growth, but a precondition for sustainable
growth.

e The “right to disconnect” is defined as the employee being no longer compelled to remain
available beyond their regular working hours, thereby blurring the lines between their personal
and professional lives and exacerbating stress and burnout.

e The legislative momentum behind the right to disconnect confirms its urgency, with
pioneering States such as Kerala already introducing their own legislation for the local
private sector.

e My proposed Bill, by amending the Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions
Code (2020), ensures that this right is foundational across all States and, critically, extends
protection to the vulnerable contractual and gig workforce often left out by current
definitions.

e For any legislation to be effective, it must be supported by comprehensive awareness
programmes, advocacy and sensitisation workshops for both employees and
management.
foaft ot 1A @Y Tt SR & forT s e § fo I8 SHaial SR ysded At & forg e
SRRE® AT SRIHH, qHTAd 3R HdG-IRITerdl SRIRITATsi o1 T fird|

e |tis especially important to address the organisational norms that perpetuate toxic work
cultures, those where “presenteeism” is valued over actual output, and where the late
night email is seen as a proxy for commitment.
mwﬁmmmﬁmmm%ﬁﬁmwwﬁﬁm
4 §, o181 arafd® IATeHd ¥ 3w “Uofder” &l Hed f3ar Srar 8 3R SR Id & SHd &)
Afaasdr &1 UHHT A1 ol § |

e The provisions for proactive mental health support services, including counselling and
psychological support for workers, must, therefore, become integral to the new workplace
ethos.

ST HHARE! & fore ARy Ty Jgraar arsi, 78 wrast ik aamfae agan
M &, B T BRI BT WP BT SHard fgwa s aneul

e The right to disconnect is an investment.
fSpae g1 &1 SifteR ts A= g1

e |tis an acknowledgment that well-rested minds are sharper, more innovative and more
committed in the long run.

o We are dramatically enhancing the quality of those hours spent on the job.
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1. | Privatisation and policy gaps threaten India’s public health system
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Privatisation and policy gaps threaten
India’s public health system

India’s public health system struggles with chronic underfunding, privatisation, policy failure, and social inequities; doctors occupy a unique position

of trust and moral authority, giving them the power to act as agents of social change and challenge policies that worsen disease and suffering

Parth Sharma

he state of healthcare in India

has repeatedly been in the

news. From fake medicines

and unnecessary surgeries to
unethical clinical trials, countless people
have suffered across the country. At the
same time, risk factors for disease are
steadily rising due to policy gaps and
systemic policy failures. The consumption
of ultra-processed foods is driving an
epidemic of non-communicable diseases,
while unchecked air, water, and soil
pollution, along with climate change, are
pushing millions more into sickness.
Access to good health and quality
healthcare remains a privilege that only a
few can afford. Class, caste, religion,
gender, and other social markers
profoundly determine how long one lives
in good health and how much suffering
one is made to endure.

Existing problems

The situation from the perspective of
those providing care is equally
waorrisome. ASHA workers continue to
struggle for their rights, and working
conditions for healthcare workers in most
public hospitals remain abysmal.

Privatisation further compounds the
problem. With private equity increasingly
driving India’s private healthcare
industry, doctors are now expected to
meet monthly targets, much like in any
profit-driven sector. Through schemes
such as AB PMJAY and rampant
public-private partnerships, public money
is increasingly shunted to the private
sector, further weakening the public
health system.

Privatisation has also impacted medical
education. With most private medical
colleges charging upwards of 340 lakhs
for undergraduate medical training,
doctors are forced to shift their focus
from understanding and acting on the
social causes of disease to earning enough
to recover the massive investment of
money and time required to become
doctors. Additionally, the medical
education system has reduced medical
training to MCQ-solving, producing
doctors who are more focused on
memorising facts and cracking exams
than acquiring real clinical skills that can
save lives. Today, “just an MBBS” is seen
as having little value, and doctors are
expected to pursue fellowships even after
post-graduation to secure respectable
practice or employment.

As health and healthcare increasingly
become expensive commodities, and the
public health system continues to erode,
the future of India’s health looks deeply
worrisome. While increased public health
funding, greater investment in primary
care, and regulation of privatisation are
frequently discussed as solutions, these
remain largely abstract ideas. Their
implementation depends on those in
power, who repeatedly display apathy at
every opportunity. What, then, can save
India’s crumbling public health system?

Doctors as agents of change

Doctors occupy a unique position of
power and trust in society, giving them an
exceptional capacity to drive social
change. They are among the few
professionals who witness, firsthand and
daily, how policy decisions translate into
human suffering: how poverty becomes
malnutrition, how unsafe roads become
trauma, how weak regulation becomes

cancer, kidney failure, or tuberculosis.
This proximity to suffering grants doctors
moral authority that few other groups
possess. Their voices carry credibility
across social classes, in courts, in the
media, and in policymaking spaces,
precisely because they speak from lived
clinical experience rather than abstract
ideology.

The idea that the physician’s
responsibility extends beyond the clinic is
not new. To undergraduate students in
India, Rudolf Virchow, a German
pathologist, is known primarily for his
contribution to cell theory and the
foundations of modern pathelogy.
However, Virchow’s role as a
revolutionary physician is rarely
discussed.

In 1848, he helped start Medical
Reform, a weekly newspaper that
promoted the idea that “medicine is a
social science” and that “the physician is
the natural attorney of the poor.” He
argued that disease was not merely a
biological event but a political and social
outcome shaped by poverty, poor
housing, hunger, lack of education, and
exclusion from power.

Virchow did not limit these ideas to
academic writing. Convinced that lasting
improvements in health required
structural change, he entered active
politics. In 1861, he co-founded the
German Progressive Party and was
elected to the Prussian Diet, where he
emerged as a leading constitutional
opponent of Otto von Bismarck’s
authoritarian and militaristic policies.
Virchow consistently argued that state
resources should be directed away from
military expansion and toward sanitation,
housing, education, and public health
infrastructure. For him, these were not
welfare measures but essential medical
interventions.

His political engagement continued in
the German Reichstag from 1880 to 1893,
where he advocated for urban sanitation
systems, clean water supply, public
education, and scientific freedom.
Virchow used legislative spaces to
translate epidemiological observations
into policy, insisting that physicians had a
duty to confront the social conditions that
produced illness.

By stepping beyond hospitals and
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laboratories into newspapers,
parliaments, and public debate, Virchow
exemplified the physician not as a passive
technician, but as an active agent of social

e.

Virchow’s legacy is not an isolated
historical exception.

In 1985, the Nobel Peace Prize was
awarded to International Physicians for
the Prevention of Nuclear War,
recognising how physicians mobilised
their scientific authority and moral
credibility to challenge nuclear
proliferation and frame it as an existential
public health threat. Their work
demonstrated how medical knowledge
could be deployed to confront global
political violence and reframe security
debates around human survival and
health.

Similarly, doctors have played visible
roles in struggles against oppressive
political systems. During the apartheid
era in South Africa, physicians organised
to expose racial discrimination in
healthcare, document abuses, and
challenge the medical establishment’s
complicity with state violence. Groups of
doctors openly opposed apartheid
policies, asserting that neutrality in the
face of injustice was incompatible with
medical ethics.

India, too, has its own history of
physicians as social reformers. Dr.
Muthulakshmi Reddy stands out as a
powerful example, a doctor who used her
medical training to challenge deeply
entrenched social injustices. As one of
India’s first women doctors and
legislators, she fought against child
marriage, devadasi practices, and the
exclusion of women from education and
public life. Her work illustrates how
medical authority can be leveraged to
advance gender justice, social reform, and
public welfare far beyond the clinic.

Together, these examples underline a
critical point: the physician’s role has
never been confined to diagnosis and
treatment alone.

Across history and geographies,
doctors have stepped into public life to
confront injustice, authoritarianism, and
structural violence, affirming Virchow’s
enduring claim that medicine is
inseparable from social change, and that
physicians, by virtue of their work, are

uniquely positioned to act as its agents.

Political accountability

1t is high time doctors in India began
questioning why their outpatient
departments are increasingly crowded
with patients presenting at advanced
stages of disease; why the medicines they
prescribe are unaffordable for most; and
why, when affordable, those treatments
are often ineffective.

Oncologists must ask why tobacco and
aleohol continue to be aggressively
promoted through surrogate advertising,
why smokeless tobacco has become more
affordable rather than less, why patients
in India lack access to newer and
potentially life-saving cancer therapies,
and why so much suffering remains
normalised. Trauma surgeons must
confront why road traffic injuries are
rising in India. Nephrologists must ask
why the number of people requiring
dialysis is rising so rapidly, and why
access to dialysis remains so limited.
Obstetricians must question why anaemia
continues to be a major and persistent
problem among pregnant women.
Pulmonologists must ask why we have
failed to eliminate tuberculosis despite
decades of sustained effort and resources.

Following these questions inevitably
leads to the same conclusions: policy
failure, either because effective policies
do not exist or because existing policies
remain confined to paper and are never
meaningfully implemented. These
answers also point to persistent
complacency, and often complicity,
among those in power. They lead us to
multiple “industries” that prioritise profit
over people’s health, often enabled,
protected, or even actively supported by
the state.

India’s health system can be compared
to a bucket whose job is to contain
suffering and keep the floor dry. Today,
that bucket is overflowing, yet most of our
attention is focused on finding better and
more sophisticated mops to manage the
spill. These mops, our diagnostic and
treatment modalities, are themselves
often flawed, while the flooding continues
to worsen because of the holes in the
bucket: public-private partnerships,
unchecked privatisation, and chronic
underfunding of public healthcare.
Meanwhile, few are willing to look
upstream at the tap and ask the more
uncomfortable questions: Who benefits
from the tap being left open? How can it
be closed? Who is responsible for closing
it, and why are they not doing so? Doctors
must help shift the focus to the tap, even
as they continue to question the tools
used to keep the floor dry.

Doctors not only have the power to
drive social change; they also carry a
moral responsibility to stand up for the
rights of those who suffer, the very people
who entrusted them with their bodies
and made it possible for them to become
doctors in the first place. Silence,
therefore, is not neutrality but a
conscious choice to forgo influence. Ina
deeply unequal society like India, where
many affected communities lack voice or
power, doctors can amplify lived realities
into public action. Their social standing,
combined with ethical obligation, places
them uniquely, not just as healers of
disease, but as challengers of the
structures that produce it.

Parth Sharina is a community physician
and a public health researcher. Views
expressed are personal

Privatisation and policy gaps threaten India’s public health system
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India’s public health system struggles with chronic underfunding, privatisation, policy
failure, and social inequities; doctors occupy a unique position of trust and moral
authority, giving them the power to act as agents of social change and challenge policies
that worsen disease and suffering.

From fake medicines and unnecessary surgeries to unethical clinical trials, countless
people have suffered across the country
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At the same time, risk factors for disease are steadily rising due to policy gaps and
systemic policy failures
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TG} E

The consumption of ultra-processed foods is driving an epidemic of non-communicable
diseases

ASHA workers continue to struggle for their rights and working conditions in most public
hospitals remain abysmal

WTgde 3fdt & UuE § ol Ty & 7 Sige’l IR WIfie @8d R $R- &1 Ga1d 93 14T §
Through schemes like AB PMJAY and growing public-private partnerships, public money
is increasingly diverted to the private sector

With most private medical colleges charging over ¥40 lakhs for undergraduate training
doctors shift focus from social causes of disease to recovering financial investment
While solutions like increased public funding, primary care investment, and regulation of
privatisation are often discussed they remain abstract ideas

Doctors occupy a unique position of power and trust in society giving them an exceptional
capacity to drive social change

How poverty becomes malnutrition how unsafe roads become trauma how weak
regulation becomes cancer, kidney failure or tuberculosis
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This proximity to suffering grants doctors moral authority that few other groups possess
Te1 & 3o e 8 & STaex] &1 a8 AT TSR eid  of 9gd &H I8 S UG gl &
Their voices carry credibility across social classes in courts in the media and in policymaking
spaces
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Because they speak from lived clinical experience rather than abstract ideology
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The idea that a physician’s responsibility extends beyond the clinic is not new
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In India students know Rudolf Virchow mainly for his contribution to cell theory and modern
pathology
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However his role as a revolutionary physician is rarely discussed
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In 1848 he helped start Medical Reform a weekly newspaper
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Which promoted the idea that medicine is a social science and the physician is the
natural attorney of the poor
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He argued that disease is not only a biological event but a political and social outcome
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Shaped by poverty, poor housing, hunger, lack of education and exclusion from power
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In 1861 he co founded the German Progressive Party
1861 & I5(1 STHT WIARIG Urdf ! U8 RITU1 Bt
And was elected to the Prussian Diet
3IR Wik |@9g & faw g4 e
Where he became a leading constitutional opponent of Otto von Bismarck
STgt 3 3ifel ot favand &t ot & ugE daurfies faRidh s
Virchow argued that state resources should move away from military expansion to
sanitation housing education and public health infrastructure
His political engagement continued in the German Reichstag from 1880 to 1893

HFTERY 1880 | 1893 I SHA ISWE H TIRY 8
Where he advocated urban sanitation clean water supply public education and scientific
freedom
In 1985, the Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to International Physicians for the
Prevention of Nuclear War
1985 T TNad ifd PR SexzHa o= Bk g fidzm eifw gfaear aik & faar
mar
Recognising how physicians mobilised their scientific authority and moral credibility to
challenge nuclear proliferation
During the apartheid era in South Africa, physicians exposed racial discrimination in
healthcare
Sf30T SNATHT A T[T BT & SR Side’] + W a1 § Tl WU &l IR e
They documented abuses and challenged the medical establishment’s complicity with state
violence

;@ﬁmmmﬁmmaﬁvwﬁwﬁﬁmwﬁmwaﬁﬁ?ﬁ

Doctors openly opposed apartheid policies asserting that neutrality in injustice is
incompatible with medical ethics
SiageR! A W1E il &1 gaas faRry fasan 3R a1 % g & JA dewiar Rifeer
Afaear & Raare 8
India too has its own history of physicians as social reformers
YRd &1 1t STae] & TIPS JURD 814 B 3T IRURT @1 §
Dr Muthulakshmi Reddy stands out as a powerful example
s gyaet ¥ 3U@T Uh IRad IeTeR0 §
One of India’s first women doctors and legislators
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She fought against child marriage, devadasi practices, and the exclusion of women from
educatlon and public life
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Her work shows how medical authority can advance gender justice, social reform, and
public welfare
Oncologlsts must ask why tobacco and alcohol are still aggressively promoted

faRiugl ! ga-1 A1t s daTe SR IRTE &1 TaR 9@ ot SehTe =0 ¥ &1 gidl §
Why smokeless tobacco has become more affordable rather than less
Y3ii IfT deTe el &l BIell Sf1 8T § HGT &l Ag!
Why patients lack access to life saving cancer therapies
TRIST B! SitaeT Yerd HUR TR HI IUd T8l §
And why so much suffering remains normalised
3R Sa-T 31fie dreT 1w Ff 91 forn T §
Trauma surgeons must confront why road traffic injuries are rising
<THT il ! I8 FaTel IS TR b e gHeTy i 9¢ &
Nephrologists must ask why dialysis needs are rising and access remains limited
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Obstetricians must question why anaemia persists among pregnant women
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Pulmonologists must ask why India has failed to eliminate tuberculosis despite decades of
effort
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Doctors and the Responsibility to Challenge Systemic Failure
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Following these questions inevitably leads to the same conclusions: policy failure, either
because effective policies do not exist or because existing policies remain confined to paper
and are never meaningfully implemented. )

37 ATl & OIS 981 e I S1d § -fa frwerar, ar o safer o gl iferal Hieie 76 §
1 3ufer f S ifqal § 3 Had SrTeN o i X8 o § SR B Irde &0 ¥ arg gt g |
These answers also point to persistent complacency, and often complicity, among
those in power.
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They lead us to multiple industries that prioritise profit over people’s health, often enabled,
protected, or even actively supported by the state.

Who benefits from the tap being left open. How can it be closed. Who is responsible for
closing it, and why are they not doing so.

Ultra-Processed Foods

Meaning and Concept

Source: University of Sao Paulo, Brazil Getty Images  Food can be classified in four categories

" Unprocessed/

Mi mmally Processed Ultra -

ingredients  Processed processed
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Ham Supermarket
bread

Cheese Ready meals

B e

Breakfast
cereal

Ultra-processed foods are industrial
formulations made mostly from substances
extracted from foods or created in
laboratories, rather than from whole foods
themselves.

These foods are designed to be convenient,
long-lasting, and highly palatable, but they
usually contain high levels of sugar, salt,
unhealthy fats, and additives.

Ultra-processed foods are products that undergo multiple stages of = | (Fer ol e
industrial processing and contain ingredients not commonly USEd IN .. ..o o oot caegores rocessed ngreions
home cooking.

These foods typically include preservatives, artificial colours, flavours, emulsifiers, and
sweeteners.

The main purpose of ultra-processing is to increase shelf life, enhance taste, and maximise
profit, rather than to improve nutritional value.

GS Paper II: International Relations
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3. | America’s Venezuelan actions are most unlawful
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Dangerous paradigm
Trump has lowered the threshold of
norms for conduct on global stage
F ollowing the kidnapping and removal to

U.S. soil of Venezuelan President Nicolas

Maduro and his wife, on the back of mili-
tary action not authorised by Congress or sup-
ported by the UN, U.S. President Donald Trump
has now made clear his intent to set the cross-
hairs of American neo-imperialist expansionism
on other nations and territories including Colom-
bia, Greenland, Mexico, Cuba, and Iran. The
Trump administration surprised the world, and
apparently Venezuelan military forces, when it
launched an overnight strike on Caracas over the
weekend, including likely use of artillery and spe-
cial forces, to extract the Maduros to face federal
drug trafficking and weapons charges - charges
that Mr. Maduro pleaded not guilty to. Respond-
ing to media after the event, Mr. Trump appeared
to be setting his sights on Colombian President
Gustavo Petro, when he said that that country
was being “run by a sick man who likes making
cocaine and selling it to the U.S.,” and “He’s not
going to be doing it for very long.” Similarly, Mr.
Trump has remarked that the U.S. has a “need”
for Greenland from the perspective of its “nation-
al security”, that “something will have to be done
about Mexico” to rid the nation of the scourge of
drug cartels, that Cuba is “ready to fall” in the ab-
sence of revenue linked to Venezuelan oil, and
that Iran would be “hit very hard by the U.S.” if it
cracked down on protesters on its soil.

While the Trump administration has consis-
tently lowered the threshold of norms and accep-
table standards for the conduct of nations on the
global stage and diverged from the positions of
previous Democrat- and Republican-led govern-
ments on the threat posed, for example by Russia
to Europe, to directly engage in unauthorised
and illegal interference of a brazen kind and seek
regime change through the use of force in an es-
tablished hemispheric power is a new low. The
deeper danger of this so called “Donroe Doc-
trine” — ultimately premised on seizing Venezue-
la’s cherished oil resources rather than any pre-
text of “restoring democracy” - is that it may
embolden autocrats and nations with an appetite
for fomenting conflict to engage in similar desta-
bilising unilateral military action against per-
ceived enemies, potentially resulting in full-
fledged cross-border confrontations. Today’s Ve-
nezuela was yesterday’s Ukraine and might be
tomorrow’s Taiwan, if Mr. Trump’s paradigm for
settling scores propagates further. While the
leaders of each potential future target of U.S. ag-
gression and the UN leadership have protested
such action by Washington, it might take nothing
less than the major powers of today, including In-
dia, Europe, Australia, Africa and Latin America,
speaking in one voice against this unhinged de-
predation by the Trump administration to halt
this dangerous new paradigm in its tracks.

Dangerous paradigm.
GRS Yfad= |

¢ Following the kidnapping and removal to U.S. soil of Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro and his wife, on the back of military action
not authorised by Congress or supported by the UN, U.S. President
Donald Trump has now made clear his intent to set the crosshairs of
American neo-imperialist expansionism on other nations and
territories including Colombia, Greenland, Mexico, Cuba, and Iran.

e The Trump administration surprised the world, and apparently
Venezuelan military forces, when it launched an overnight strike on
Caracas over the weekend, including likely use of artillery and special
forces, to extract the Maduros to face federal drug trafficking and
weapons charges, charges that Mr. Maduro pleaded not guilty to.
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o Responding to media after the event, Mr. Trump appeared to be
setting his sights on Colombian President Gustavo Petro, when he
said that that country was being “run by a sick man who likes making
cocaine and selling it to the U.S.,” and “He’s not going to be doing it for
very long.”
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o Similarly, Mr. Trump has remarked that the U.S. has a “need” for
Greenland from the perspective of its “national security”, that
“something will have to be done about Mexico” to rid the nation of the
scourge of drug cartels, that Cuba is “ready to fall” in the absence of
revenue linked to Venezuelan oil, and that Iran would be “hit very hard
by the U.S.” if it cracked down on protesters on its soil.

e The deeper danger of this so called “Donroe Doctrine” — ultimately
premised on seizing Venezuela’s cherished oil resources rather than
any pretext of “restoring democracy” — is that it may embolden
autocrats and nations with an appetite for fomenting conflict to
engage in similar destabilising unilateral military action against
perceived enemies, potentially resulting in full-fledged cross-border
confrontations.
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America’s Venezuelan actions are most unlawful

he attack by the United States on
T Venezuela and the capture of the

Venezuelan President, Nicolas Maduro, is
yet another gigantic affront to international law,
notwithstanding the authoritarian practices of
the Maduro administration. This adventure
comes on the heels of a series of illegal American
strikes in the last few months on alleged
Venezuelan drug boats in the Caribbean Sea.

The subject of the use of force

It is axiomatic that Article 2(4) of the United
Nations Charter proscribes the use of force in
international relations. The UN Charter, as Oona
A. Hathaway and Scott J. Shapiro argue, outlawed
war and fundamentally reshaped international
law, making war an illegitimate instrument for
settling disputes. Article 2(4) permits only two
narrow exceptions: force may be used in
self-defence or with the authorisation of the UN
Security Council. None is present in the extant
case.

Legal scholar Nico Krisch has argued that the
prohibition on the use of force is the most
constraining aspect of international law.
Hegemonic states such as the U.S. have
consistently sought to overcome this constraint
by adopting innovative solutions, including the
broadening of the concept of self-defence.
Arguably, self-defence is not limited to repelling
an ongoing armed attack but also encompasses
pre-emptive and anticipatory self-defence to
combat cross-border terrorism. Moreover, the use
of force has also been invoked to justify
humanitarian interventions such as the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization bombing of
Yugoslavia in 1999.

In the Venezuelan case, the U.S. appears to
have surpassed even these contested categories
and identified new grounds for the use of force.
Senior U.S. officials are on record as stating that
this cross-border operation was done as part of a
law enforcement measure, bringing accused
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actions create a
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criminals such as Mr. Maduro and his wife to face
trial in the U.S. Other reasons offered are that the
President was waging a ceaseless campaign of
violence and subversion against the U.S. and
posed a threat to the entire region. However,
none of these reasons, even if true, passes muster
to legally justify the U.S. using force against a
sovereign state. The talk of this operation
resurrecting the antiquated Monroe Doctrine of
American foreign policy is not just an affront to
the sovereignty of the countries of the Western
Hemisphere but also a pie in the face of the
anti-imperial struggles of the Third World people.

Leaders and immunity

The other legal issue this case has thrown up is
the treatment of President Maduro. As the
International Court of Justice held in the Arrest
Warrant Case (Democratic Republic of the Congo
vs Belgium), heads of state enjoy inviolability and
immunity ratione personae (personal immunity)
from the criminal jurisdiction of a foreign court.
Accordingly, the U.S. courts lack jurisdiction to
try President Maduro for the alleged criminal
activities. The argument that Mr. Maduro is not
the legitimate President of Venezuela because he
came to office through rigged elections in 2024,
or that the U.S. does not recognise Mr. Maduro as
a legitimate President, cuts no ice under
international law. Irrespective of how someone
came to office, under international law, what
matters is the test of effective control. The
Maduro administration exercised effective control
over Venezuelan territory. Thus, President
Maduro, as the head, is entitled to personal
immunity and inviolability under international
law.

Holding otherwise would give states a licence
to stop recognising regimes or heads of state they
do not consider lawful, using their subjective
criteria, thereby denying them immunity, which
would wreak havoc in the international legal
system. Moreover, forcibly taking the custody of a

America’s Venezuelan actions are most unlawful
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e ltis axiomatic that Article 2(4) of the United Nations Charter proscribes the use of force in
international relations.
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foreigner, let alone a head of state, on foreign
land without that state’s consent or without a
legal procedure, and physically bringing the
person to face trial before a domestic court, is an
internationally wrongful act. The U.S.
endeavouring to ‘run’ Venezuela — reminiscent of
naked imperialism - is also unlawful, as it
amounts to undue interference in Venezuela’s
internal affairs.

Strengthening international law

The U.S’s actions create a precarious precedent.
It is part of a series of flagrant violations of
cardinal rules of international law, including the
use of force, that have been observed in recent
years. Thus, the larger question is whether the
content of international law must change to
address its abuse. As public international law
scholar Marko Milonevic argues, the problem is
not so much with the content of the law as with
the complete lack of commitment to comply with
it. The meteoric rise of authoritarian regimes,
including in countries that were once regarded as
the vanguards of liberal democracy, has meant
that governments do not want to be constrained
by any law, whether domestic or international.
The weakening of the domestic rule of law has
negatively impacted the efficacy of international
law in constraining power. Thus, to strengthen
the international rule of law, one must bolster the
domestic rule of law and democracy.

While it is true that powerful nations use
international law as an instrument to perpetuate
their dominance, it is equally undeniable that
several elements of international law are
antithetical to authoritarianism. Article 2(4) of the
UN Charter is one of them. Authoritarian regimes
will continue to assault these norms and treat
international law with utter derision. Therefore, it
is incumbent on the democratic forces to come
together to resist them with renewed resolve.

The views expressed are personal

e The UN Charter, as Oona A. Hathaway and Scott J. Shapiro argue, outlawed war and
fundamentally reshaped international law, making war an illegitimate instrument for settling

disputes.
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o Article 2(4) permits only two narrow exceptions, force may be used in self-defence or with
the authorisation of the UN Security Council.

o Hegemonic states such as the U.S. have consistently sought to overcome this constraint by
adopting innovative solutions, including the broadening of the concept of self-defence.
SATRYBT S TYTRIMEH SR A 7 14T BT IR HRA & ol AR ¢ IURT 3TN g, ford
STHRET B ATYRON HT fawar o =nfdra §1

e Arguably, self-defence is not limited to repelling an ongoing armed attack but also
encompasses pre-emptive and anticipatory self-defence to combat cross-border terrorism.

T fear o1 § 6 SierRen Sad SR I2Rd g0 & A+ aob Jifid gl §, sfess T-uR
3fTddare § fued & fou gd-fFare iR qaigmfaa sreren &1 «f nfia st 8|

e Moreover, the use of force has also been invoked to justify humanitarian interventions such
as the North Atlantic Treaty Organization bombing of Yugoslavia in 1999.
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In the Venezuelan case, the U.S. appears to have surpassed even these contested
categories and identified new grounds for the use of force.

e & ArEc § et 3 faarfaa Aot I ot 3l Sedx o TN & fofE 7T SR TedT
g3 Uclid g 3|
Senior U.S. officials are on record as stating that this cross-border operation was done as part
of a law enforcement measure, bringing accused criminals such as Mr. Maduro and his wife
to face trial in the U.S.
IRy AR w3 Rele IR w81 § % 98 JHI-UR FRATs U6 S Uadd U &
gﬁﬁﬂi s ot TTgRT 3R STt Ualt o SIRITUA BT STt B gaad &1 ATH1 ST S
I

Other reasons offered are that the President was waging a ceaseless campaign of violence
and subversion against the U.S. and posed a threat to the entire region.
The other legal issue this case has thrown up is the treatment of President Maduro.
S A A P AIgRT & 1Y T 0 agR ¥ ST U SR S U9 @l [ 3
As the International Court of Justice held in the Arrest Warrant Case (Democratic
Republic of the Congo vs Belgium), heads of state enjoy inviolability and immunity
ratione personae (personal immunity) from the criminal jurisdiction of a foreign court.
O o SIARRTETT ATy 3 3RRT aRE Y (SHIshfes Rufr® 3 it a9 sfedraw)
H g, APTeAE ol fhul [AdRT Sarad & SHTURTIYD SHPR &7 ¥ SRURI-adr 3R safeTd
ATOR&T U Bieil &
Irrespective of how someone came to office, under international law, what matters is the test
of effective control.
éﬁéaﬁrwﬁ%@r 3TN, T W, SIARRIBIA B § YHTdt for=or 351 warct g1 e gt

I
The Maduro administration exercised effective control over Venezuelan territory.
HTGRT URIRIA HT I o &F TR FHTT 07 7]
Thus, President Maduro, as the head, is entitled to personal immunity and inviolability
under international law.
ERINISRELIR] I AFTE B P A SARTERI FT & g iR faRed iR
ST U 6 |
Holding otherwise would give states a licence to stop recognising regimes or heads of state
they do not consider lawful, using their subjective criteria, thereby denying them immunity,
which would wreak havoc in the international legal system.
39 fqud A @ 71 DI I8 Fe Bd et {6 9 1o afdaRe arcs! & SuR R ot
T T APTAE B Y I B ITb! UleRe SH o, o Ay ST awi # 4R
TR B S|
Moreover, forcibly taking the custody of a foreigner, let alone a head of state, on foreign land
without that state’s consent or without a legal procedure, and physically bringing the person to
face trial before a domestic court, is an internationally wrongful act.
b fard], [ faceit safa o1, faRives feit giene 1, o1 39 Iy &1 wgafd a1 Srfl
uforar & fae=it Yffr IR TaRA RRITd & @1 3R TR siaTad § dhad & e o ST vl
SARTENI U H Ted S g |
The U.S. endeavouring to ‘run’ Venezuela, reminiscent of naked imperialism, is also
unlawful, as it amounts to undue interference in Venezuela’s internal affairs.

The meteoric rise of authoritarian regimes, including in countries that were once regarded
as the vanguards of liberal democracy, has meant that governments do not want to be
constrained by any law, whether domestic or international.

AFTRITET ARTAT o O SUR A, 3 <201 7 H St St IGR didvda & RIS A oTd 3, T8
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The weakening of the domestic rule of law has negatively impacted the efficacy of
international law in constraining power.
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o Thus, to strengthen the international rule of law, one must bolster the domestic rule of law
and democracy.
31d: SiaRRTPIg fAfY 2= &1 Hoigy B & e o fafts R ofR wfiepda 1 geg el
TS ¢

e While it is true that powerful nations use international law as an instrument to perpetuate their
dominance, it is equally undeniable that several elements of international law are
antithetical to authoritarianism.

o TFIRIG! R $9 AFGST IR GHA BRA o4 SR SHRRITIT BT BT T ST J 47|

e Therefore, it is incumbent on the democratic forces to come together to resist them with
renewed resolve.
g@ﬁﬁ%mﬁlﬁwwﬁﬁmﬁ%%aw HAdHed & Y THC GIHR SUBI UTeRIY

|

9 . .
Data shows Venezuela’s pivot from the U.S. to China
Was the growing Chinese influence in Venezuela also a trigger behind US's invasion?
GS 11 IR: South America § I
for the financial and geopolitical
risks involved. This wend isvisible T Chinese fa ctor Data were sourced from Stockholm International Peace Research Institute

(SIPRI), Harvard Growth Lab and AidData.org

Sambavi Parthasarathy

ith close to 200 Ameri-
w can troops entering Ca-
racas on Saturday, the

Trump administration’s invasion
of Venezuela and the capture of its
President Nicolas Maduro was the
most dramatic U.S. intervention in
Latin America since the 1989 Pana-
ma invasion.

The U.S. military intervention
has sent shock waves across the
globe, with allies and adversaries
condemning the U.S. action as a

not just in the arms trade but also
in oil exports.

While direct crude oil data was
unavailable, this analysis relies on
mineral export figures — a catego-
ry in which crude oil is a primary
component. China formed less
than 1% of Venezuela’s mineral ex-
ports in the early 2000s but
reached a peak of 28% by 2018
(Chart 3). A Reuters analysis
showed that for some months in
mid-2025, almost all the oil ex-
ports from the country went to
China.

China has also surpassed the
U.S. as the primary source of im-
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Chart 1: Countrywise share of weapon imports by Venezuela in the 1950-2023 period
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U.S. hegemony in the Americas
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la in the last two decades, except
for a negligible share in 2015.
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accounting for one-third in the
same period. This, however, was
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America region, in forms of aid,
loans and grants, total up to more
than $300 billion between 2001~
2023. Of which more than one-
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Chart 2: Countrywise share of
weapon imports by Venezuela in
the 2014-2023 period put together.

= Since 2014, China has accounted for 47%
of all arms imports by Venezuela
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Chart 3: Countrywise share (in 9%) of Venezuela's mineral exports. As direct crude oil
datawas unavailable, this analysis relies on mineral export.
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Data shows Venezuela’s pivot from the U.S. to China
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e With close to 200 American troops entering Caracas on Saturday, the Trump
administration’s invasion of Venezuela and the capture of its President Nicolas Maduro
was the most dramatic U.S. intervention in Latin America since the 1989 Panama invasion.
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Experts suggest that the move was primarily aimed at reimposing the Monroe Doctrine to re-

establish U.S. hegemony in the Americas and reducing China’s influence in the region.
ﬁmsﬁmmw% % U8 B gEIa: BRI Rigid &1 R 9 ar 3R Skt &t gy
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It is interesting to note that Venezuela relied heavily on the U.S. for weapons till 1995 before
diversifying largely to players like Germany and Russia.

g I@G-1Y ¢ fob IAgUaT 1995 9% gFARY & e sMfveT W H1w! 8 a% MR o1, 39
TG 3G STHAT 3R T O <= BT ok ¥4 |

However, since the mid-2000s, China has consistently emerged as one of its key partners for
weapons imports.

Afd1 2000 & GF & T I AT TMAR I & 1T FRAR AT T U YJE AGR
TP ST

There were no recorded instances of arms exports in the SIPRI database from the U.S. to
Venezuela in the last two decades, except for a negligible share in 2015.

SIPRI 3eTa¥ A fUad €1 g=rept #f 3mfkeaT ¥ 3Aquar & sRER fFafd &1 #iE S 61 §,
Ryarar 2015 ¥ =707 fgw o5 |
The trend became more apparent during the Maduro regime, and since 2014, China has
accounted for 46% of all arms imports by Venezuela.
Tg Ui HIgR! WA & SR SR WE §F, TUT 2014 F I IGUAT & $d SIUUR ST BT
46% T8 571 g1 3
Secondly, Venezuela is one of China’s key trade partners in Latin America.
TR, IAue Afe 3AfeT # Hi9 ST U THE ATURS AEGR ¢
While Venezuela holds the world’s largest proven crude oil reserves, it lacks the
resources to effectively extract and refine them.
BT dGUe & U g &1 TaY §81 R #a ad &1 HSR 8, Afdh 39 THTat &
AT SR uRegrd &= & TA1eAl & Bl g |
Consequently, the country has sought alternative economic alliances with nations like China
and Russia, which show greater tolerance for financial and geopolitical risks.
China formed less than 1% of Venezuela’s mineral exports in the early 2000s but reached
a peak of 28% by 2018.
2000 & AT auT & 9 aquen & @ f=rata &1 1% & Wt w7 o1, dfd1 2018 9% T8
TGHR 28% Bl AT
A Reuters analysis showed that for some months in mid-2025, almost all the oil exports from
the country went to China.
ged & faRAWr & 39K, 2025 & A T $S o+l 9o G B AT IRT dd Hard i+
kel
China has also surpassed the U.S. as the primary source of imports for Venezuela.
A Y 3T & forg imaTd &1 W wid 57 3 fYeT &) 1D 91s R g
In 2023, the U.S. accounted for only one-fourth of Venezuela’s imports, while China
accounted for one-third.
2023 T 3MRDT ITIUAT & AT BT Had Teb-TIUTS AT, STafh - o1 fewan ua-faeTs
In the mid-1990s, the U.S. share in Venezuela’s imports consistently crossed the 40% mark,
but in the last two decades, it has almost halved, compensated by the rise in China’s share.
China’s investments in Latin America in the form of aid, loans and grants total more than
$300 billion between 2001-2023.
2001 ¥ 2023 & &9 dfed smfket & 99 &1 <1 Terrar, 50 3R M & 9 & 300 3RS
STer & Af® @13
Of this, more than one-third about $106 billion was invested in Venezuela, making it the
blggest recipient of Chinese investments in the region.

Tp-fagTs | e T U 106 3R STAR Had aAguar & Ha fy e, ol a8
éﬂﬁ%ﬂ#ﬁ%mmma@wmﬁaw
Not only in Latin America, Venezuela is also the fourth-largest recipient of Chinese aid
globally, according to AidData.
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e China has committed to more than 170 projects in the country during this period.
39 3fafy 7 919 A S # 170 | if¥es uivatera & forg ufiesar 9T &

e Almost all of these funds have been disbursed as loans, and over 26% has been invested in
key sectors such as energy, mining and related industries.
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e I S T & B faw fsar man B

Monroe Doctrine

* The Monroe Doctrine was a foreign policy principle announced by the
United States in 1823, declaring that the Western Hemisphere was no
longer open to European colonisation.

« It stated that any attempt by European powers to interfere in the political
affairs of the Americas would be viewed as a hostile act against the
United States.

* The doctrine became one of the most influential ideas in shaping U.S.
foreign policy and the political order of the American
continents.

Historical Background

* The Monroe Doctrine was proclaimed by President
James Monroe on 2 December 1823 during his
annual message to the U.S. Congress.

* At the time, many Latin American countries had
recently gained independence from Spain and
Portugal.

» European powers, especially Spain, France, and Russia, were considering reasserting control over
their former colonies.

» The United States feared that renewed European intervention would threaten both regional stability and
American security.

Core Principles of the Monroe Doctrine

* The Monroe Doctrine declared that no new European colonies should be established in the Americas.
* It stated that the political systems of Europe and the Americas were fundamentally different, and
therefore European powers should not interfere in the New World.

* The doctrine promised that the United States would not interfere in internal affairs of European
countries, provided Europe stayed out of the Americas.

* It asserted that any European intervention in the Western Hemisphere would be treated as a direct
threat to U.S. peace and safety.

Key Features of the Doctrine

» The Monroe Doctrine created a clear geographical division of influence, with Europe dominating the
Old World and the United States asserting leadership in the New World.

« It strengthened the idea of regional sovereignty for newly independent Latin American states.

* Although the doctrine had no immediate military enforcement power, it relied on British naval strength
and U.S. diplomatic influence in its early years.

Evolution of the Monroe Doctrine
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* In the nineteenth century, the Monroe Doctrine gradually evolved from a defensive statement into a tool
of American regional dominance.

* The Roosevelt Corollary (1904) added a new dimension by asserting that the United States had the
right to intervene in Latin American countries to maintain order and stability.

* This expansion transformed the doctrine from a shield against Europe into a justification for U.S.
interventionism in the Americas.

Practical Application of the Monroe Doctrine

* The United States used the Monroe Doctrine to oppose French intervention in Mexico during the
1860s.

* It was invoked during disputes involving Venezuela and European creditors in the late nineteenth
century.

* In the twentieth century, it influenced U.S. actions in Cuba, Nicaragua, the Dominican Republic, and
Panama.

Cold War Context

* During the Cold War, the Monroe Doctrine was frequently cited to justify U.S. efforts to limit Soviet
influence in Latin America.

* The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 reflected the continuing relevance of the doctrine, as the United
States opposed the presence of Soviet missiles in the Western Hemisphere.

« In this period, the doctrine became closely linked with the policy of containment.

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. What QU I Z

was the intent of the Monroe Doctrine issued in 18237 Ans: To oppose

European intervention in the Western Hemisphere and declare Wh at geopolitical crisis preceded the
the Americas as a sphere of influence separate from Europe . -

2. What geopolitical crisis preceded the articulation of the Roosevelt art|CUIat|0n Of the Roosevelt Corouary?

Corollary? Ans: The Venezuelan crisis of 1902-1903, in which

Britain, Germany, and Italy blockaded Venezuela over unpaid per .
OBBE ’ J The geopolitical crisis that led to the

3. How does the Roosevelt Corollary expand the Monroe Doctrine? Ans: formulation of the Roosevelt COf0||ary was the

It asserted the U.S. right to intervene in Latin American countries Venezuelan Crisis of 1902-1903.
to preserve order and prevent European intervention, effectively

A . i " ° During this crisis, Britain, Germany, and
making the U.S. a hemispheric “policeman .
4. What was one of the earliest uses of the Roosevelt Corollary in Italy |mposed a naval blockade on Venezuela to
practice? Ans: U.S. intervention in the Dominican Republic to force repayment of unpaid foreign debts.
manage the country’s debt and finances . .
5. Whicg: U.S.policygter renounced the Roosevelt Corollary’s i The epISOde alarmed the United States and
interventionist thrust? Ans: Franklin D. Roosevelt's Good Neighbor pushed it to redefine its role in the Western
policy o o _ _ _ Hemisphere.
Visual: The American intervention in which a Latin-American country is . . . . .
being depicted in this political cartoon? Ans: The Dominican Republic ® Many Latin American natlons, InCIUdlng
Early Birds: K.N. Viswanathan | Tamal Biswas | Sukdev Shet | Sumana Venezuela, had accumulated heavy foreign debts

Nutta | Sadhan Panra

after independence.
o Weak economies and political instability made regular repayment difficult.

e European powers, especially Britain and Germany, began using gunboat diplomacy to
protect their financial interests.

The Venezuelan Crisis (1902-1903)

e In December 1902, Britain, Germany, and Italy sent their naval fleets to the Caribbean.
o They blockaded Venezuelan ports, seized ships, and cut off trade routes.

® Their goal was to force Venezuela to repay outstanding loans and compensation claims.
e The action directly violated the spirit of the Monroe Doctrine (1823), which opposed
European intervention in the Americas.
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o The U.S. feared that Europe might go beyond debt collection and establish permanent
political control in Latin America.

® President Theodore Roosevelt realized that simply warning Europe was no longer enough.

From Crisis to Policy: Birth of the Roosevelt Corollary

« If Latin American nations failed to maintain economic and political stability, European powers
would use that as an excuse to intervene.
* Therefore, the United States should step in first, rather than allow Europe to do so.

Roosevelt Corollary (1904)

* Announced in 1904, it was an extension of the Monroe Doctrine.

* It declared that the United States had the right to exercise “international police power” in the
Western Hemisphere.

* This meant the U.S. could intervene in Latin American countries to prevent European
involvement.

» The Venezuelan blockade proved that European powers were still willing to use military force in
the Americas.

» The U.S. responded by shifting from a defensive policy (Monroe Doctrine) to an interventionist
policy (Roosevelt Corollary).

* Thus, the Venezuelan Crisis became the immediate trigger for the Roosevelt Corollary.

Why this Crisis Matters in International Relations

* It marked the transition of the U.S. from a passive guardian of the Monroe Doctrine to an active
regional enforcer.

« It laid the foundation for future U.S. interventions in Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Nicaragua,
and Haiti.

* It reshaped the balance of power in the Caribbean and Latin America for the entire 20th century.

» The European blockade convinced the United States that words alone could not protect the
Americas from outside intervention.

* As a result, the Roosevelt Corollary transformed U.S. policy from non-interference to regional
interventionism, redefining power politics in the Western Hemisphere.

What was one of the earliest uses of the Roosevelt Corollary in practice?

¢ One of the earliest and most significant uses of the Roosevelt Corollary was the U.S.
intervention in the Dominican Republic in the early 20th century.

e The United States intervened to manage the country’s debt and financial system in order
to prevent European powers from intervening, maintain political stability, and safeguard
U.S. strategic interests in the Caribbean.

Economic and political conditions in the Dominican Republic

* By the early 1900s, the Dominican Republic was suffering from chronic political instability,
heavy foreign debt, weak state institutions.

 European creditors, particularly from Germany and Italy, were demanding repayment.

» There was a strong possibility that European nations would use military pressure to recover their
money, as seen earlier in Venezuela (1902-1903).

* In 1905, the U.S. government took control of the Dominican customs administration.
* American officials managed the collection of port revenues, which were the country’s main source
of income.
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» These funds were used to repay foreign creditors, stabilise government finances, prevent
European military involvement.

Why this was a Landmark Case

* This was one of the first times the United States exercised direct financial control over another
sovereign nation in Latin America.

* It demonstrated that the Roosevelt Corollary was not merely a statement of policy, but a tool for
active intervention.

* It set a precedent for future U.S. involvement in countries such as Haiti, Nicaragua, Cuba.

Which U.S. policy later renounced the Roosevelt Corollary’s interventionist
thrust?

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Good Neighbor Policy

e The U.S. policy that renounced the interventionist thrust of the Roosevelt Corollary was
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Good Neighbor Policy, introduced in the 1930s.

® This policy rejected the idea of the United States acting as a “hemispheric policeman” and
instead promoted non-intervention, mutual respect, and cooperation with Latin American
countries.

® After 1904, the Roosevelt Corollary justified frequent U.S. interventions in Cuba, Dominican,
Republic, Nicaragua, Haiti.

o These actions created resentment in Latin America, diplomatic tensions, anti-American
sentiment.

® By the late 1920s, it became clear that constant intervention was politically costly,
economically burdensome, and strategically risky.

*» To replace coercion with diplomacy and partnership.
* To build regional solidarity in the Western Hemisphere.

Major Steps Taken Under the Good Neighbor Policy

¢ 1933 — Withdrawal of U.S. Marines from Nicaragua.
e 1934 — End of U.S. military occupation of Haiti.
o 1934 — Repeal of the Platt Amendment, which allowed U.S. intervention in Cuba.

® Expansion of diplomatic and economic cooperation instead of military control.
Why This Policy Shift Was Important

e |trestored trust between the U.S. and Latin American nations.
e |timproved hemispheric unity during the lead-up to World War II.
o |t marked the official abandonment of the interventionist logic of the Roosevelt Corollary.

® |t reshaped U.S.—Latin American relations for decades.
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ﬂ a crossroads

Iran must initiate reforms and re-engage
with the world

hat began as a strike by shopkeepers
w in Tehran on December 28 against
the sharp fall in the value of the Ira-
nian rial, has snowballed into the largest nation-
wide protest Iran has witnessed since the 2022-
2023 unrest triggered by the custodial death of
Mahsa Amini. While the government has pro-
mised to address the economic grievances of the
traders, it has also warned of a harsh response to
“rioters”. At least 12 people have been killed in
the past week with the protests spreading. This
renewed cycle of unrest comes amid the deepen-
ing economic vulnerabilities and political risks
confronting Iran’s theocratic state, just six
months after it survived a fierce 12-day war with
Israel. What makes the protests challenging for
Iran’s rulers is the perceived involvement of fo-
reign powers. Mossad, Israel’s spy agency,
claimed, on December 29, that its operatives
were present “in the field” with the protesters.
On January 2, U.S. President Donald Trump, who
had ordered strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities
during the June 2025 war between Iran and Is-
rael, threatened Iran that the U.S. was “locked
and loaded” to use force if protesters were killed.
The Islamic Republic is facing immense eco-
nomic strain. In October, food inflation hit 64%,
the second highest after South Sudan. The rial
has lost 60% of its value since the June war, while
oil exports in 2025 fell by about 7% from its 2024
average. Power outages have become a daily real-
ity. The severity of the crisis was underscored in
December when President Masoud Pezeshkian
said his government was “stuck” and could not
perform “miracles” to fix the problems. As the
economy deteriorates and external threats
mount, the regime’s greater repression is creat-
ing a cycle of crisis. Mr. Pezeshkian has relaxed
the grip of the morality police on public life. But
when it comes to the economy or national secur-
ity, his hands are tied. Washington’s policy of
economic squeeze and threats is deepening the
suffering of ordinary Iranians while turning the
regime more paranoid. If the U.S. genuinely seeks
to resolve the Iran problem, it should engage
with and empower Mr. Pezeshkian, rather than
threatening Tehran on Israel’s behalf. Iran’s rul-
ers should also be open for reforms. The regime’s
default response to any crisis has been to blame
external forces, but it ignores a more fundamen-
tal reality. Years of shrinking economic oppor-
tunity and the erosion of political and personal
freedoms have created a reservoir of public anger
that could erupt. Religion and nationalism may
no longer suffice in the face of an economic crisis.
Iran’s leadership must initiate reforms, tackle
corruption and re-engage with the world.

Hehe ol TR fadeR § q9 IR g5 o

At a crossroads.

IRTE R

oWhat began as a strike by shopkeepers in Tehran
on December 28 against the sharp fall in the value of
the Iranian rial, has snowballed into the largest
nationwide protest Iran has witnessed since the
2022-2023 unrest triggered by the custodial death of
Mahsa Amini.

¢ This renewed cycle of unrest comes amid the
deepening economic vulnerabilities and political
risks confronting Iran’s theocratic state, just six
months after it survived a fierce 12-day war with
Israel.
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e\What makes the protests challenging for Iran’s rulers

is the perceived involvement of foreign powers.
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eMossad, Israel’s spy agency, claimed, on

December 29, that its operatives were present “in the

field” with the protesters.
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¢On January 2, U.S. President Donald Trump, who

had ordered strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities during

the June 2025 war between Iran and Israel,

threatened Iran that the U.S. was “locked and

loaded” to use force if protesters were killed.

¢In October, food inflation hit 64%, the second

highest after South Sudan.

SFgar T W aTEpifd 64% dd Ugd TTs, il Gf&Tur
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eThe rial has lost 60% of its value since the June

war, while oil exports in 2025 fell by about 7% from

its 2024 average.

o & g5 & o1e 3 Farer T 30 60% P1ud T R,
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ePower outages have become a daily reality.

forTelt wetdt o AeeRl Bt F=18 o9 718 5

e The severity of the crisis was underscored in
December when President Masoud Pezeshkian said
his government was “stuck” and could not perform
“miracles” to fix the problems.

TYE UNRBAT = 8T [ 37dh] INRBR
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e As the economy deteriorates and external threats mount, the regime’s greater repression is

creating a cycle of crisis.
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Washington’s policy of economic squeeze and threats is deepening the suffering of

ordinary Iranians while turning the regime more paranoid.

Years of shrinking economic opportunity and the erosion of political and personal

freedoms have created a reservoir of public anger that could erupt.
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Religion and nationalism may no longer suffice in the face of an economic crisis.
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Iran’s leadership must initiate reforms, tackle corruption and re-engage with the world.
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Trade union urges
Centre to Increase
EPF and ESI cap

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A delegation of leaders of
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh-backed trade
union Bharatiya Mazdoor
Sangh (BMS) met Union La-
bour Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya here on Tues-
day and demanded that
the Indian Labour Confe-
rence (ILC) be convened at
the earliest. The BMS lea-
dership also urged the Un-
ion government to in-
crease the ceiling limits of
the Employees’ Provident
Fund (EPF) and Em-
ployees’ State Insurance
(ESD). They sought a sub-
stantial increase in the mi-
nimum PF pension from
1,000, an enhancement
of bonus calculation limits,
and an increase in gratuity
entitlement from 15 days to
30 days. The leaders also
demanded a hike in the
honorarium and incen-
tives for all scheme
workers.

BMS general secretary
Ravindra Himte said in a
statement after the meet-
ing that Mr. Mandaviya had
promised to look into the
issues raised, particularly
the demands related to in-
creasing the ceiling limits
of ESI and EPF and the mi-
nimum pension. The BMS
had earlier threatened agi-

The union sought a
raise in the minimum
PF pension from
1,000 and gratuity
from 15 to 30 days

tation to press these de-
mands. The meeting was
apparently convened in
the context of the pending
demands, and the BMS
had postponed protests
following the implementa-
tion of the Labour Codes.

Trade unions’ strike
Other central trade unions,
meanwhile, have an-
nounced a general strike
on February 12, raising si-
milar issues.

The BMS statement said
its leaders highlighted the
plight of various categories
of contract workers across
the private, public and go-
vernment sectors. It also
requested the Minister to
establish welfare Boards
for all categories of drivers
in the private transport ser-
vice sector. “The Minister
patiently heard all the is-
sues, discussed the impli-
cations of the demands,
and promised the delega-
tion that the Centre would
consider these issues se-
riously and take positive
steps at the earliest possi-
ble date,” Mr. Himte said.

Trade union urges Centre to increase EPF
and ESI cap

ﬁqﬁﬂ%%ﬁzﬁm&mé@&ﬂivﬂm
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. The BMS leadership also urged the Union
government to increase the ceiling limits of the
Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) and Employees’
State Insurance (ESI)

HITHTY 9@ 7 Fx WHR I HHARY Hiasy Ay diew)
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. They sought a substantial increase in the minimum
PF pension from ¥1,000, an enhancement of bonus
calculation limits, and an increase in gratuity
entitlement from 15 days to 30 days

3I5i grad WUw U= 3T 21,000 I 9AT €U 4 T,
mmmaﬁﬁ?ﬁqﬁmﬁ 15 R & 30
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. The leaders also demanded a hike in the
honorarium and incentives for all scheme workers

. It also requested the Minister to establish welfare
Boards for all categories of drivers in the private
transport service sector
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Rethinking India’s skilling outcomes

What prevents skilling from becoming a first-choice pathway for youth? Why has formal vocational training reached only a small share of the workforce? What

limits industry participation in public skilling programmes? Why do Sector Skill Councils lack credibility with employers?

EXPLAINER
Pravesh Dudani
The story so far:
ver the last decade, India has
built one of the largest skilling
ecosystems in the world.
Between 2015 and 2025,

India’s flagship skilling programme,
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana, has
trained and certified around 1.40 crore
candidates. Yet skilling has not become a
first-choice pathway for most young
Indians. Employability outcomes remain
uneven, and Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS) data show that wage gains
from vocational training are modest and
inconsistent, particularly in informal
employment, where most workers are
absorbed, offering limited recognition for
certified skills and little visible
improvement in quality of life.

Why does skilling still fail to inspire
aspiration?

India’s Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER)
stands at 28%, but the National Education
Policy 2020 aims to raise it to 50% by
2035. This cannot be done just by
expanding traditional education; it must
be integrated into higher education
pathways in a way that makes it easier for
people to learn new skills.

Despite years of investment, only about
4.1% of India’s workforce has received
formal vocational training, barely
improving from about 2% a decade ago
(PLFS; World Bank). In contrast, across
OECD countries, about 44% of
upper-secondary learners are enrolled in
vocational programmes, rising to around
70% in countries such as Austria, the
Czech Republic, Finland, the
Netherlands, the Slovak Republic and
Slovenia.

The India Skills Report 2025 shows that
post-degree skilling by graduates is not a
mainstream or high-participation
behaviour in India. If skilling is to scale

meaningfully, it must travel through and
alongside formal education.

How can mdustry contribute

me:

Industry is the smgle largest beneficiary
of effective skilling and trained
manpower. According to various industry
reports, high attrition, long onboarding
cycles, and productivity losses impose
real costs, with attrition rates of 30-40%
common across retail, logistics,
hospitality, and manufacturing alone.

Yet, there is still not much participation
from the industry. Most employers do not
use public skilling certifications as hiring
benchmarks; instead, they use internal
training, referrals, or private platforms
(NITI Aayog; World Bank). The National
Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme
(NAPS) has increased participation, but its
effects are still unequal, particularly
among bigger companies.

Industry is neither incentivised nor
obligated to meaningfully contribute to
relevant curriculum development,
certification standards, or assessment
rigour at scale. As long as skilling remains

something industry consumes rather than

GETTY IMAGES

co-designs, it will lag labour-market
reality.

Why do Sector Skill Councils fail?
The most serious structural failure in
India’s skilling ecosystem lies with the
Sector Skill Councils (SSCs).

SSCs were created with a clear
mandate: to act as industry-facing
institutions that define standards, ensure
relevance, and anchor employability. In
effect, they were meant to own the
skilling value chain — from identifying
industry demand to certifying job
readiness. That mandate has not been
fulfilled.

Today, responsibility is fragmented:
training is delivered by one entity,
assessment by another, certification by
SSCs, and placement by someone else — if
at all. Unlike higher education or
technical institutions such as polytechnic
diploma colleges, where reputational risk
enforces accountability, the skilling
system diffuses responsibility without
consequence.

This fragmentation has eroded trust.
Employer surveys frequently indicate that
SSC credentials have limited signalling

Rethinking India’s skllllng outcomes

YRd & pfert ufyumst
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value compared to degrees or prior work
experience. Standards exist, but
employers do not reliably hire against
them. Industry-led certification models
illustrate what is missing. Certifications
from AWS, Google Cloud, or Microsoft
work because the certifier’s credibility is
at stake. Assessments are fair and graded,
not binary, and employers know what a
certified candidate can do.

SSCs were meant to play this role at a
national scale. Instead, they have largely
limited themselves to standards creation,
without owning outcomes. Until SSCs are
held accountable for employability,
certification will remain symbolic rather
than economic.

The ongoing overhaul of
standard-setting bodies must confront
this directly.

How can skilling drlve sustained
economic growth?

India’s skilling challenge is a failure of
accountability, not of intent or
government funding.

Expanding NAPS and deepening
industry integration can become one of
the fastest levers to improve job readiness
at scale by pushing skilling into the
workplace. Initiatives like PM-SETU, the
central scheme for modernisation of ITIs,
point towards stronger execution models
where industry ownership and
accountability are built into programme
design.

When skills are embedded in degrees,
when industry is treated as a co-owner,
and when SSCs are made answerable for
placement outcomes, skilling move from
fragmented welfare intervention to a
pillar of national economic
empowerment.

That shift is not just about jobs. It is
about the dignity of labour, productivity,
and India’s ability to convert its
demographic strength into sustained
national growth.

Pravesh Dudani is the Founder &

Chancellor of Medhavi Skills University and

an Advisor to NSDC
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Despite PMKVY training around
1.40 crore candidates,
employability outcomes
remain uneven, wage gains are
modest and inconsistent, and
informal employment offers
limited recogpnition for certified
skills and little visible
improvement in quality of life.

v

Limited industry participation,
uneven NAPS outcomes, and
the structural failure of Sector
Skill Councils — fragmented
responsibility, weak signalling
value of certifications, and lack
of accountability for
employability — have reduced
skilling to a fragmented
welfare intervention rather
than a driver of sustained
economic growth.

¢ Over the last decade, India has built one of the largest skilling ecosystems in the world
fU3e th <@ A YR A g1 & Jad a8 SIvrd faery a3t o ¥ ve &1 fafur fear g

o Between 2015 and 2025, India’s flagship skilling programme Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas
Yojana has trained and certified around 1.40 crore candidates

e India’s Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) stands at 28%, but the National Education Policy
2020 aims to raise it to 50% by 2035

o Despite years of investment, only about 4.1% of India’s workforce has received formal
vocational training, barely improving from about 2% a decade ago

st & 499 & Taeg HRd &

o1 B, S Ueh GXeb UBH b ATHIT 2% I agd 31fiiep g1 &
e In contrast, across OECD countries, about 44% of upper-secondary learners are enrolled
in vocational programmes
9% fIuRId OECD &= & WU 44% I HIEATHS BT HGIS HRIHH! H AHi{hd §
e This rises to around 70% in countries such as Austria, the Czech Republic, Finland, the
Netherlands, the Slovak Republic and Slovenia

g 3T SR,

A TEPH I 70% B Sl &
e The India Skills Report 2025 shows that post-degree skilling by graduates is not a
mainstream behaviour in India

AP TURTH,

PRI BT HaA 4.1% B NP ATTHIRID UFRIEIUT U HR
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o If skilling is to scale meaningfully, it must travel through and alongside formal education
Hﬁgﬂ%ﬂaﬁmﬁaﬁmmé a3 situaTe fRrem & Iy 3R IF & Ty J 3
el

How can industry contribute meaningfully

FENT A1 U ¥ HY GEH & Thdl @

e Industry is the single largest beneficiary of effective skilling and trained manpower
THTS! fRPTRAT 3R uRiféra Ara Tared &1 gay go7 anvif W e e

e According to various industry reports, high attrition, long onboarding cycles, and
productivity losses impose real costs
fafta I Ruief & orguR ifie HHar! yara=, det AFaifST uihard 3R Sdrgdmdr &
HHI IRAfdS AN STl &

e Attrition rates of 30—40% are common across retail, logistics, hospitality and
manufacturing
fea, aifvifeew, eifueferd ok A=ghaafear &1 o 30-40% d% Pt TR R YA §

e Yet there is still not much participation from the industry
TP d1aele IUNT Bt YRfier s +f difa §

e Most employers do not use public skilling certifications as hiring benchmarks
SfferepiRT Feitaar wdf & oy IRPRY fEB T yHTuITS &1 AF® & U ¥ SUanT 751 Hd

e Instead, they rely on internal training, referrals, or private platforms
T IO 3 Sffafee FrRiern, RGN o el Wewial m Fik e

o The National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS) has increased participation, but
its effects are still unequal, particularly among bigger companies
TS URrefar MeaTe= ST (NAPS) & HRTGRY 9t 7, Ao 9% UvTa ofd oft 3 &,
G d9 byl o

e Industry is neither incentivised nor obligated to contribute meaningfully to curriculum
development, certification standards, or assessment rigour at scale
TN &I 7 1 vafd =U & WieaTe fadn 74 § SR 7 8 ared foran a1 § o 9% ureaeey fHmin,
YU AT a1 Hedlih &1 HRdT H e Tie &

e Aslong as skilling remains something industry consumes rather than co-designs, it will lag
behind labour-market reality

e do (BTt T ufthar a1t Rt o e Had IUURT HedT & 7 & He-feuga sar e,

9 I 98 4 TR & IRafaedrsit 9 6z & @it

Why do Sector Skill Councils fail

e The most serious structural failure in India’s skilling ecosystem lies with the Sector Skill
Councils (SSCs)
URJ & RpTei gDy ! Jad TUR daard® fawaar e [pa $18f¥a (ssc) 3
) SéCs were created with a clear mandate to act as industry-facing institutions that define
standards ensure relevance and anchor employability

SSCs @I WF WS & 1Y T TT AT 1ih 4 SEUNT A F&T TRITE 5 off AHD a9 B

e They were meant to own the skilling value chain from identifying industry demand to
certifying job readiness

e Today responsibility is fragmented training is delivered by one entity assessment by another
certification by SSCs and placement by someone else if at all
31T FoieRY faeR gt § Ui #1531 § Hedih Bl 3R HRdT § YHIUH SSCs HA §
IR wHe I 3R a7 Heft grar & TeT
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Unlike higher education or technical institutions where reputational risk enforces
accountability the skilling system diffuses responsibility without consequence
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This fragmentation has eroded trust

=9 faeRTa = Ay &) e e g

Employer surveys show that SSC credentials have limited value compared to degrees or
prior work experience

feiiaar 9d sard € for ssc yumorgEt @t sreftrd fesh o1 yd et srqua Y wa R
Standards exist but employers do not reliably hire against them

TS AINIE & Afch fAaiadT 3% STYR W HRIGHE did I Y T8l HRd

Industry led certification models show what is missing

I ST FHTOfiRor Hied g 3w & fob w ot §

Certifications from AWS Google Cloud Microsoft work because the certifier’s credibility is
at stake

AWS TTH FATSS UTSHINITTE & YHIUIGS SHFTT Iad & i dgi T & ard Bt
fayafaar sa e ®

Assessments are fair and graded not binary and employers know what a certified candidate
can do

W?ammm%mwwﬁmmm%%mmw
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SSCs were meant to play this role at a national scale

SSCs P Tgt YfHepT TR TR W A4 &0t

Instead they have limited themselves to standards creation without owning outcomes
QA I Ga DI Had WD I db T B feran 3R gRomat ot e =8 ot
Until SSCs are held accountable for employability certification will remain symbolic rather
than economic

India’s skilling challenge is a failure of accountability not of intent or government funding
YR B RBIHT AN Taraeat @t St ¢ 7 {6 1ad a1 TRBR BiET Bt

Expanding NAPS and deepening industry integration can become the fastest levers to
improve job readiness at scale

NAPS FT faaR 3R T | 78R YSTd 93 THH R NI F dURY YURA FT Jad ao
T 59 ThaT &

Initiatives like PM SETU and modernisation of ITls show stronger execution models

PM SETU 3IR ITI 3TYfraieor Sf Uect SeaR fharau Aisd &1 3R Jdbd Bt 8
These models build industry ownership and accountability into programme design

I Arsal B HRisH B T A 8 ST I fFerRY 3R

When skills are embedded in degrees

9 S B fE o sieT S §

When industry is treated as a co owner

EEREINEIR: RS L) RICIRCIGI

When SSCs are made answerable for placement outcomes

Sd SSCs &I WHe & ufvomdt & forg Saraees -/ S 8

Skilling moves from fragmented welfare intervention to a pillar of national economic
empowerment

s fepfer foedt g8 wearur Ao 9 gead: AP e axifaae<or o1 SyR o o 8
That shift is not just about jobs

Ug SCaId had Heieal adb ifid et 3

It is about the dignity of labour productivity and India’s ability to convert its demographic
strength into sustained national growth

I8 YH B TRAT SWIGHT 3R YR B 30 TAAISTD 1 Wit 1 Rt Ity far &
TG B & IS Q
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Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER)

* Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) measures the total enrolment in a particular level of education,
regardless of age, as a percentage of the population in the official age group corresponding to that level
of education.

* GER is widely used to assess the overall
participation of children and youth in the education
system.

* It helps governments evaluate access, inclusion,
and expansion of education at different stages such as
primary, secondary, and higher education.

Education in India (2025)

* Gross Enrolment Ratio represents the capacity of an
education system to enroll students, even if they are
older or younger than the official age group.

* It is expressed as a percentage and can exceed 100
percent when there are large numbers of overage or
underage students enrolled.

* GER focuses on coverage of education, not on age-
appropriate enrolment.

Average GER

32.5%

{

‘27.5%

) India Data Map

Gross Enroliment Ratio (GER) for Highe]

PM SETU (Pradhan Mantri Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi)

* PM SETU, officially known as Pradhan Mantri Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi),
is a Central Sector Scheme launched in June 2020 with the objective of providing working capital
loans to street vendors so that they could restart their livelihoods.

* PM SETU is an important policy instrument aimed at promoting financial inclusion, digital
empowerment, and self-reliance among the urban informal workforce.

» Recognising the vulnerability of this group, the Government of India introduced PM SETU as part of the
AtmaNirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.

* The scheme was notified by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), which is the nodal
ministry for its implementation.

* PM SETU is designed as a micro-credit scheme that provides small, collateral-free loans to street
vendors.

* The scheme recognises street vendors as legitimate economic actors in urban economies and seeks
to integrate them into the formal financial system.

* It combines credit support with incentives for digital transactions, thereby linking livelihood security
with digital transformation.

Objectives of PM SETU

* PM SETU aims to enable street vendors to resume their vending activities with access to affordable
working capital.

» The scheme seeks to reduce the dependence of vendors on informal m oneylenders.

* It promotes digital payments among small traders.

« It strengthens the overall framework of urban livelihood security.

Key Features of PM SETU
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Loan Support

« Street vendors are eligible for an initial
working capital loan of ¥10,000.

» On timely repayment, vendors become
eligible for higher loan tranches of ¥20,000
and ¥50,000.

* These loans are collateral-free and
provided through scheduled commercial
banks, regional rural banks, small finance
banks, and cooperative banks.

55 lakh

scheme sanctions for
more than 22 lakh
street vendors
families across 8 central
government welfare scheme
under PM SVANidhi

Interest Subsidy

» The Government provides an interest
subsidy of 7 percent per annum on timely
repayment of loans.

* This subsidy is directly credited to the
beneficiary’s loan account.

@ retptipmevanidhimohua govin/ @pmsvanidhl  § @pmsvanidhl [ @pmsvanidhi [ @pmevanidhi

Digital Incentives

* Vendors using digital modes of payment such as UPI, QR codes, and mobile wallets receive
cashback incentives.

Eligibility under PM SETU

* The scheme covers street vendors engaged in
vending on or before 24 March 2020.

* Vendors are identified through surveys conducted by
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs).

+ Even vendors without formal identity cards can apply
through a Letter of Recommendation issued by local
authorities.

view @fifa & @ e Bffieer d9e7 W H2AdS HHTC
Institutional Framework ,

Cash Backs in DBT per month:

L. . . . 50 after 50 transactions @

* The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs is + 75 after 100 transactions 19‘
responsible for policy design and national-level * 100 after 200 transactions* i
Coordlnatlon * More than 25 each
+ State governments and Urban Local Bodies Banks/ Digital Aggregators to Provide durable GR code for free

implement the scheme on the ground.

* Public and private sector banks act as lending
institutions.

+ Common Service Centres (CSCs) assist vendors in application and digital onboarding.

Handholding at place of business

Recent Updates and Progress

+ According to official government data, more than 50 lakh street vendors have benefited from the
scheme since its launch.

* The scheme has been extended beyond its initial phase due to its positive impact on urban
livelihoods.

* PM SETU has been integrated with Jan Dhan accounts, Aadhaar, and mobile connectivity,

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page34



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

strengthening the JAM trinity framework.
» The government continues to refine the scheme to improve credit flow and digital inclusion.

Crorepati I-T filers surge 22% in AY26 even as tax base stagnates

4GS Iil: Economy |
Shishir Sinha 26, although updated re-
NEW DELHI turns can still be filed till
March 31, 2030.
The number of individuals Data showed that during

declaring annual incomes
of over 3 crore has in-
creased sharply in India,
even as the overall base of
income-tax filers has seen
minimal expansion, under-
scoring a growing concen-
tration of reported income
at the upper end.

Data from the Income-
Tax e-filing portal show
that individuals declaring
incomes above 1 crore
rose by around 22% in
FY26, a striking jump given
that the total number of re-
turns filed grew by only
about 1% during the same
period.

December 31, 2025, was
the deadline for filing in-
come-tax returns for As-
sessment Year (AY) 2025-

FY26, between April 1 and
December 31, over 9 crore
returns were filed com-
pared with 8.92 crore dur-
ing the corresponding pe-
riod of FY25, indicating a
modest growth of 1.22%.

Data for the fiscal year
includes e-returns (exclud-
ing online rectifications)
filed for various Assess-
ment Years, but largely the
current one.

Income shift
While the headline growth
in total filers remains mut-
ed, the composition of in-
come reported has shifted
materially upward.

The number of indivi-
duals filing returns with in-
come up to I5 lakh de-

Top-end trends The four hlghest brackets, from 350 lakh to over
10 crore, have each recorded over 20% growth. GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK

clined, but all six higher
income slabs — from above
%5 lakh to over 10 crore —

recorded double-digit
growth.
The four highest brack-

ets, ranging from 50 lakh
to over IO crore, have
each recorded growth of
more than 20%, with the
top income category regis-
tering the fastest increase.

Tax experts say the
surge reflects a mix of
stronger income growth at
the top-end and improved
reporting, rather than a
statistical anomaly. San-
deep Bhalla, Partner at
Dhruva Advisors, attribut-
ed the trend to a broad-
based increase in econom-
ic activity.

“We are seeing tangible
improvements in house-
hold earnings at the upper
end, driven by wage
growth, stronger bonus cy-
cles and healthier business
profitability,” Bhalla said.
Echoing the view, Sandeep
Sehgal, Partner - Tax at
AKM Global, said the
roughly 21% rise in crore-
pati filers despite only a 1%
increase in total returns
highlights better capture of
high incomes within the
tax net.

Crorepati I-T lers surge 22% in AY26 even as tax base stagnates
Ta1326 H PRISUTA ATIHR e SIRad HA a1l Bt BT 22% T, Sidfes B
TR FRT T3T

“Tighter reporting
norms, wider use of data
analytics, and greater tran-
sparency through AIS and
TDS/TCS tracking have sig-
nificantly curtailed under-
reporting,” Mr. Sehgal said,
adding that the surge likely
reflects improved com-
pliance rather than sudden
creation of new wealth.

Bhalla said the consis-
tent expansion across mul-
tiple high-income brackets
points to a maturing tax
system.

“The data signals a ge-
nuine upward trend in
prosperity and income
generation, marked by ris-
ing urban incomes, stron-
ger business performance
and a compliance-driven
expansion of the formal
tax base,” he said.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

o While the headline growth in total less remains muted, the composition of income reported
has shifted materially upward.

e The four highest brackets, ranging from 50 lakh to over 10 crore, have each recorded
growth of more than 20%, with the top income category registering the fastest increase.

F50 ATE 9 AP 10 BRIS I 3P I & IR I S 31T I 7 IAD H 20% J 4P Pt
s g%, o ad X o ¥ o 9ed o Sgias! Gol &f s |
e Tax experts say the surge reflects a mix of stronger income growth at the top-end and
improved reporting, rather than a statistical anomaly.
o “Tighter reporting norms, wider use of data analytics, and greater transparency through AIS
and TDS/TCS tracking have significantly curtailed underreporting,” Mr. Sehgal said, adding
that the surge likely reflects improved compliance rather than sudden creation of new wealth.
e “The data signals a genuine upward trend in prosperity and income generation, marked by
rising urban incomes, stronger business performance and a compliance-driven expansion of

the formal tax base,”
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New way to study surfaces brings ‘real world’ pressure into the lab
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Wellness drive

Smiles assured: Students at
Government Girls LP School in
Kochi, Kerala reacting to
deworming pills distributed on
Tuesday as part of National
Deworming Day.

Smiles assured: Students at Government Girls LP School in Kochi, Kerala reacting to deworming pills distributed on Tuesday as part of
National Deworming Day. THULASI KAKKAT

National Deworming Day NATIONAL
DEWORMING DAY
* National Deworming Day (NDD) is a public health
initiative of the Government of India aimed at
eliminating intestinal worm infections among children
and adolescents.
* It is observed twice every year, usually in February Treat dogs who mdaﬂereatr':g Wash your hands after
and August, across all States and Union Territories. e i . L
* The programme focuses on improving nutritional

status, cognitive development, school attendance, and & 2 ! Wash fruits
overall health of children by reducing the burden of A Ty m:"n?
parasitic infections. A - ¢ O
Meaning and Concept o\ T ey

; P NN
* National Deworming Day involves the mass O O
administration of anti-helminthic medicines, mainly Keep children's Ensure proper

. fingernais short disposal of animal
Albendazole, to children. and change their el
. underwear daily Donot eat

* The programme targets children because they are most raw beef, pork

or fish

vulnerable to soil-transmitted helminth infections due to
poor sanitation and hygiene practices.
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* Deworming is recognised as a cost-effective public
health intervention that directly contributes to child
development and educational outcomes.

* National Deworming Day was launched in February
2015 by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
Government of India.

Target Group

* The programme covers all children and adolescents i
aged 1 to 19 years. e AR
* Children aged 1 to 5 years are covered through ot %‘f :
Anganwadi centres. P ¢
* Children aged 6 to 19 years are covered through » o
schools, including government, government-aided, and

private institutions.

* Out-of-school children are reached through community platforms and special drives.

Sri Lanka

Diseases Addressed under National Deworming Day

* National Deworming Day targets soil-transmitted helminths, which include roundworm,
hookworm, and whipworm.

* These worms spread through contaminated soil, unsafe drinking water, and poor sanitation
practices.

¢ Chronic infection leads to anaemia, malnutrition, stunted growth, fatigue, and poor learning
ability.

Medicine Used

* The programme administers Albendazole, which is safe, ' e
effective, and recommended by the World Health Albendazole ““"“F“"’;m“’ ’
Organization. 400mg Tablet: — 00000

Uses, Dosage, Precautions, & Side Effects Y |
* The medicine is given as a single dose, making it suitable for g JJQJ
large-scale public health delivery.

Mode of Implementation

* Deworming tablets are distributed in schools and Anganwadi centres by trained teachers and
frontline health workers.

* Auxiliary Nurse Midwives (ANMs), ASHA workers, and Anganwadi workers support
supervision and follow-up.

* A National Mop-Up Day is organised after the main day to cover children who missed the first
round.

* The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare is the nodal ministry for the programme.

* The Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Women and Child Development play a key role
in implementation.

* Technical support is provided by organisations such as the World Health Organization.

i
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ISRO calls for proposals from Indian
scientists to analyse data from Aditya-L1

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

On the second anniversary
of India’s maiden solar
mission Aditya-L1 reaching
the Lagrangian point (L1),
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) on
Tuesday made the An-
nouncement of Opportuni-
ty (AO) soliciting proposals
for the first AO cycle
observations.

The Aditya-L1 spacecraft
reached the L1 point on Ja-
nuary 6, 2024, 127 days af-
ter it was launched on Sep-
tember 2, 2023, and since
then has been making con-
tinuous and comprehen-
sive observations of the
Sun from the Sun-Earth L1
point.

According to ISRO,
scientific data from the
mission are regularly re-

The Aditya-L1 spacecraft reached the L1 point on January 6, 2024,
127 days after it was launched. FILE PHOTO

leased in public domain for
global scientific utilisation.

To maximise return

“At present there are more
than 23 TB data in public
domain and several impor-
tant scientific results have
been published in Interna-
tional peer reviewed jour-

nals. To further maximise
the scientific return from
this unique mission, the IS-
RO has released the first
AOQ inviting proposals from
the Indian solar physics
community for Aditya-Ll
observation time,” ISRO
said.

It added that this LI

point, located approxi-
mately 1.5 million kilome-
ters away from Earth, off-
ers the unique advantage
of continuous, uninter-
rupted observation of the
Sun, free from eclipses or
occultation.

This announcement sol-
iciting proposals for Adi-
tya-L1 observation is open
to Indian scientists and re-
searchers residing and
working at institutes, un-
iversities and colleges in In-
dia who are involved in re-
search in the area of solar
science. Eligible applicants
must be equipped to sub-
mit proposals as Principal
Investigators (PIs) for solar
observations with neces-
sary scientific and techni-
cal justification and ana-
lyse the data, if
observation is made based
on approvals.

ISRO calls for proposals from Indian scientists to analyse data from Aditya-L1

ggoﬁarr%ax -L1 & 221 & fazauur & fow yRdH dsfAe! @ vRdma mwHiEd

o The Aditya-L1 spacecraft reached the L1 point on January 6, 2024, 127 days after it was
launched on September 2, 2023, and since then has been making continuous and
comprehensive observations of the Sun from the Sun—-Earth L1 point.

o |t added that this L1 point, located approximately 1.5 million kilometers away from Earth,
offers the unique advantage of continuous, uninterrupted observation of the Sun, free
from eclipses or occultation.
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Newway to
study surfaces
brings real
world pressure
into the lab

dsudevan un

o understand how materials work,
T whether a metal in a car’s
catalytic converter or the
substances in a battery, scientists need to
look at their surfaces at the atomic level.

One of the best tools for this is X-ray
photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS). A
device shoots X-rays at a material and
measures the properties of electrons that
bounce off, revealing to researchers
exactly what elements are present and
how they’re bonding.

The problem is that there’s a major
catch. XPS usually requires a vacuum (a
space with no air). If there are gas
molecules around, they block the
electrons before they reach the detector.
This creates a problem called the pressure

While XPS works great in a vacuum,
real-world chemical reactions usually
happen under atmospheric pressure,
about 1 atm. Studying a catalyst in a
vacuum is a bit like trying to study how a
fish swims by looking at it on dry land:
you aren’t seeing its natural behaviour.

Currently, to bridge this gap, scientists
often have to travel to large, stadium-sized
facilities called synchrotrons.

If the technology proves reliable,
scientists could study surface

chemistry at realistic pressures in
their own labs, rather than

applying for time at synchrotron
Facilities

they’re bonding.

Now, a team of researchers from
ShanghaiTech University and other
institutions has published a paper in
Photon Science proposing a solution that
could fit in a standard laboratory.

The researchers modified a standard
laboratory XPS machine to handle high
pressures. Their innovation was a piece of
engineering usually associated with
rocket engines: a de Laval nozzle.

A de Laval nozzle is a tube that pinches
in the middle and flares out at the end.
This shape accelerates gas flowing
through it to supersonic speeds. In the
study, the researchers used the nozzle to
shoot a focused jet of gas directly at the
sample surface.

According to the paper, the localised
pressure creates a small zone up to 1atm
right on the sample’s surface. Because the
gas is moving so fast and is focused, the
pressure drops off rapidly just a few
millimeters away, keeping the rest of the
machine in a vacuum, sparing the
detectors.

The team used computer simulations
and a custom pressure sensor to verify
the pressure at the sample surface
actually reached 1 atm.

To test the system, the researchers
examined a sample of platinum while
spraying it with nitrogen gas.

In a standard XPS machine, filling the
chamber with this much gas would make
it impossible to see the sample. But the
researchers reported their gas jet created
a layer of high pressure only about 20pm
thick, thin enough to also allow the
electrons from the platinum to still reach
the detector.

According to the study, the team
successfully detected signals from both
the nitrogen gas and the platinum surface
at pressures up to 1 atm. They also found
that as the pressure increased, the signal
from the surface got fainter.

If the technology proves reliable,
scientists could study surface chemistry at
realistic pressures in their own labs,
rather than applying for time at
synchrotron facilities. They could also
better understand how catalysts break
down pollutants or how rust forms in real
time, potentially leading to more efficient
industrial processes.

New way to study
surfaces brings
‘real world’
pressure into the
lab

Hdg! BT g
I BT AT DT
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CIRSIEE AR
@1 oaTa 9T @

e To understand how
materials work,
whether a metal in a
car’'s catalytic
converter or the
substances in a
battery, scientists need
to look at their surfaces
at the atomic level.

HR
Hae¥ § Hivg o1g 8l
A & fR &
gerd, 1 i & wEeH
& forg dafrent
I TdG! DI AT
TR W & USd 5|
¢ One of the best
tools for this is X-ray
photoelectron
spectroscopy (XPS).

ENCARIUCR R E
U A Y TH ¢
TRIX Biegaae
eIl (XPS)|

e A device shoots X-
rays at a material and
measures the
properties of electrons
that bounce off,
revealing to

researchers exactly what elements are present and how

TS JUGHRT Ue1d TR - STAdT 8 3R TR 3 aTal saaci-i o 07 &) [7odt g, forey
Meparatt & T8 UdT Iadl § [ HIH-HH I ded AIN[E & 3R 9 fhy avg a9 s % 3

e The problem is that there’s a major catch, XPS usually requires a vacuum (a space with no

air).

T I8 © fob 399 U S 9141 7, Fiifds XPS I TAIG: gy a1t foT1 g1 %1 5vTg &t

STaRgHdT Bl g

e |If there are gas molecules around, they block the electrons before they reach the detector.
I MU AF F 3] §F Y d 3AC! D! f$eTeR I Uga J Ugd &1 A% d &

e This creates a problem called the pressure gap.

T8 IR A9 0 TR Ul gt 8

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page39



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

o While XPS works great in a vacuum, real-world chemical reactions usually happen under

atmospheric pressure, a
el XPS dagH o

bout 1 atm.

YA HTH T §, Ta! aRATdeD g~ ! A g SmHaR R

IHSHT aTd, THT 1 THeH, R g1 8

e Studying a catalyst in a vacuum is a bit like trying to study how a fish swims by looking at it
on dry land, you aren’t seeing its natural behaviour.
JgH ¥ it IARP BT 31T HRAI U1 51 & oI @t FHIA R I8! 7ocl! Bl @B I8
TS 6 a8 Ut ° R aRelt 3, I ITHT WrHIfdd SFagR ol fewdi
e Currently, to bridge this gap, scientists often have to travel to large, stadium-sized facilities
called synchrotrons.
e This shape accelerates gas flowing through it to supersonic speeds.

g STHR ITH Y TORA arelt 79 B

JRAF 7fa I ugan a3

e If the technology proves reliable, scientists could study surface chemistry at realistic
pressures in their own labs, rather than applying for time at synchrotron facilities.
TS I8 qepriie [ayw=a A1 gl 8, o1 9N ST & TaTRensi # aRafde e IR
g THTA &1 37099 HR Tl Forrg Rispler= dgl § IH7g A & |
e They could also better understand how catalysts break down pollutants or how rust forms in
real time, potentially leading to more efficient industrial processes.

9 9 g8 1t SeR gAY Tl i IS
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What are biomaterials and
how do they work?

How can indigenous biomaterials reduce dependence on fossil-based imports?

Shambhavi Naik

The story so far:

s countries look to shift to
cleaner processes to
manufacture consumer
products, be it plastics or

textiles, biomaterials will become the new
frontier of materials engineering.

‘What are biomaterials?

Biomaterials are materials derived wholly
or partly from biological sources, or
engineered using biological processes,
that are designed to replace or interact
with conventional materials. They are
increasingly used across sectors such as
packaging, textiles, construction, and
healthcare. Biomaterials can be broadly
categorised into three types: drop-in
biomaterials, which are chemically
identical to petroleum-based materials
and can be used in existi

manufacturing systems (such as bio-PET);
drop-out biomaterials, which are
chemically different and require new
processing or end-oflife systems (such as

polylactic acid or PLA); and novel
biomaterials, which offer new properties
not found in conventional materials, such
as self-healing materials, bioactive
implants, and advanced composites.

Why does India need biomaterials?
For India, biomaterials address multiple
goals, including environmental
sustainability, industrial growth, revenue
generation, and supporting farmer
livelihoods through a single pathway.
Indigenous biomaterials
biomanufacturing can reduce India’s
heavy dependence on fossil-based
imports for plastics, chemicals, and
materials. It would also enable diversified
value for agricultural feedstocks and
residues, offering farmers new income
streams beyond food markets. As global
regulations and consumer preferences
shift toward low-carbon and circular
products, biomaterials position the Indian
industry to remain competitive in export
markets. Biomaterials also support
domestic policy goals around waste
reduction, such as the ban on single-use

plastics and climate action goals.

Where does India stand today?

India’s biomaterials sector, spanning
bioplastics, biepolymers, and bio-derived
materials, is rapidly emerging as a
strategic industrial and sustainability
opportunity, with the bioplastics market
alone valued at around $500 million in
2024 and forecast to grow strongly
through the decade. Balrampur Chini
Mills planned PLA plant investment in
Uttar Pradesh is one of the biggest
investments in India. Domestic innovation
includes startups like Phool.co,
converting temple flower waste into
biomaterials and Praj Industries, who
have their own demonstration-level
bioplastics plant in progress. Although
India has a rich agricultural base, in some
sectors, there is foreign dependence for
the technologies required for the
transformation of feedstocks into
market-ready final products.

What is the way forward?
India has an advantage in building a

What are biomaterials and how do they work?

T g 3T q B BTH HId 872

e As countries look to shift to cleaner processes to manufacture consumer products be it
plastics or textiles biomaterials will become the new frontier of materials engineering

e 3 SUHT Iaal & At § W= ufshareli @) oiR 9¢ @ € 918 98 Wi d 8l a1 g%
TAAARTE HeRTd SoiaiaT &1 a1 Hial =1

biomaterials industry, but some issues
would need to be addressed first. If
feedstocks also do not scale with
increased demand, there could be
feedstock competition with food sources.
Similarly, aggressive agricultural practices
could lead to water stress and soil
deterioration. Further, weak
waste-management and composting
infrastructure could undermine

envir I benefits. Fr

UGHH! B! b drsd & I1 o aRdfdd Jag § o

THE GIST

v

Biomaterials derived from
biological sources are
increasingly used across
sectors and can reduce
dependence on fossil-based
imports while supporting

policy coordination across agriculture,
environment, and industry may slow
adoption, and failure to move quickly
could leave India dependent on imports
as other countries scale faster.

To capitalise on this sector, policy
actions include scaling biomanufacturing

industrial growth, and farmer
livelihoods.

v

India’s biomaterials sector is
emerging as a strategic
opportunity, but scaling

infrastructure (especially fer
and polymerisation capacity), improving
feedstock productivity for crops such as
sugarcane, maize, and agricultural
residues using emerging technologies,
and investing in R&D and standards to
develop both drop-in and novel
biomaterials.

Clear regulatory definitions, labelling
norms, and end-of-life pathways
(recycling or industrial composting) are
essential to build consumer and industry
confidence.

Government procurement, time-bound
incentives under frameworks, and
support for pilot plants and shared
facilities can help de-risk early
investments.

Shambhavi Naik is chairperson,
Takshashila Institution’s Health & Life
Sciences Policy

infrastructure, feedstocks,
waste-management systems,
and policy coordination is
essential to remain competitive
as other countries scale faster.
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What are biomaterigls
G

e Biomaterials are materials derived wholly or partly from biological sources or
engineered using biological processes that are designed to replace or interact with
conventional materials

IS § Tl € off Ot aRE a1 S U @ Sifaew Tial I e gl § a1 S ufsarai
%ﬁﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁ%aﬁ?mmmﬁmm%mw&» Y HTH B & e fewmeA
T

e They are increasingly used across sectors such as packaging, textiles, construction and
healthcare

SIPT SUANT doft § FB R v Formfon ok Tareg Ja1 S &5 H 5g w1 R
o Biomaterials can be broadly categorised into three types

B HIC IR R N USRI | dicl S Ihdl &

e Drop in biomaterials which are chemically identical to petroleum based materials and can
be used in existing manufacturing systems such as bio PET

77 39 sARTe S IRmafAe U A Ueiferaw syt Arfial & e g § ofR
Trsrer fafmtor gonferat & seauTa forg ST 9ed § S arat digdt

e Drop out biomaterials which are chemically different and require new processing or end of
life systems such as polylactic acid PLA

1T 313 TR ol IS T A ST 81 & 3R 7 fere =1 Wi ar eia
JUAIT unferdy Bt STl 8! § oY Ulaidfaes TRrs fiuau

¢ Novel biomaterials which offer new properties not found in conventional materials such as
self healing materials bioactive implants and advanced composites

9 SRR St yRURe FmfE § 7 fem arel 7€ 07 e BRd § S Ty aeeTd

Why does India need biomaterials
YR P TSI Bt STaxgdmdl &1 §

e For India biomaterials address multiple goals including environmental sustainability
industrial growth revenue generation and farmer livelihoods through a single pathway

R & fore s dfae yatazofta fRRar sienfire faerT Tea gor iR
SToffAeT S F2 T B U &) AN I T A &

¢ Indigenous biomaterials biomanufacturing can reduce India’s heavy dependence on fossil
based imports for plastics chemicals and materials

BT TGN YR B Siar=d TR smaral wR ffar & &0
IR gHdl §
¢ It would also enable diversified value for agricultural feedstocks and residues offering
farmers new income streams beyond food markets

g HiY Fad AT SR =Nl & fore fafay gea dada dya Hom o fasi &t @ SeiR!
& SfATdl AT S i ol

e As global regulations and consumer preferences shift toward low carbon and circular
products biomaterials position Indian industry to remain competitive in export markets

O O afyer o SR IuiadT Wi dTy @ ST 3R har IATSH Bi 3R 96 6
TR YR I &) frafa ey & ufomelf a9 wad

o Biomaterials also support domestic policy goals around waste reduction such as the ban on
single use plastics and climate action goals

HERT e 98 TR IS deaf &I off g 3d & S R g wifes W)
gfaee 3R SIeary HRars a8

Where does India stand today
TS HRA H5l ST &

¢ India’s biomaterials sector spanning bioplastics, biopolymers and bio derived materials is
rapidly emerging as a strategic industrial and sustainability opportunity
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o The bioplastics market alone is valued at around 500 million dollars in 2024 and is forecast
to grow strongly through the decade

ISR &1 G4 2024 H T4 500 fafera= star ot a1 § 3R 9% a6
R Aol A §¢ BT A B
e Balrampur Chini Mills planned PLA plant investment in Uttar Pradesh is one of the biggest
investments in India

aagmgvﬁﬁwmwu%mﬁmﬁaﬁqm@aﬁﬁww%wﬁa@ﬁé&ﬁﬁ%
%

e Domestic innovation includes startups like Phool.co converting temple flower waste into
biomaterials

%@ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁm%?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁ

e And Praj [ndustries which have their own demonstration Ievel_ t_)ioplastics plant in progress
3R UTST SSEI ST U1 SHIRIA WR HT IraeRedd T fAafoneh=

e Although India has a rich agricultural base in some sectors there is foreign dependence for
technologies required to transform feedstocks into market ready final products

BT YR & U1 Aolgd HiY MR § R ot 33 &3 § o A1 &1 SeiR a1 Il &
gaoH arell dd-ia! o forg fagelt Flkar st gs &

What is the way forward
3T PT IRAT T 3

¢ India has an advantage in building a biomaterials industry but some issues need to be
addressed first

YRA & IR 2N s Rid 37 & 9¢d & Qb Ugd $© Tel &) Azl anm

e If feedstocks do not scale with increased demand there could be competition with food
sources

AfE el HTet Aed) Wi & WY NS¢l o Wy wial & qry ufoget 8 god €
o Aggressive agricultural practices could lead to water stress and soil deterioration
3TeTHS FHY UGl e Hebe 3R FIg & &RUT & HRU 89 Thdl! §

¢ Weak waste management and composting infrastructure could undermine environmental
benefits
FHUIR HERT Y 3R FENRET raviva=n yafarofiy andi &1 $HCR o Il o

o Fragmented policy coordination across agriculture, environment and industry may slow
adoption

HY TafaRor 3R I & o e Toag Pt B 3oam 1 1 it IR Jbd §

e Failure to move quickly could leave India dependent on imports as other countries scale
faster

STt A HeH 7 ISH W HRA ATd W R 35 Tohar § Tafs 3 <=1 Aol ¥ 3 g omaa

e To capitalise on this sector policy actions include scaling biomanufacturing infrastructure
especially fermentation and polymerisation capacity

Y &7 BT A1 I3 & T v FHedl § TrAghaafiT =T &1 faR M §
faRiver wHeRM 3R uiferARIgw=A &/

e Improving feedstock productivity for crops such as sugarcane maize and agricultural
residues using emerging technologies
U dH-Ih! J TTAT HapT 3R HIY GRSl S Hal &1 IedTghal =T

¢ Investing in R and D and standards to develop both drop in and novel biomaterials
IR T I 3R AFS! § F19% 3R 310 39 MR T AR i+ &1 fawm

¢ Clear regulatory definitions labelling norms and end of life pathways such as recycling
or industrial composting are essential

Ty frame gRHTITg AaferT Ae 3R siiae ofd |nt o Sarsfad a1 sienfiie st
3T AT §
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e These build consumer and industry confidence

J IUHFAT 3R I BT WA T¢1d &

e Government procurement time bound incentives and support for pilot plants and
shared facilities can help de risk early investments
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1. | Sufferers of poor AQI contribute to the problem too: SC on air pollution
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Not just forests: why grasslands also belong in national climate plans
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Sufferers of poor AQI contribute to
the problem too: SC on air pollution

The Hindu Bureau Chief Justice suggested it is
NEW DELHI close to 40%.

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said the victims of
poor air quality index in
the national capital are
themselves directly or indi-
rectly “contributors” to the
perennial problem.

“The sufferers of AQI is-
sue are themselves indi-
rectly contributing to it,”
the top court observed
orally.

Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kant, heading a Bench
comprising Justice Joyma-
lya Bagchi, candidly said
past reports and methods
employed over the years
have failed to improve the
air quality. “The weapon
which was sought to be
evolved, did not come
about. Nothing has come
out despite all the efforts.
Nothing,” the CJI said.

The court said there was
no clarity even as to what
was exactly causing the

Delhi's air quality remained in the ‘poor’ category on Tuesday with
the average Air Quality Index reading of 293. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

pollution. The problem of
pollution and its causes
were riddled with conflict-
ing claims, one side accus-
ing farmers for stubble
burning while the other
side pointing a finger at
vehicular pollution.

“As an expert body,
have you been able to iden-
tify the causes? Are you
convinced about the caus-
es? Which causes are af-
fecting to what extent?”

Chief Justice Kant asked
the Centre for Air Quality
Management (CAQM), re-
presented by Additional
Solicitor General Aish-
warya Bhati.

The Chief Justice and
the amicus curiae differed
over the exact percentage
of contribution of pollu-
tion caused by heavy vehi-
cles. Amicus curiae, senior
advocate Aparajita Singh,
said it was 20% while the

“See that is the pro-
blem. You have a report
saying it is 20% and 1
looked at another report
saying it is 40%,” the CJI
said addressing Ms. Singh.

The CJI said curbing the
entry of trucks and ban-
ning construction to pro-
vide clean air would affect
the public in another way.
Stopping trucks may dis-
rupt the supply of essential
commodities and halting
construction would affect
housing, which many in
the capital were in dire
need of.

The CAQM said it had
held a meeting on January
2 and would need two
months to firm up a plan.
The Supreme Court said
two months was too long.

“Let us go issue-wise.
Experts are there, but we
can look at them and sug-
gest ways to go the best
way,” the CJI said.

Sufferers of poor AQI contribute to the problem too: SC on air pollution

WRTE AQI A HifEd @ +ft Twe & ahrgE 39 €: 9 ugwor i) e B
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The Supreme Court on Tuesday said the victims of poor air quality index in the national
capital are themselves dlrectly or indirectly “contributors” to the perennial problem

A PIE A HTCAR B HeT [ AP IS & VRIS a1 U1 adbics & Gifsd T U3
T MY T Y 39 RIRR AR & “AIGHHar §

“The sufferers of AQl issue are themselves indirectly contributing to it,” the top court
observed orally

Q%ﬁgmmﬁmﬁmﬁﬁm, “AQI FHIT ¥ UIfSd a1 WY 3UQel &9 I 394 aieH ¢
Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, heading a Bench comprising Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
candidly said past reports and methods employed over the years have failed to improve the
air quality

YRd & g1 iz i &id, arygfd sraaredr anrt arel 96 &1 9@ Sd g, Wy
U Y FgI & auf § Surg T8 et RUIE $ik aiids arg Turan & GuR & | fawa 38 §
“The weapon which was sought to be evolved, did not come about. Nothing has come out
despite all the reports. Nothing,” the CJI said

Wetemg 7 o, 9 AR &) faefia 37 o FIRW &1 718, 98 59 &1 Te! uran| I+ yarat
& dTavie $© f IHA Tal 3Tl $e i 6

The court said there was no clarity even as to what was exactly causing the pollution

SIETEd A HT o TGWUT BT IRAAD HRU 1 5, 39 W HIs Wl el ©

The problem of pollution and its causes were riddled with conflicting claims, one side
accusing farmers for stubble burning while the other side pointing a finger at vehicular
pollution

TEUU 1 TERI 3R 3% HRUT FRIemyd aral § 1R §U &, 9Ig! U gl WRTelt Sia & forg
fohgmiT Y SISt 3exTdT B, 8T GERT Ugf a8 Wgwor Bt 3R el Sorar 8

“As an expert body, have you been able to identify the causes? Are you convinced about the
causes? Which causes are affecting to what extent?” Chief Justice Kant asked the Centre
for Air Quality Management (CAQM), represented by Additional Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati

a1 araThi=T wid - Iy quradT YU $g (CAQM) 9, @ ufafftia sifafyea aifafRier
Se Uyt Uit HR I A, gET, T faRig Mo & U H, 1 31U HRON &I UgdH $HR UTe
T2 T 319 HRUT I ABR Y 52 DI § BRI b ¥ §& dd YHIT ST I3 677

The Chief Justice and the amicus curiae differed over the exact percentage of contribution
of pollution caused by heavy vehicles

@I gradier iR vfres et & o U 918l 9 g9 aTd UGNl & ARG & dcid Ui
DI AHR AN T

Amicus curiae, senior advocate Aparajita Singh, said it was 20% while the Chief Justice
suggested it is close to 40%

e 78, IRy siftaear srarTforar Rig 3 w81 fos U8 20% ©, JTefe g <amardiwr 3 33
T 40% AT

“See that is the problem. You have a report saying it is 20% and | looked at another report
saying it is 40%,” the CJI said addressing Ms. Singh

Hoems A g Riz &1 Taifa Hd U Fel, “<RAT a8t quw g1 3mues oy Us R § S
20% HeEdl & 3R T ggd RUié e ol 40% Ped! &

The CJI said curbing the entry of trucks and banning construction to provide clean air would
a- ect the public in another way

WS A FET1 b T ga1 UG A & o1E gapl &t SHTareTel R A 3R fArmfor srf
Ufaee ST T gaR dvid o gHIfdd B

Stopping trucks may disrupt the supply of essential commodities and halting construction
would a+ ect housing, which many in the capital were in dire need of

TH! B AP A ATTAD axg3il B! Y[l T B Tehell § 3R FHAT07 A T STary yida
BT, oIa! ISTuT & $5 ANl ! AT SHTTIDHd &

The CAQM said it had held a meeting on January 2 and would need two months to « rm up
a plan

CAQM A &g1 [ I 2 TGS BT TF 96 &1 2 SR Ao 3I 3ifaw w0 &= & o gt ag=
DI Al gt
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Not just forests: why grasslands also
belong in national climate plans

Protecting a biome like grasslands cannot happen in isolation but must come about through goals shared by the various UN. bodies; unfortunately,

there are still debates ongoing about whether biodiversity and climate goals align and how institutions can build synergies

Sutirtha Lahiri

he United Nations has declared
2026 to be the ‘International
Year for Rangelands and
Pastoralists’.

In 2022, a group of scientists from
institutions in Tanzania, Zambia, the UK.,
the U.S., Germany and Canada wrote an
open letter urging the parties of the U.N.

_ Framework Convention on Climate
Change (FCCC) to broaden their goals to
be inclusive of all biomes on earth, but
especially grasslands and savannahs.
Their letter, published in Science, asserted
that even though savannahs are
potentially better carbon sinks, forests
have hogged the limelight in global
climate negotiations. Unfortunately, three
years since the letter was written, the
UNFCCC climate summits have continued
to fall short of addressing this key issue.

The UNFCCC COP30 climate talks took
place over the course of 10 days in the city
of Belém in Brazil, and it had a major
focus on forests. Hosting the bulk of the
Amazon River, Brazil had an opportunity
to place forests at the centre of its agenda.
Early on at the conference, the
announcement of the Tropical Forest
Forever Facility (TFFF) was exciting to
most attendees. With commitments of
multi-million-dollar funds from different
countries, the TFFF was established to
fund countries to keep tropical forests
intact.

COP30, which ended with a lack of any
concrete roadmap to protect the climate,
also signalled a glaring disparity in a
global climate action agenda that has
continued to favour forests alone. Much
like forests, other major biomes the world
over are also facing the consequences of
climate change and biodiversity loss —
and protecting them can also aid climate
action.

“Everyone is facing the effects of
climate change, but the desert people are
facing some of the harshest effects,” said
Samantha Murray, an
1lka/Wongutha/Nyoongar indigenous
person and the CEO of Indigenous Desert
Alliance (IDA). “It is getting hotter, and it
is getting harder to live here”

The IDA is a network of indigenous
community rangers that works to protect
and manage the vast desert grasslands
that make up more than a third of
Australia’s landmass.

Just beginning

Grasslands are one of the most threatened
ecosystems in the world. The biome has
suffered rapid habitat loss due to
agriculture, conversion to forests and
plantations, the spread of invasive
species, and the extraction of fossil fuels.
In addition, many governments have
suppressed indigenous and local land
management techniques such as
controlled fires and grazing, leaving forest
land to burn during wildfires with greater
intensity and to release more carbon into
the atmosphere as forests degrade.

Today, the desert grasslands of
Australia are reeling under the effects of
dry spells and flash floods induced by
climate change. These consequences are
playing out in tandem with those of the

buffel grass (Cenchrus ciliaris), an invasive
species of grass that hasn’t only replaced
native grass but which also burns with
higher intensity.

Organisations like the IDA have been at
the forefront of bringing more attention to
the desert grasslands of Australia.
Stewarded by indigenous communities,
the IDA has been working on the ground
to protect their grasslands through
culturally appropriate burning regimes,
round-the-clock monitoring by
indigenous rangers, and invasive species
management.

This said, the fight to preserve
grasslands has just begun.

“Istill think that in my lifetime, there
won't be a chance for me to walk up to
someone in Melbourne and ask them
about climate change, for them to say,
‘yes, it is affecting the deserts of our
country’,” Samatha said, further
highlighting that the grasslands are often
seen as nothing more than empty spaces
and is thus also insufficiently funded by
the government.

No cerrado, no Amazon

The same situation in Australia is echoed
around the world. Brazil is home to one of
the world’s most biodiverse savannahs,
called the cerrado. Home to eight of the 12
water systems of Brazil, including major
river systems like the Sao Francisco and
the Tocantins, the cerrado is stressed; in
fact the cerrado grasslands face twice as
much range loss due to human activities
as well as climate change compared to the
Amazon rainforests in the country.

Of late, small-scale efforts have been
bringing forth the importance of
grasslands at the COP summits. Scientists,
members of indigenous and local
communities, and policymakers have
been coming together to advocate for this
imperilled biome. At the COP30 itself, big
billboards at the central hall of the venue;
public demonstrations by indigenous
communities living in the cerrado; and
special youth groups formed by the
Brazilian ministry with representatives
from each of the six biomes in the
country all brought issues related to
grasslands to the participants’ attention,
even if these efforts were scattered.

Several side events also highlighted
grasslands. In one event called ‘Cerrado e
Amazonia; Conectados Pelas Aguas’,
Dandara Tonantzin, a federal
congresswoman from the state of Minas
Gerais in Brazil and coordinator of the
Cerrado Defense Group of the
Environmental Parliamentary Front,
highlighted the crucial role of the cerrado
grasslands. In her words: “The Cerrado
and the Amazon are two biomes, and
brothers, that are connected ecologically.
It is important to understand that without
the cerrado, there is no Amazon.”

A social justice issue

The cerrado today faces multiple
pressures from growing agricultural
expansion, mining, fire suppression,
disenfranchisement of communities’
rights to their land, and public policies
that protect agribusiness over ecosystems.
In addition, 70% of Brazil’s agricultural
toxic wastes are dumped in this biome,

Re ising the importance of
asslands, valuing their potential
for carbon sequestration,
integrating grassland protection
in countrywide NDCs, while
giving local communities the
rights to their land, are the first
steps in mainstreaming the
protection of grasslands

endangering the ecology as well as the
people that live there.

“We can still choose another path.
First, by officially recognising territorial
rights and secure demarcations for
Indigenous peoples and Quilombolas
(Afro-descendent communities in Brazil),
Dandara said, highlighting that protecting
the cerrado is also a social justice issue.
“We need to ensure the implementation
of inclusive public policies that integrate
the participation of traditional
communities in the management of
natural resources.”

Bridging these narratives from the side
events to the negotiating rooms of the
COP is a long road. By design, the
UNFCCC COP focuses almost exclusively
on conversations around managing
carbon, while biodiversity and land
degradation largely remain the talking
points for the U.N. Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD) and the U.N.
Convention to Combat Desertification
(CCD). To their credit, however, the CBD
and the CCD have made better efforts to
recognise grasslands in their
programmes.

For example, at the UNCCD COP16
conference in Saudi Arabia, there were
efforts to highlight the importance of
grasslands and rangelands in achieving
land degradation neutrality. Through
resolution L15, the UNCCD COP officially
recognised that rangelands are complex
socio-ecological systems and called on its
parties to “prioritise policies and
investments” and to “improve tenure
security in rangelands”.

Building bridges
Protecting a biome like grasslands can’t
happen in isolation but must come about
through goals shared by the various U.N.
bodies. Unfortunately, there are still
debates ongoing about whether
biodiversity and climate goals align and
how institutions can build synergies. In
1992, the formation of the three Rio
Conventions marked a historic first step in
bridging the gap between the UNCBD, the
UNFCCC, and the UNCCD - and from
there a mechanism to cooperate on goals
to address climate change, biodiversity
loss, and land degradation together.
COP30 also saw the active participation
of organisations such as the World Wide
Fund for Nature and the International
Union for the Conservation of Nature on
the matter of these overlooked biomes. In
a report jointly released during the
conference, titled ‘Protecting the
overlooked carbon sink’, authors from
these organisations highlighted a growing
need to integrate grasslands in climate
negotiations. In its policy
recommendation, the report stated that

grasslands should be considered in “an
integrated manner across all three Rio
Conventions to break silos and maximise
effectiveness”. The report also stated that
grasslands must be recognised in the
country-specific nationally determined
contributions (NDCs), which are national
climate action plans that outline a
country’s commitment to reducing
emissions under the Paris Agreement.

Small step for India

Laying bridges between the U.N. bodies is
in fact the best way to protect the world’s
grasslands, and a similar exercise
between various branches of the Indian
government could benefit the country’s
grasslands as well. According to a white
paper released by the Ashoka Trust for
Research in Ecology and the Environment
(ATREE), Bengaluru, at the UNFCCC
COPI16 in Saudi Arabia, grasslands in India
come under the purview of 18 Ministries,
each with competing interests and policy
goals. While the Union Environment
Ministry considers grasslands for
afforestation purposes, say, the Ministry
of Rural Development publishes the
“wasteland atlas of India” that often
includes grasslands the atlas deems
available for conversion to other uses.

If the governing bodies are unified
from the national to the multilateral
levels, however, the benefits could trickle
down through mechanisms such as the
country-specific NDCs. In fact, one of
India’s eight NDCs is “to create an
additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion
tonnes of CO2 equivalent through
additional forest and tree cover by 2030.”
By recognising grasslands as a crucial
carbon sink, the Indian government can
easily encompass this biome, move away
from forest-focused carbon sequestration
schemes, and give its own climate
mitigation efforts a boost.

In a similar vein, a policy brief shared
by a group of researchers from Brazil
urged the UNFCCC to “adopt the
Ecosystem-Based Approach as an
immediate pathway” to conserve and
sustainably manage “open ecosystems as
adaptation actions, enabling their
inclusion in Brazil’s NDCs™.

Recognising the importance of
grasslands as unique ecosystems worthy
of attention, valuing their potential for
carbon sequestration and ecosystem
services, integrating grassland protection
in countrywide NDCs, all while giving
local communities the rights to their land
and management practices — these are
essential first steps in mainstreaming the
protection and sustenance of grasslands
worldwide. Creating bridges between the
relevant U.N. bodies such that countries
can develop unified policies is also
crucial.

All these goals can be achieved if the
parties to the UN. uphold the values of
multilateralism and prioritise science and
civil society over the fossil fuel and
agrobusiness lobbies.

(Sutirtha Lahiri is a PhD student in
conservation science and the
Interdisciplinary Center for the study of
Global Change (ICGC) Scholar at the
University of Minnesota.
sutirthal996@gmail.com)
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Not just forests: why grasslands also belong in
national climate plans

Rt sivra €t 8T SAarg Arerrse § 9 &
Aer ot off T4t T v Tnfle

The United Nations has declared 2026 to be the ‘International
Year for Rangelands and Pastoralists’
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Their letter, published in Science, asserted that even

though savannahs are potentially better carbon sinks, forests have hogged the limelight in
global climate negotiations

Science T USIRIT 37 U7 H g Pol 71 [ T [T &7 THIIT ¥ § IgaR HIa- Riw
&, 2 o 3fyep STetarg arafef & et 3 & aif¥ie e ermeffa fpa @

The UNFCCC COP30 climate talks took place over the course of 10 days in the city of Belém
in Brazil, and it had a major focus on forests

Early on at the conference, the announcement of the Tropical Forest Forever Facility
(TFFF) was exciting to most attendees

T S FHSMTA T g1 iU d Bivee WIRTAR BRITIE (TFFF) &t BvoT Sifiei=r ufauifit
& fore STEe® ot

With commitments of multi-million-dollar funds from different countries, the TFFF was
established to fund countries to keep tropical forests intact

T <=1t § il wedt-fafera-sTeR we &1 ufdesdist & 91y, TFFF 3T RITGAT &1 &I
Iwmfedi a1 &) YRfda v & oy faua $ g o1 1

COP30, which ended with a lack of any concrete roadmap to protect the climate, also
signalled a glaring disparity in a global climate action agenda that has continued to favour
forests alone

“Everyone is facing the effects of climate change, but the desert people are facing some of
the harshest effects,” said Samantha Murray, an llka/Wongutha/Nyoongar indigenous
person and the CEO of Indigenous Desert Alliance (IDA)

TUTYT W, S U Sebl/aNAT-aR Snfeardt aafd ok 3Ry Swé variw (IDA) &t
W3 €, 7 Hal, TR BIS STaarg YR & YA BT AT R 8T 8, Al IR TS
T HOR THIG I @ &

“Itis getting hotter, and it is getting harder to live here”

75T THY Sgell o 361 3, SR FGT ¥E1 SR HFS Il 1 W1 3

The IDA is a network of indigenous community rangers that works to protect and manage
the vast desert grasslands that make up more than a third of Australia’s landmass

IDA 3Rt THer Yo &1 U Acad 7, S fana I arayfir) &1 e ok vdeq
& 1Y o T 8, S TR & Pt YU P T forers | 3rfirep fe o1 Fmfor st §

Just beginning

Mt IR B B

Grasslands are one of the most threatened ecosystems in the world

YA g &t 9ad oifie ey | vt uiffRufaest gonferat & 9 we §

The biome has suffered rapid habitat loss due to agriculture, conversion to forests and
plantations, the spread of invasive species, and the extraction of fossil fuels

U W & HY, 791 SR Il | gRadq, mpre yetfadl & harg iR Sftar=d U9 &
Qe & BRI ol  ATATIT &ifel T A1 H1 ST §

In addition, many governments have suppressed indigenous and local land management
techniques such as controlled fires and grazing, leaving forest land to burn during
wildfires with greater intensity and to release more carbon into the atmosphere as forests
degrade

U AT, Fs WHRI A FRIFA 3R 3R AR1E St Sifeandt ok wir-ita Yy wees
TH-ID! B! gal 3 7, ForTd Sivret 1 31 & SR 97 31 ditral A STerd € 3R a1 & &R0y
& 1Y TRl § 31 S 31sd o
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Today, the desert grasslands of Australia are reeling under the effects of dry spells and
flash floods induced by climate change

37T, Sieferar Ft I sy saarg uRads @ Sad g@ aiR iR A 918 &
TS S T ¥

These consequences are playing out in tandem with those of the buffel grass (Cenchrus
ciliaris), an invasive species of grass that hasn’t only replaced native grass but which also
burns with higher intensity

3 yRumH g% 9T (Cenchrus ciliaris) & THTAT & T1Y-T1Y AT 3118 §, ST Th STPHTHSD
weTTfel 8 TR R 7 aa 3=t e o) ufonfia fhar 3 sfew ag 3ifire fiear @ Srad «+ft @
Organisations like the IDA have been at the forefront of bringing more attention to the desert
grasslands of Australia

Brazil is home to one of the world’s most biodiverse savannahs, called the cerrado
FToie g & T 31 Sa-fafae arm @t 1 9 16 WIS FTR 8

Home to eight of the 12 water systems of Brazil, including major river systems like the Sao
Francisco and the Tocantins, the cerrado is stressed

WRTST, S Tl BT 12 H § 8 St Yonferdt &1 W g, o areil wiftret 3R eydbfe o
T T yonfert e €, ot g # §

In fact the cerrado grasslands face twice as much range loss due to human activities as
well as climate change compared to the Amazon rainforests in the country

The cerrado today faces multiple pressures from growing agricultural expansion, mining,
fire suppression, disenfranchisement of communities’ rights to their land, and public
policies that protect agribusiness over ecosystems.

TS ARTST Ted PiY fAR, @, AT DI ga B Hifedl, TR & YA BRI &
T, ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬂﬁjﬂ%ﬁggﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁmmwmwé S arivfRufaet @3 & gan &
lelaﬁ, 9 @ &l I

In addition, 70% of Brazil’s agricultural toxic wastes are dumped in this biome,
endangering the ecology as well as the people that live there.

TP ST, SToid & P AV FTR BT 70% 33 I & ST o 8, o wrfvfRufast
3R I8T X6 a1 @R T B W B B

“We can still choose another path. First, by officially recognising territorial rights and
secure demarcations for Indigenous peoples and Quilombolas (Afro-descendent
communities in Brazil),” Dandara said, highlighting that protecting the cerrado is also a
social justice issue.

SSRT A &gl g4 3t GIRT I g Tl § | TaY Ugd, snfeardt @il ok fpeniaiem
(STl T 31Ip1-d=TeT gHera) & fory e SiReRY &t snie1ive wr=aar iR Wiz Wwie
& 1Y 4,” g8 7ifdhd Hd gU [ ARTST 1 &/ Th ATHTSTD =a1d &7 geT it

“We need to ensure the implementation of inclusive public policies that integrate the
part|C|pat|on of traditional communities in the management of natural resources.”

ardufa® Hifeal & fharag o GEEd B g1, S wipfas Same=i &
yee ¥ URURS TR 1 4R &) thied B

Bridging these narratives from the side events to the negotiating rooms of the COP is a
long road.

1SS gdcd I AHY COP & ardi Bafl b 3 fauif B! Sl T il I 2

By design, the UNFCCC COP focuses almost exclusively on conversations around
managing carbon, while biodiversity and land degradation largely remain the talking
points for the U.N. Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the U.N. Convention to
Combat Desertification (CCD).

f&T18 & SR, UNFCCC COP TRTHT Ut cRE HT UaeH IR FHixd Igdl 8, SIafd wa-
fafaeran iR Yy &1 gEr: Wgad Y w9 fafauen sifiRera (CBD) iR |ga g
TeefteRur A fAue &1 99y (ceb) & Tois A g4 /1

To their credit, however, the CBD and the CCD have made better efforts to recognise
grasslands in their programmes.

gTdiies, CBD 3R CCD 7 310 Hrferdt & urayfiral & 7rgar 37 & e dgar vy fad €|
For example, at the UNCCD COP16 conference in Saudi Arabia, there were efforts to

highlight the importance of grasslands and rangelands in achieving land degradation
neutrality.
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IETERU & IR R, TSHhal 3R & AT UNCCD COP16 THIeH I Yf¥ &RUT deydr g1iyd
FRA T aIYR MR ITd§d & Hed &1 SOTR $HR- & YA fhT |

Through resolution L15, the UNCCD COP officially recognised that rangelands are complex
socio-ecological systems and called on its parties to “prioritise policies and investments”
and to “improve tenure security in rangelands”.

In 1992, the formation of the three Rio Conventions marked a historic first step in bridging
the gap between the UNCBD, the UNFCCC, and the UNCCD, and from there a mechanism
to cooperate on goals to address climate change, biodiversity loss, and land degradation
together

1992 # 19 ¥ HAHI &7 737 UNCBD, UNFCCC 3R UNCCD & §id &1 TTs &l Ule Bt
fo=m & ua WfogTRies ugar wed uT, R Saarg uivad=, w9 fafaerar g/ sk fyy eror
fues & forg e o= faw i gan

COP30 also saw the active participation of organisations such as the World Wide Fund for
Nature and the International Union for the Conservation of Nature on the matter of these
overlooked biomes

In its policy recommendation, the report stated that grasslands should be considered in “an
integrated manner across all three Rio Conventions to break silos and maximise
effectiveness”

3ot e frwrfesr & fuid 3 we1 o gyl &1 «di= feat ol o Taiepd ©u | dar
ST AT A1fp SETIa drST ST U SR GHTaRiierdT 9l of 9a”

The report also stated that grasslands must be recognised in the country-specific nationally
determined contributions (NDCs), which are national climate action plans that outline a
country’s commitment to reducing emissions under the Paris Agreement

fRote o Tg oft a1 Mo o arafErdt @) I=-fafre Il wR w fAyifva @es (Nes) #
AT & ST afe, S Ui sl & dgd ool 9o & fofg =1 &1 Ufidedl axifd §

Small step for India

YRd & fore Sier afe srgH weH

According to a white paper released by the Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and
the Environment (ATREE), Bengaluru, at the UNFCCC COP16 in Saudi Arabia, grasslands
in India come under the purview of 18 Ministries, each with competing interests and policy
goals

AT fRUT SRNBT e Wik e 39 gHIdroll TS § TAATR-HE (ATREE) §RT T&a! 3RT
T UNFCCC COP16 & SRIF SIRI U §d U & 3R, URd H Trqyfirar 18 Hareal & ifeR
& T 3Tt B, Rriab fRd ok iferTal wigy sreR tReR wfereelf 8 €

While the Union Environment Ministry considers grasslands for afforestation purposes,
the Ministry of Rural Development publishes the “wasteland atlas of India” that often
includes grasslands deemed available for conversion to other uses

In fact, one of India’s eight NDCs is “to create an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion
tonnes of CO2 equivalent through additional forest and tree cover by 2030”

In a similar vein, a policy brief shared by a group of researchers from Brazil urged the
UNFCCC to “adopt the Ecosystem-Based Approach as an immediate pathway” to
conserve and sustainably manage “open ecosystems” as adaptation actions, enabling their
inclusion in Brazil’s NDCs

S UBR, Feid & AMedhdiell & T THg gRT A9 {6t T4 U +ife "@aa § UNFeee &
3RIE foran T o a8 “sHIReH-STYTRT =@ &1 arepries At & 0 § Sryqme” aife
«ga aTRfRUfAST = &1 TReur 3R Tad yeed far o T 3R 3= STeiiel & NDCs |
M o S Hab

Recognising the importance of grasslands as unique ecosystems worthy of attention, valuing
their potential for carbon sequestration and ecosystem services, integrating grassland
protection in countrywide NDCs, all while giving local communities the rights to their land
and management practices are essential first steps in mainstreaming the protection and
sustenance of grasslands worldwide
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o All these goals can be achieved if the parties to the U.N. uphold the values of
multilateralism and prioritise science and civil society over the fossil fuel and
agribusiness lobbies
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1. | Chief of Army Staff highlights modern warfare in UAE talk
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Chief of Army Staff
highlights modern
warfare in UAE talk

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Chief of the Army
Staff, General Upendra
Dwivedi, on Tuesday ad-
dressed officers of the UAE
National Defence College
(NDC) during his ongoing
official visit to the United
Arab Emirates.

In his address, General
Dwivedi highlighted the
evolving global security
landscape and the chang-
ing character of modern
conflicts, underscoring the
growing importance of
technology in contempor-
ary warfare.

He emphasised the criti-
cal leadership role of se-
nior military officers and
stressed the need for col-
laborative engagements,
including strong bilateral
and multilateral defence
cooperation between In-
dia, the UAE and other re-
gional partners, to achieve
symbiotic outcomes and
advance regional and glo-
bal peace and security.

Training convergence

As part of the visit, General
Dwivedi also interacted
with Major General Staff
Yousef Maayouf Saeed Al
Hallami, Commander, UAE
Land Forces. The discus-
sions focused on enhanc-
ing positive military en-
gagement, training

convergence, and advanc-
ing bilateral defence coop-
eration between India and
the UAE.

In another key engage-
ment, General Dwivedi
met the Ambassador of In-
dia to the UAE, Deepak
Mittal.

The discussions centred
on further strengthening
India-UAE bilateral coop-
eration, with emphasis on
military diplomacy, de-
fence engagement, and
deepening strategic ties
between the two nations.

Following the visit to the
UAE, Gen. Dwivedi will vi-
sit Sri Lanka from January
7 to 8. On arrival, the COAS
will be accorded a Guard of
Honour by the Sri Lanka
Army. General Dwivedi will
also pay homage at the In-
dian Peace Keeping Force
(IPKF) War Memorial, ho-
nouring the sacrifice of In-
dian soldiers.

Chief of Army Staff highlights modern warfare
in UAE talk

Q9T UgE A gug # araf & RE nyfie g
TR YhTRI STa

o The Chief of the Army Staff, General Upendra
Dwivedi, on Tuesday addressed officers of the UAE
National Defence College (NDC) during his ongoing official
visit to the United Arab Emirates.

. Following the visit to the UAE, Gen. Dwivedi will
visit Sri Lanka from January 7 to 8. On arrival, the COAS
will be accorded a Guard of Honour by the Sri Lanka
Army.

YU $! IHAT & dIc F-Rd fgddl 7 ¥ 8 TG} a& ST
BT GRT B | SRTEA R H1TTH BT ST 1 gRT TS
3B TR U b S|

. General Dwivedi will also pay homage at the Indian
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) War Memorial, honouring
the sacrifice of Indian soldiers.

v ed fgadt $R¥am da Hifti B (IPKF) I WIR®S
W srgieifer offtid 31, SgT WReg |fel & aferg a1
FHTAd feba STem|
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